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INTRODUCTORY NOTE 
 
There are many ways of propelling the rights of children to the forefront of the agenda. One 
mechanism is through the celebration of national and international days of commemoration. These 
occasions serve multiple purposes ranging from awareness-raising, focused advocacy and 
programming for change and results. Such days originate from many sources, amongst others 
national governments, international non-governmental organisations and resolutions made by the 
United Nations’ General Assembly. This Advocacy Calendar highlights key international days with 
a strong emphasis on days established through UN’s General Assembly’s Resolution and key 
national days for 2015 as established by the Government of South Africa. For the majority of the 
days indicated in this calendar, the original source (website) is indicated as a reference, which 
provides more in-depth background and links to other related resources. These source references 
were active at the time of the publication, but some might have become inactive since. Please 
refer to alternative primary links provided.  
 
Advocacy for the rights of children 
 
As indicated, national and international days can be used very effectively in advocacy for the rights 
of children as it pertains to the particular issue. Children’s rights can be easily identified within 
each of these days through simple analysis using a child-focused and child sensitive approach- 
that is, examining how these days can be made accessible to children. Some days may be child 
specific- such as Youth Day. In this instance, the rights of the child would be a thematic element 
forming the core of the activity or discussion. Others may relate to the child’s family, community, 
environment or culture. Many of these days deal with fundamental human rights issues and 
children are an integral part of that, even if the occasion is not directed at them specifically. 
 
While days of commemoration are of immense symbolic importance, historically relevant and a 
positive advocacy tool, their limitations should be recognised from the outset. It is important to see 
them not only as an event; a single day of the year; but rather as a platform for year-round 
advocacy and activism. In teaching children about days of commemoration, for instance, it is 
better to focus on the issue, rather than simply viewing it as an annual diversion from usual 
routine. 
 
Using national and international days to teach children in educational, recreational, or fun 
programmes 
The calendar of national and international days can be used very effectively to provide children of 
all ages with information on the issues raised or related historic events. It requires a little bit of 
creativity, innovation and effort; and can be great fun in the curriculum or other programmes in 
clubs, care centres, community programmes, etc. The opportunities are plentiful. The following 
provide some easy examples for different age groups: 
 

Preschool children Primary School High School
 Integrate the national and 

international days into the daily and 
weekly programmes. 

 Choose a few days that will work 
best in the early learning and 
development programme.  

 Create (or download) colouring 
pages that relate to a specific day, 
e.g. International Day of Human 
Space Flight. 

 Create stories or source stories that 
are about the specific theme of the 
day, e.g. on space flights, the stars. 
 

 Link the national and international 
days to the curriculum.  

 Make a weekly wall calendar that 
indicates the national and 
international days. 

 Guide children to read up on specific 
issues related to these days 
(appropriate for their age and level). 

 Share the facts of the day, and 
encourage children to draw pictures 
on how they feel it should be 
depicted. 

 Create a treasure hunt to find key 
facts related to a specific day.  

 Link national and international days 
to the curriculum. 

 Have classroom or school debates 
on the specific topic of a national or 
international day. 

 Children can write essays related to 
a specific day.  

 Invite guest speakers (if available) on 
a topic related to an international 
day.  

 Organise dramas and poetry 
performances on a specific issue 
related to a day. 

 Some of the primary school 
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 In higher grades, let children work in 
groups to create a special exhibition 
based on a day that they are 
allocated (weekly or monthly).  

examples can be used as well 

These are only a few simple examples, and can be further expanded on 
  
How the Calendar is organised 
The calendar lists national and international days as well as some key historic dates. These are all 
indicated chronologically by month in three columns. The first column indicates the day of the 
month, the second column the name of the specific day and the third column provides some basic 
background information and an indication of the primary source (where available) as per the 
example below: 
 

4 
International Day of Innocent Children Victims of 
Aggression  

A/RES/ES-7/8  
 
On 19 August 1982, at its emergency special session on the question of 
Palestine, the General Assembly, “appalled at the great number of 
innocent Palestinian and Lebanese children victims of Israel’s acts of 
aggression”, decided to commemorate 4 June of each year as the 
International Day of Innocent Children Victims of Aggression (resolution 
ES-7/8). The purpose of the day is to acknowledge the pain suffered by 
children throughout the world who are the victims of physical, mental 
and emotional abuse. This day affirms the UN's commitment to protect 
the rights of children. 
  
SOURCE: http://www.un.org/en/events/childvictimday/ 

 
Resource full websites for more information: 
http://www.un.org/en/events/observances/days.shtml 
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/unesco/events/prizes-and-celebrations/celebrations/international-
days/  
http://www.gov.za/events/  
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INTERNATIONAL YEARS AND DECADES 
 
 2005-2015  International Decade for Action, “Water for Life” (from 22 March 2005 - World Water Day)  
 2016  International Year of Pulses (UN GA Resolution: A/RES/68/231) 
 2015  International year of Soils (UN GA Resolution: A/RES/68/232) 
 2015  International Year of Light and Light-based Technologies, 2015 (UN GA Resolution:  

   A/RES/68/221 
 2014:  International Year of Small Island Developing States (UN GA Resolution: A/RES/67/206) 
 2014  International Year of Crystallography (A/RES/66/284 ) 
 2014   International Year of Family Farming (A/RES/66/222 ) 
 2011–2020   Third International Decade for the Eradication of Colonialism  (A/RES/65/119 ) 
 2010-2020  United Nations Decade for Deserts and the Fight against Desertification (2010–2020)  
                                       A/RES/62/195) 
 2015-2024  International Decade for People of African Descent (A/RES/68/237) 
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DATE NATIONAL/ INTERNATIONAL 
DAY 

BACKGROUND1 and/or 
REFERENCE 

SKIN CANCER AWARENESS MONTH 
 (Sun Smart – CANSA) 

SOURCE: 
http://www.health.gov.za/docs/other/Health_Awareness_Days_C
alendar_2015_2.pdf 
Department of Health. Health Awareness Days 2015 

4 World Braille Day World Braille Day commemorates the birth of Louis Braille. He 
was born on 4 January 1809 in France, and in 1829 he published 
his Method of Writing Words, Music, and Plain Song by Means of 
Dots, for Use by the Blind and Arranged by Them.  
 
SOURCE:  
http://globaldimension.org.uk/calendar/event/4328 
http://www.health.gov.za/docs/other/Health_Awareness_Days_C
alendar_2015_2.pdf 
Department of Health. Health Awareness Days 2015 

1
0 Birth of League of Nations (1920) The League of Nations came into being after the end of World 

War One. The League of Nation's task was simple - to ensure 
that war never broke out again. After the turmoil caused by the 
Versailles Treaty, many looked to the League to bring stability to 
the world. 
 
SOURCE: 
http://www.historylearningsite.co.uk/leagueofnations.htm  
 

12
 Convention on the Prevention and 

Punishment of the Crime of Genocide – 
1951 

The text of the Convention for the Prevention and Punishment of 
the Crime of Genocide was adopted by the United Nations 
General Assembly on 9 December 1948. After obtaining the 
requisite twenty ratifications required by article XIII, the 
Convention entered into force on 12 January 1951. 
 
SOURCE: 
http://legal.un.org/avl/ha/cppcg/cppcg.html  
 

25
 World Leprosy Day 

 

World Leprosy Day helps to focus on the needs of some of the 
poorest and most marginalized people in the world – those 
affected by leprosy. It helps to tell the story to people who do not 
know that leprosy still exists and that it can now be cured. It also 
helps raise funds so that those with leprosy can be cured and 
cared for. 
 
SOURCE: 
http://www.leprosy.org/world-leprosy-day/ 
 

27
 National Police Day On National Police Day the South African Police Service (SAPS) 

remembers the sacrifices that our men and women in blue have 
made and continue to make as they provide safety for all who live 
in South Africa. Cabinet approved 27 January as National Police 
Day in 2005. 
 
SOURCE:  
http://www1.saps.gov.za/projects_campaigns/national_police_da
y.htm 
 

                                                            
1 All background information was obtained from the internet or related sources and are directly quoted from the source 

January
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DATE NATIONAL/ INTERNATIONAL 
DAY 

BACKGROUND1 and/or 
REFERENCE 

27
 International Day of Commemoration in 

memory of the victims of the Holocaust 

A/RES/60/7 
 
The Holocaust and the United Nations Outreach Programme 
seeks to remind the world of the lessons to be learnt from the 
Holocaust in order to help to prevent future acts of genocide. The 
Outreach Programme was created at the request of the United 
Nations General Assembly in its resolution 60/7, adopted on 1 
November 2005. The United Nations Department of Public 
Information (UN DPI) has taken the lead in creating a broad 
initiative, designed to encourage the development by United 
Nations Member States of educational curricula on the subject of 
the Holocaust, and to mobilize civil society for education and 
awareness. The "Holocaust Remembrance" resolution also 
designates 27 January as an annual International Day of 
Commemoration in memory of the victims of the Holocaust – 
observed with ceremonies and activities at United Nations 
Headquarters in New York and at UN offices around the world. 
Recalling the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the United 
Nations General Assembly reaffirms that 'the Holocaust, which 
resulted in the murder of one-third of the Jewish people along 
with countless members of other minorities, will forever be a 
warning to all people of the dangers of hatred, bigotry, racism and 
prejudice". In addition, resolution 60/7 rejects any denial of the 
Holocaust as an historical event, either in full or in part, and 
commends those states which have actively engaged in the 
preservation of sites which served as Nazi death camps, 
concentration camps, forced labour camps and prisons during the 
Holocaust. United Nations General Assembly Resolution 
61/255 adopted on 26 January 2007 also condemns any denial of 
the Holocaust and urges all Member States unreservedly to reject 
any denial of the Holocaust.  
 
SOURCE: 
http://www.un.org/en/holocaustremembrance/index.shtml  
 

January
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HEALTHY LIFESTYLES AWARENESS MONTH SOURCE: 
http://www.health.gov.za/docs/other/Health_Awareness_Days_C
alendar_2015_2.pdf 
Department of Health. Health Awareness Days 2015 
 

REPRODUCTIVE HEALTH MONTH SOURCE: 
http://www.health.gov.za/docs/other/Health_Awareness_Days_C
alendar_2015_2.pdf 
Department of Health. Health Awareness Days 2015 
 

ENVIRONMENTAL AWARENESS MONTH SOURCE: 
http://www.health.gov.za/docs/other/Health_Awareness_Days_C
alendar_2015_2.pdf 
Department of Health. Health Awareness Days 2015 
 

1-
7 World Interfaith Harmony Week (1st week in 

February each year) 

A/RES/65/5 
 
To support, on a voluntary basis, the spread of the 
message of interfaith harmony and goodwill in the world’s 
churches, mosques, synagogues, temples and other places of 
worship during that week, based on love of God and love of one’s 
neighbour or on love of the good and love of one’s neighbour, 
each according to their own religious traditions or convictions 
 

2 World Wetlands Day 2 February each year is World Wetlands Day. It marks the date of 
the signing of the Convention on Wetlands on 2 February 1971, 
in the Iranian city of Ramsar on the shores of the Caspian Sea. 
WWD was celebrated for the first time in 1997 and made an 
encouraging beginning. Each year, government agencies, non-
governmental organizations, and groups of citizens at all levels of 
the community have taken advantage of the opportunity to 
undertake actions aimed at raising public awareness of wetland 
values and benefits in general and the Ramsar Convention in 
particular. The Department of Environmental Affairs (RSA) is 
responsible for the South African Wetlands Conservation 
Programme, which ensures that South Africa's obligations in 
terms of the Ramsar Convention are met. 
 
SOURCE:  
http://www.ramsar.org/sites/default/files/documents/pdf/sc46/SC4
6_11.04-WWD_COP12_Hails.pdf 

4 World Cancer Day (WHO) Each year on 4 February, WHO and International Agency for 
Research on Cancer (IARC) supports Union for International 
Cancer Control (UICC) to promote ways to ease the global 
burden of cancer. 
 
SOURCE:  
http://www.who.int/cancer/en/  
http://www.health.gov.za/docs/other/Health_Awareness_Days_C
alendar_2015_2.pdf 
Department of Health. Health Awareness Days 2015 
 

                                                            
2 All background information was obtained from the internet or related sources and are directly quoted from the source 

DATE NATIONAL/ INTERNATIONAL 
DAY 

BACKGROUND2 and/or 
REFERENCE 

February
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6 International Day of Zero Tolerance to 
Female Genital Mutilation [WHO] 
 

A/RES/67/146 
 
The International Day of Zero Tolerance to Female Genital 
Mutilation is observed each year to raise awareness about this 
practice. Female genital mutilation of any type has been 
recognized as a harmful practice and violation of the human 
rights of girls and women. WHO is committed to the elimination of 
female genital mutilation within a generation and is focusing on 
advocacy, research and guidance for health professionals and 
health systems. In December 2012, the UN General Assembly 
accepted a resolution on the elimination of female genital 
mutilation. In 2010 WHO published a "Global strategy to stop 
health care providers from performing female genital mutilation" 
in collaboration with other key UN agencies and international 
organizations.  
 
SOURCE: 
 http://www.afro.who.int/en/media-centre/events/details/279-
international-day-of-zero-tolerance-to-female-genital-
mutilation.html      
http://www.who.int/mediacentre/factsheets/fs241/en/   
 

9 International Epilepsy Day 
 

 
SOURCE : 
http://www.health.gov.za/docs/other/Health_Awareness_Days_C
alendar_2015_2.pdf 
Department of Health. Health Awareness Days 2015 
http://www.ibe-epilepsy.org/international-epilepsy-day-9th-
february-2015-logo-competition/ 

10
-1

6 STI/Condom Week In South Africa, sexually transmitted infections (STIs) remain a 
big problem, even though most of the infections can be cured. 
The fear of being stigmatised is one of the many reasons why 
people are reluctant to seek medical treatment for sexually 
transmitted infections. STI/Condom Week is aimed not only at 
reducing the spread of STI but also to curb the spread of HIV and 
AIDS. (Coinciding with Valentine's Day, World Condom Week is, 
in South Africa, extended to Sexually Transmitted Infections 
(STI)/Condom Week due to the high rate of STIs in the country 
and their capacity to heighten the risk of contracting HIV.) 
 
SOURCE: 
http://www.health.gov.za/docs/other/Health_Awareness_Days_C
alendar_2015_2.pdf  
Department of Health. Health Awareness Days 2015 
 

10
-1

6 Pregnancy Awareness Week The Department of Health uses pregnancy awareness week to 
strengthen pregnancy education and stress important issues that 
promote healthy pregnancy and safe motherhood. Pregnant 
women should start attending antenatal care as soon as they 
suspect that they are pregnant and certainly within their first 
trimester. 
 
SOURCE:  
http://www.health.gov.za/docs/other/Health_Awareness_Days_C
alendar_2015_2.pdf  
Department of Health. Health Awareness Days 2015 
 

11
 Nelson Mandela Freed – 1990 On this day, Nelson Mandela was released unconditionally from 

prison after 27 years. 
 
SOURCE: 
http://www.sahistory.org.za/dated-event/nelson-mandela-
released-prison-after-27-years 
 

February
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13
 World Radio Day [UNESCO] RESOLUTION 36 C/63 (UNESCO) 

 
UNESCO’s General Conference, at its 36th session, proclaimed 
World Radio Day on 13 February. UNESCO’s Executive Board 
recommended to the General Conference the proclamation of 
World Radio Day, on the basis of a feasibility study undertaken 
by UNESCO, further to a proposal from Spain. Radio is the mass 
media reaching the widest audience in the world. It is also 
recognized as a powerful communication tool and a low cost 
medium. Radio is specifically suited to reach remote communities 
and vulnerable people: the illiterate, the disabled, women, youth 
and the poor, while offering a platform to intervene in the public 
debate, irrespective of people’s educational level. Furthermore, 
radio has a strong and specific role in emergency communication 
and disaster relief. 
 
SOURCE:  
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/world-radio-day  
 

14
 Inauguration of the South African 

Constitutional Court – 1995 

The Constitutional Court, with Chief Justice Arthur Chaskalson as 
president, was formally opened by President Nelson Mandela on 
the morning of 14 February 1995. 
 
SOURCE: 
http://www.sahistory.org.za/dated-event/official-inauguration-
constitutional-court  
 

20
 World Day of Social Justice A/RES/62/10 

 
Social justice is an underlying principle for peaceful and 
prosperous coexistence within and among nations. We uphold 
the principles of social justice when we promote gender equality 
or the rights of indigenous peoples and migrants. We advance 
social justice when we remove barriers that people face because 
of gender, age, race, ethnicity, religion, culture or disability. 
For the United Nations, the pursuit of social justice for all is at the 
core of our global mission to promote development and human 
dignity. The adoption by the International Labour Organization of 
the Declaration on Social Justice for a Fair Globalization is just 
one recent example of the UN system’s commitment to social 
justice. The Declaration focuses on guaranteeing fair outcomes 
for all through employment, social protection, social dialogue, and 
fundamental principles and rights at work. The General Assembly 
proclaimed 20 February as World Day of Social Justice in 2007, 
inviting Member States to devote the day to promoting national 
activities in accordance with the objectives and goals of the World 
Summit for Social Development and the twenty-fourth session of 
the General Assembly. Observance of World Day of Social 
Justice should support efforts of the international community in 
poverty eradication, the promotion of full employment and decent 
work, gender equity and access to social well-being and justice 
for all.  
 
SOURCE:  
http://www.un.org/en/events/socialjusticeday/  
 

21
 Malcom X Assassinated in USA  On Feb. 21, 1965, the former Nation of Islam leader Malcolm X 

was shot and killed by assassins identified as Black Muslims as 
he was about to address the Organization of Afro-American Unity 
at the Audubon Ballroom in Harlem. He was 39. 
 
SOURCE: 
http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2012/02/21/feb-21-1965-
malcolm-x-is-assassinated-by-black-
muslims/?_php=true&_type=blogs&_r=0  
 

February
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2
1 International Mother Language Day 

[UNESCO] 

A/RES/56/262/30C/62 
 
International Mother Language Day was proclaimed by the 
General Conference of the United Nations Educational, Scientific 
and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) in November 1999 
(30C/62). On 16 May 2009 the United Nations General Assembly 
in its resolution A/RES/61/266 called upon Member States "to 
promote the preservation and protection of all languages used by 
peoples of the world". By the same resolution, the General 
Assembly proclaimed 2008 as the International Year of 
Languages, to promote unity in diversity and international 
understanding, through multilingualism and multiculturalism. 
International Mother Language Day has been observed every 
year since February 2000 to promote linguistic and cultural 
diversity and multilingualism. The date represents the day in 1952 
when students demonstrating for recognition of their language, 
Bangla, as one of the two national languages of the then 
Pakistan, were shot and killed by police in Dhaka, the capital of 
what is now Bangladesh. 
 
SOURCE:  
http://www.un.org/en/events/motherlanguageday/  
 

21
 International Tourist Guide Day An initiative of WFTGA, the International Tourist Guide Day is 

held on 21st February each year. In 1990, Mrs. Titina Loizides, 
president of the WFTGA was involved when it was held for the 
first time, 15 countries participated. Since then, tourist guides in 
an ever growing number of countries have been giving help to 
their local communities, conducting tours for disabled persons, 
disadvantaged persons, for children, industry partners, officials 
and the general public. 
 
SOURCE:  
http://wftga.org/tourist-guiding/february-21st-international-tourist-
guide-day 
 

22
 Healthy Lifestyles Awareness Day Government will be using this day to galvanise all South Africans 

to participate in all the five elements of the healthy lifestyle 
campaign which are: 
 promotion of good nutrition 
 regular physical activity 
 tobacco control 
 interventions against alcohol and substance abuse 
 Promotion of safe sexual behaviour. 

 
SOURCE:  
http://www.health.gov.za/docs/other/Health_Awareness_Days_C
alendar_2015_2.pdf  
Department of Health. Health Awareness Days 2015 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

February
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TB AWARENESS MONTH Tuberculosis (TB) causes thousands of deaths every year in 
South Africa and the rest of the world. To help stop the spread of 
the disease, the World Health Organisation (WHO) started a new 
plan called the Global Plan to Stop TB 2011-2015: Transforming 
the Fight - Towards the Elimination of Tuberculosis. According to 
the World Health Organization (WHO) Global Tuberculosis 
Report 2013, TB incidence is falling at a rate of 2% per year and 
global TB deaths decreased from 1.4 million in 2011 to 1.3 million 
deaths in 2012. However further gains are under serious threat 
due to two urgent challenges: 
 efforts must be intensified to reach the three million people - 

a third of all new TB cases - who are “missed” every year by 
health systems. Seventy-five percent of these missed cases 
are in 12 countries, WHO estimates. 

 multidrug-resistant TB (MDR-TB) must be addressed as a 
public health crisis, the report says. There is a huge gap 
between the number of people who are getting ill with MDR-
TB and the number of people who are diagnosed and 
enrolled on treatment. 

 
SOURCE:  
http://www.health.gov.za/docs/other/Health_Awareness_Days_C
alendar_2015_2.pdf  
Department of Health. Health Awareness Days 2015 
 

HEALTH AWARENESS MONTH 
 

SOURCE: 
http://www.health.gov.za/docs/other/Health_Awareness_Days_C
alendar_2015_2.pdf  
Department of Health. Health Awareness Days 2015 

BALANCED LIFESTYLE CAMPAIGN SOURCE: 
http://www.health.gov.za/docs/other/Health_Awareness_Days_C
alendar_2015_2.pdf  
Department of Health. Health Awareness Days 2015 
 

ENERGY MONTH March is Energy Month in South Africa. 
 
Come on board and reduce energy consumption in your everyday 
life. Over this period, government organisations will partner with 
businesses, organisations and concerned citizens to promote 
energy saving and spread awareness of South Africa's energy 
needs. In December 2010, the UN General Assembly declared 
2012 the International Year of Sustainable Energy Access for All. 
Government has thus emphasised the importance of increasing 
access to energy, energy efficiency and renewable energy. 
Eskom has embarked on a massive capacity expansion 
programme to meet South Africa's increasing energy needs. It 
has budgeted R385 billion up to 2013 for its capacity expansion. 
Eskom expects to double its capacity to 80 000 MW by 2026. 
 
SOURCE:  
http://www.gov.za/energy-month-2015 

 

                                                            
3 All background information was obtained from the internet or related sources and are directly quoted from the source 

DATE NATIONAL/ INTERNATIONAL 
DAY 

BACKGROUND3 and/or 
REFERENCE 

March
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NATIONAL NUTRITION MONTH National Nutrition Month® is a nutrition education and information 
campaign created annually in March by the Academy of Nutrition 
and Dietetics. The campaign focuses attention on the importance 
of making informed food choices and developing sound eating 
and physical activity habits. 
 
SOURCE:  
http://www.eatright.org/NNM/#.UuJSsIv8IdU 
 

1 Zero Discrimination Day [UNAIDS] On the occasion of World AIDS Day 2013, the United Nations 
Joint Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS) and Nobel Peace Prize 
Winner and UNAIDS Global Advocate for Zero Discrimination 
Daw Aung San Suu Kyi are launching the #zerodiscrimination 
campaign calling for a global transformation. The initiative will 
launch the new Zero Discrimination Day on 1 March 2014, 
adopting the butterfly as the transformative symbol for zero 
discrimination 
 
SOURCE: 
http://www.unaids.org/en/resources/campaigns/20131126zerodis
crimination/ 
 

1 Foster parent’s/ care Day (1st Sunday of 
March each year) 

In recognition and to pay homage to foster parents for their 
unselfish endeavours, a National Foster Parent’s Day was 
declared in 1998 which was to be celebrated annually, on the 1st 
Sunday in March. 
 
SOURCE: Unknown  
 

3 World Wildlife Day A/RES/68/205 
 
The United Nations proclaimed 3 March, the day of the adoption 
of the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species 
of Wild Fauna and Flora, and also affirming the intrinsic value of 
wildlife and its various contributions, including its ecological, 
genetic, social, economic, scientific, educational, cultural, 
recreational and aesthetic contributions to sustainable 
development and human well-being.  
 
SOURCE: http://www.un.org/en/events/wildlifeday/

3-
9 National Multi Sclerosis Awareness Week MS Awareness Week 2014 is March 3-9 and people everywhere 

are creating connections stronger than those MS destroys. 
 
SOURCE:  
http://www.nationalmssociety.org/get-involved/events/ms-
awareness-week-2014/index.aspx 
 

4-
8 School Health Week Government has pledged to put the health of school children first 

by rolling out the School Health Screening Programme. The 
programme brings basic health screening to learners at schools 
in areas that have been identified as priority health districts. 
These include schools in areas least likely to have access to 
health care services. The Department of Health, in partnership 
with the Department of Basic Education, is currently conducting 
basic health screening for Grade 1 and foundation phase 
learners. Phase one of the School Health Screening Programme 
kicked off during School Health Week, in the beginning of March. 
Phase two will take place in October. The programme will test the 
eyesight, hearing and basic oral health of learners in Grade 1 and 
the foundation phase
 
SOURCE: 
http://www.health.gov.za/docs/other/Health_Awareness_Days_C
alendar_2015_2.pdf  
Department of Health. Health Awareness Days 2015 
 

March
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8 United Nations Day of Women’s Rights and 
International Peace (INTERNATIONAL 
WOMEN’S DAY) 

A/RES/32/142 
 
In 1977 (resolution 32/142), the General Assembly invited States 
to proclaim, in accordance with their historical and national 
traditions and customs, any day of the year as United Nations 
Day for Women's Rights and International Peace. States were 
called upon to contribute to creating conditions for the elimination 
of discrimination against women and for their full and equal 
participation in social development. That action came on the 
wake of the International Women's Year (1975) and the United 
Nations Decade for Women (1976-1985), both proclaimed by the 
Assembly. The United Nations began observing International 
Women's Day, 8 March, in 1975 -- the International Women's 
Year.  
 
SOURCE: http://www.un.org/en/events/womensday/ 
http://www.health.gov.za/docs/other/Health_Awareness_Days_C
alendar_2015_2.pdf  
Department of Health. Health Awareness Days 2015 
 

8 
- 

14
 World Glaucoma Week World Glaucoma Week is commemorated to raise awareness of 

this silent robber of vision. Glaucoma is a group of eye diseases 
that cause progressive damage of the optic nerve at the point 
where it leaves the eye to carry visual information to the brain. 
 
SOURCE: http://www.wgweek.net/ 
http://www.health.gov.za/docs/other/Health_Awareness_Days_C
alendar_2015_2.pdf  
Department of Health. Health Awareness Days 2015 
 

9 Commonwealth Day (Second Monday in 
March) 

Commonwealth Day is an annual event during which all the fifty-
four member countries of the Commonwealth celebrate their links 
with one another. Commonwealth Day is held on the second 
Monday in March, and the day is celebrated around the world -- 
from the Head of the Commonwealth, Her Majesty The Queen, 
who issues a special message, through Commonwealth Prime 
Ministers and Presidents to the citizens of the Commonwealth, 
particularly school children. Everyone celebrates in their own 
way, from official receptions to school assemblies, sports 
tournaments to concerts, multi-faith observances to tree-planting 
ceremonies. 
 
SOURCE:  
http://www.commonwealththeme.org/commonwealth-day/ 
 

16
 -

 2
2 Brain Awareness Week Brain Awareness Week (BAW) is a series of events held around 

the world to increase public awareness about the brain. 
 
SOURCE:  
http://www.sfn.org/baw/ 

16
 -

 2
2 World Salt Awareness Week World Salt Awareness Week is marked on 10 - 16 March. The 

week aims to make members of the public aware that salt can 
damage their health and is linked to serious health conditions 
such as stroke and heart failure. There is also increasing 
evidence supporting links between our current high salt diets and 
the onset of stomach cancer, osteoporosis, obesity and kidney 
stones and kidney disease. The research shows that men eat 
more salt than women and on average have a higher blood 
pressure than women, particularly at a younger age, and are less 
likely to have their blood pressure measured, to take action to 
reduce it when it is raised or to take blood pressure lowering 
drugs. 
 
SOURCE: 
http://www.worldactiononsalt.com/awarenessweek/index.html 
http://www.health.gov.za/docs/other/Health_Awareness_Days_C
alendar_2015_2.pdf  
Department of Health. Health Awareness Days 2015 
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1
2 World Kidney Day World Kidney Day is a joint initiative of the International Society of 

Nephrology (ISN) and the International Federation of Kidney 
Foundations (IFKF). Celebrated on the second Thursday in 
March, the mission of World Kidney Day is to raise awareness of 
the importance of our kidneys to our overall health and to reduce 
the frequency and impact of kidney disease and its associated 
health problems worldwide. Celebrated on the second Thursday 
in March, the mission of World Kidney Day is to raise awareness 
of the importance of our kidneys to our overall health and to 
reduce the frequency and impact of kidney disease and its 
associated health problems worldwide. The 2014 theme is 
Chronic kidney disease and ageing. 
 
SOURCE: http://www.worldkidneyday.org/ 
http://www.health.gov.za/docs/other/Health_Awareness_Days_C
alendar_2015_2.pdf  
Department of Health. Health Awareness Days 2015 
 

15
 World Consumer Rights Day WCRD was established in 1983 to promote the basic rights of 

consumers everywhere. Every year on 15 March, the global 
consumer movement unites around a common theme to deliver 
an exciting array of campaigning activities. WCRD 2015 will be 
an important opportunity for consumer organisations to draw the 
world's attention to the crucial role that consumer protection plays 
in making societies safer and fairer, and how important it is that 
21st Century consumers receive 21st Century protection. 
 
SOURCE:  
http://www.consumersinternational.org/our-work/wcrd/wcrd-
2014/#.UnoCP387CW8 
 

1
5 

- 
22

 South African Library Week  South African Library Week (SALW) 2014 will be celebrated from 
17-23 March 2014 with the theme Celebrating libraries in 20 
years of democracy: check in @ your library 
 
SOURCE: http://www.liasa.org.za/node/991 
 

12
 -

 1
4 National Water Week Every year during March the Department of Water Affairs 

celebrates National Water Week in South Africa. The aim of this 
campaign is to raise awareness among South Africans about the 
role of water in social and economic development including the 
need to encourage citizens to change their attitudes towards 
water use. 
 
SOURCE:  
http://www.african-utility-week.com/Pages/Detail/11082 
 

20
 World Head Injury Awareness Day Head injury is a devastating condition that causes major 

psychosocial complications. Many individuals suffer serious brain 
injuries that are largely viewed as inconsequential, but in reality 
such injuries cause devastating impairments that destroy lives 
just as effectively as more severe injuries. 
 
SOURCE: 
http://www.health.gov.za/docs/other/Health_Awareness_Days_C
alendar_2015_2.pdf  
Department of Health. Health Awareness Days 2015 
  

20
 World Oral Health Day World Oral Health Day (WOHD) is commemorated annually on 

20 March in order to support the improvement of oral health 
worldwide. The aim is to provide an occasion for global, regional 
and national activities related to oral health. The very first 
international day related to oral health was celebrated in 1994, 
the International Year of Oral Health, when the World Health 
Organisation's World Health Day was dedicated to oral health. 
 
SOURCE:  
http://www.fdiworldental.org/media/news/news/world-oral-health-
day-20-march.aspx  
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20
 International Day of Happiness A/RES/66/281 

 
Recognizing the relevance of happiness and well-being as 
universal goals and aspirations in the lives of human beings 
around the world and the importance of their recognition in public 
policy objectives.  
 
SOURCE: http://www.un.org/en/events/happinessday/ 
 

21
 International Day for the Elimination of 

Racial Discrimination 

A/RES/2142 (XXI) 
 
The International Day for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination 
is observed annually on 21 March. On that day, in 1960, police 
opened fire and killed 69 people at a peaceful demonstration in 
Sharpeville, South Africa, against the apartheid "pass laws". 
Proclaiming the Day in 1966, the General Assembly called on the 
international community to redouble its efforts to eliminate all 
forms of racial discrimination (resolution 2142 (XXI)).  
 
SOURCE: http://www.un.org/en/events/racialdiscriminationday/ 
 

21
 Human Rights Day – South Africa The Bill of Rights contained in the Constitution is the cornerstone 

of democracy in South Africa. The Constitution further provides 
for the establishment of the South African Human Rights 
Commission (SAHRC) of which the aim is to promote respect for 
human rights, promote the protection, development and 
attainment of human rights, and to monitor and assess the 
observance of human rights in SA. The SAHRC was launched on 
21 March 1996, 35 years after the fateful events of 21 March 
1960 when demonstrators were gunned down by police: The 
Native Laws Amendment Act of 1952 extended Government 
control over the movement of Africans to urban areas and 
abolished the use of the Pass Book (a document which Africans 
were required to carry on them to ‘prove’ that they were allowed 
to enter a ‘white area’) in favour of a reference book which had to 
be carried at all times by all Africans. Failure to produce the 
reference book on demand by the police, was a punishable 
offence. The PAC proposed an anti-Pass campaign to start on 21 
March 1960. All African men were to take part in the campaign 
without their passes and present themselves for arrest. 
Campaigners gathered at police stations in townships near 
Johannesburg where they were dispersed by police. At the 
Sharpeville police station a scuffle broke out. Part of a wire fence 
was trampled, allowing the crowd to move forward. The police 
opened fire, apparently without having been given a prior order to 
do so. Sixty-nine people were killed and 180 wounded. In 
apartheid South Africa this day became known as Sharpeville 
Day and although not part of the official calendar of public 
holidays the event was commemorated among anti-apartheid 
movements. 
 
SOURCE: 
http://www.health.gov.za/docs/other/Health_Awareness_Days_C
alendar_2015_2.pdf  
Department of Health. Health Awareness Days 2015 
 

21
 World Poetry Day (UNESCO) Poetry contributes to creative diversity, by questioning anew our 

use of words and things, our modes of perception and 
understanding of the world. Through its associations, its 
metaphors and its own grammar, poetic language is thus 
conceivably another facet of the dialogue among cultures. 
Diversity in dialogue, free flow of ideas by word, creativity and 
innovation. World Poetry Day is an invitation to reflect on the 
power of language and the full development of each person’s 
creative abilities. Every year on 21 March UNESCO celebrates 
the World Poetry Day. A decision to proclaim 21 March as World 
Poetry Day was adopted during the UNESCO’s 30th session held 
in Paris in 1999. 
  
SOURCE: http://www.un.org/en/events/poetryday/ 
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2
1 International Day of Forests A/RES/67/200 

 
To celebrate and raise awareness of the importance of all types 
of forests and of trees outside forests 
Forests cover one third of the Earth's land mass, performing vital 
functions around the world. Around 1.6 billion people - including 
more than 2,000 indigenous cultures - depend on forests for their 
livelihood. Forests are the most biologically-diverse ecosystems 
on land, home to more than half of the terrestrial species of 
animals, plants and insects. Forests also provide shelter, jobs 
and security for forest-dependent populations. They play a key 
role in our battle against climate change. Forests contribute to the 
balance of oxygen, carbon dioxide and humidity in the air. They 
protect watersheds, which supply fresh water to rivers. Yet 
despite all of these priceless ecological, economic, social and 
health benefits, we are destroying the very forests we need to 
survive. Global deforestation continues at an alarming rate - 13 
million hectares of forest are destroyed annually. Deforestation 
accounts for 12 to 20 percent of the global greenhouse gas 
emissions that contribute to global warming. 
 
SOURCE: http://www.un.org/en/events/forestsday/ 
 

21
 World Down Syndrome Day A/RES/66/149 

Draft A/C.3/66/L.27 
 
Down syndrome is a naturally occurring chromosomal 
arrangement that has always been a part of the human condition, 
exists in all regions across the globe and commonly results in 
variable effects on learning styles, physical characteristics or 
health. Adequate access to health care, to early intervention 
programmes and to inclusive education, as well as appropriate 
research, are vital to the growth and development of the 
individual. In December 2011, the General Assembly declared 21 
March as World Down Syndrome Day (A/RES/66/149). The 
General Assembly decided, with effect from 2012, to observe 
World Down Syndrome Day on 21 March each year, and Invites 
all Member States, relevant organizations of the United Nations 
system and other international organizations, as well as civil 
society, including non-governmental organizations and the private 
sector, to observe World Down Syndrome Day in an appropriate 
manner, in order to raise public awareness of Down syndrome. 
  
SOURCE: http://www.un.org/en/events/downsyndromeday/  
http://www.health.gov.za/docs/other/Health_Awareness_Days_C
alendar_2015_2.pdf  
Department of Health. Health Awareness Days 2015 
  

21
 International Day of Nowruz A/RES/64/253 

 
A cultural tradition observed by numerous peoples, Nowruz is an 
ancestral festivity marking the first day of spring and the renewal 
of nature. It promotes values of peace and solidarity between 
generations and within families as well as reconciliation and 
neighborliness, thus contributing to cultural diversity and 
friendship among peoples and different communities. 
 
SOURCE: http://www.un.org/en/events/nowruzday/  
 

22
 World Day for Water  A/RES/47/193 

 
The General Assembly has declared 22 March as World Day for 
Water (resolution 47/193 of 22 December 1992). The observance 
aims at promoting awareness of the extent to which water 
resource development contributes to economic productivity and 
social well-being. Water cooperation is a foundation for peace 
and sustainable development. Water cooperation contributes to 
poverty reduction and equity, creates economic benefits, helps 
preserve water resources and protect the environment, and 
builds peace. 
 
SOURCE: http://www.un.org/en/events/waterday/ 
http://www.unwater.org/worldwaterday  
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2
3 World Meteorological Day [WMO] WMO/EC-XII/Res.6 

 
Every year, World Meteorological Day (WMD) is celebrated to 
commemorate the entry-into-force, on 23 March 1950, of the 
Convention of the World Meteorological Organization (WMO).  
 
SOURCE: http://www.wmo.ch/wmd/ 
  

24
 World Tuberculosis Day (WHO) WMO/EC-XII/Res.6 

 
World TB Day, falling on March 24th each year, is designed to 
build public awareness that tuberculosis today remains an 
epidemic in much of the world, causing the deaths of nearly one-
and-a-half million people each year, mostly in developing 
countries. It commemorates the day in 1882 when Dr Robert 
Koch astounded the scientific community by announcing that he 
had discovered the cause of tuberculosis, the TB bacillus. At the 
time of Koch's announcement in Berlin, TB was raging through 
Europe and the Americas, causing the death of one out of every 
seven people. Koch's discovery opened the way towards 
diagnosing and curing TB. 
 
SOURCE: http://www.stoptb.org/events/world_tb_day/ 
http://www.health.gov.za/docs/other/Health_Awareness_Days_C
alendar_2015_2.pdf  
Department of Health. Health Awareness Days 2015 
  

24
 International Day for the Right to the Truth 

concerning Gross Human Rights 
Violations and for the Dignity of Victims 

A/RES/65/196 
 
On 21 December 2010, the United Nations General Assembly 
proclaimed 24 March as the International Day for the Right to the 
Truth concerning Gross Human Rights Violations and for the 
Dignity of Victims. 
The purpose of the Day is to: 
 Honour the memory of victims of gross and systematic 

human rights violations and promote the importance of 
the right to truth and justice; 

 Pay tribute to those who have devoted their lives to, and 
lost their lives in, the struggle to promote and protect 
human rights for all; 

 Recognize, in particular, the important work and values 
of Archbishop Oscar Arnulfo Romero, of El Salvador, 
who was assassinated on 24 March 1980, after 
denouncing violations of the human rights of the most 
vulnerable populations and defending the principles of 
protecting lives, promoting human dignity and opposition 
to all forms of violence 

 
SOURCE: http://www.un.org/en/events/righttotruthday/ 
 

25
 International Day of Remembrance of the 

Victims of Slavery and the Transatlantic 
Slave Trade 

A/RES/62/122 
 
For over 400 years, more than 15 million men, women and 
children were the victims of the tragic transatlantic slave trade, 
one of the darkest chapters in human history.  
The annual observance of 25 March as the International Day of 
Remembrance for the Victims of Slavery and the Transatlantic 
Slave Trade serves as an opportunity to honour and remember 
those who suffered and died at the hands of the brutal slavery 
system, and to raise awareness about the dangers of racism and 
prejudice today. 
 
SOURCE: http://www.un.org/en/events/slaveryremembranceday/ 
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25
 International Day of Solidarity with 

Detained and Missing Staff Members 

The International Day of Solidarity with Detained and Missing 
Staff Members is marked each year on the anniversary of the 
abduction of Alec Collett, a former journalist who was working for 
the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine 
Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA) when he was abducted by 
armed gunman in 1985.  His body was finally found in Lebanon’s 
Bekaa Valley in 2009. The International Day of Solidarity with 
Detained and Missing Staff Members has taken on even greater 
importance in recent years, as attacks against the United Nations 
intensify.  This is a day to mobilize action, demand justice and 
strengthen our resolve to protect UN staff and peacekeepers, as 
well as our colleagues in the non-governmental community and 
the press. 
 
SOURCE: http://www.un.org/en/events/detainedstaffday/ 
 

March

Advocacy Calendar 2015



 

25 
 

 
 

Advocacy Calendar 2015



 

26 
 

FREEDOM MONTH SOURCE: 
http://www.gov.za/freedom-month-2015 

HEALTH AWARENESS MONTH SOURCE: 
http://www.health.gov.za/docs/other/Health_Awareness_Days_C
alendar_2015_2.pdf  
Department of Health. Health Awareness Days 2015 
 

2 International Children’s Book Day  Since 1967, on or around Hans Christian Andersen's birthday, 2 
April, International Children's Book Day (ICBD) is celebrated to 
inspire a love of reading and to call attention to children's books. 
Every other year IBBY presents the Hans Christian Andersen 
Awards to an author and an illustrator, living at the time of the 
nomination, whose complete works have made a lasting 
contribution to children's literature? Often called the "Little Nobel 
Prize", the Hans Christian Andersen Award is the highest 
international recognition given to an author and an illustrator of 
children's books. The last awards were given in 1998 to author 
Katherine Paterson (USA), and illustrator Tomi Ungerer (France).  
 
SOURCE:  
http://www.ibby.org/index.php?id=269 

2 World Autism Awareness Day A/RES/62/139 
 
Autism is a lifelong developmental disability that manifests itself 
during the first three years of life. The rate of autism in all regions 
of the world is high and it has a tremendous impact on children, 
their families, communities and societies. Throughout its history, 
the United Nations family has promoted the rights and well-being 
of the disabled, including children with developmental disabilities. 
In 2008, the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities 
entered into force, reaffirming the fundamental principle of 
universal human rights for all. The United Nations General 
Assembly unanimously declared 2 April as World Autism 
Awareness Day (A/RES/62/139) to highlight the need to help 
improve the lives of children and adults who suffer from the 
disorder so they can lead full and meaningful lives. 
 
SOURCE: http://www.un.org/en/events/autismday/ 
http://www.health.gov.za/docs/other/Health_Awareness_Days_C
alendar_2015_2.pdf  
Department of Health. Health Awareness Days 2015 
 

4 International Day for Mine Awareness and 
Assistance in Mine Action 

A/RES/60/97 
 
On 8 December 2005, the General Assembly declared that 4 
April of each year shall be observed as the International Day for 
Mine Awareness and Assistance in Mine Action. It called for 
continued efforts by States, with the assistance of the United 
Nations and relevant organizations, to foster the establishment 
and development of national mine-action capacities in countries 
where mines and explosive remnants of war constitute a serious 
threat to the safety, health and lives of the civilian population, or 
an impediment to social and economic development at the 
national and local levels 
 
SOURCE: http://www.un.org/en/events/mineawarenessday/ 
 

                                                            
4 All background information was obtained from the internet or related sources and are directly quoted from the source 

DATE NATIONAL/ INTERNATIONAL 
DAY 

BACKGROUND4 and/or 
REFERENCE 
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6 International Day of Sport for Development 
and Peace 

A/RES/67/296 
 
Due to its vast reach, unparalleled popularity and foundation of 
positive values, sport is ideally positioned to contribute towards 
the United Nations’ objectives for development and peace. To 
raise awareness of this potential, 6 April was declared as the 
International Day of Sport for Development and Peace (IDSDP) 
by the UN General Assembly. The adoption of this Day signifies 
the increasing recognition by the United Nations of the positive 
influence that sport can have on the advancement of human 
rights, and social and economic development.  
In its Resolution (A/RES/67/296) establishing the Day, the 
General Assembly “invites States, the United Nations system 
and, in particular, the United Nations Office on Sport for 
Development and Peace, relevant international organizations, 
and international, regional and national sport organisations, civil 
society including, non-governmental organizations and the private 
sector, and all other relevant stakeholders to cooperate, observe 
and raise awareness of the International Day of Sport for 
Development and Peace.” 
 
SOURCE: 
http://www.un.org/wcm/content/site/sport/home/unplayers/unoffic
e/idsdp 
 

12
 -

 1
8 Employee Volunteer Week Employee Volunteer Week is the only national, annual 

celebration of employee volunteering in South Africa. Thousands 
of Employees give their time and talents by volunteering to help 
non-profit organisations and communities. Employee Volunteer 
Week is the time to reflect on achievements and to take action. 
The campaign provides companies and their employees with 
opportunities to get involved in volunteering. 
 
SOURCE:  
http://www.pointsoflight.org/signature-events/national-volunteer-
week 

7 World Health Day (WHO) WHA/A.2/Res.35 
 
World Health Day is celebrated annually on the 7th of April. World 
Health Day is celebrated on 7 April every year to mark the 
anniversary of the founding of WHO in 1948. Each year a theme 
is selected that highlights a priority area of public health. The Day 
provides an opportunity for individuals in every community to get 
involved in activities that can lead to better health. 
 
SOURCE:http://www.who.int/campaigns/world-health-
day/2014/en/index.html 
http://www.health.gov.za/docs/other/Health_Awareness_Days_C
alendar_2015_2.pdf  
Department of Health. Health Awareness Days 2015 
 

7 Day of Remembrance of the Victims of the 
Rwanda Genocide 

A/RES/60/225 
 
The programme was established by the General Assembly on 23 
December 2005 (A/RES/60/225) to "mobilize civil society for 
Rwanda genocide victim remembrance and education in order to 
help prevent future acts of genocide". The programme's mandate 
was extended in December 2007 (A/RES/62/96), 2009 
(A/RES/64/226) and 2011 (A/RES/66/228).The programme 
focuses on learning the lessons of the Rwanda genocide in order 
to help prevent similar acts in the future, as well as raising 
awareness of the lasting impact of genocide on the survivors and 
the challenges that they still face today 
 
SOURCE: 
http://www.un.org/en/preventgenocide/rwanda/index.shtml 
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1
0 Chris Hani Assassinated – 1993 On 10 April 1993, as he returned home to the racially mixed 

suburb of Dawn Park, Boksberg (Johannesburg), Hani was 
assassinated by Januzs Walus, an anti-Communist Polish 
refugee who had close links to the White nationalist AWB. With 
him was his daughter, Nomakhwezi, then 15 years old. His wife, 
Limpho, and two other daughters, Neo (then 20 years old) and 
Lindiwe (then 12 years old) were away at the time. Also 
implicated in the assassination was Conservative Party MP Clive 
Derby-Lewis, and strangely a theory based largely on documents 
given to the Mail & Guardian point to a conspiracy beyond the 
right wing, linking the assassination to the ANC. 
 
SOURCE: 
http://www.sahistory.org.za/people/thembisile-chris-hani 
 

12
 International Day of Human Space Flight A/RES/65/271 

 
The General Assembly, in its resolution A/RES/65/271 of 7 April 
2011, declared 12 April as the International Day of Human Space 
Flight “to celebrate each year at the international level the 
beginning of the space era for mankind, reaffirming the important 
contribution of space science and technology in achieving 
sustainable development goals and increasing the well-being of 
States and peoples, as well as ensuring the realization of their 
aspiration to maintain outer space for peaceful purposes.” 
12 April 1961 was the date of the first human space flight, carried 
out by Yuri Gagarin, a Soviet citizen. This historic event opened 
the way for space exploration for the benefit of all humanity.  
The General Assembly expressed its deep conviction of the 
common interest of mankind in promoting and expanding the 
exploration and use of outer space, as the province of all 
mankind, for peaceful purposes and in continuing efforts to 
extend to all States the benefits derived there from. 
 
SOURCE: http://www.un.org/en/events/humanspaceflightday/ 
 

17
 World Haemophilia Day World Haemophilia Day is commemorated on 17 April, giving 

haemophilia organisations around the world, an opportunity to 
increase awareness of haemophilia.World Haemophilia Day was 
started in 1989. The World Federation of Haemophilia (WHF) 
chose 17 April in honour of WFH founder Frank Schnabel, who 
was born on that day.It is a day for us to remember and reflect on 
the contributions of people like Frank Schnabel who have 
dedicated themselves to improving care for people with 
haemophilia. It is also a time for us to re-commit ourselves to 
continuing the fight to improve the quality of life of people with 
haemophilia around the world. 
 
SOURCE:  
http://www.wfh.org/en/news--events/events/world-hemophilia-
day-2014-EN 
http://www.health.gov.za/docs/other/Health_Awareness_Days_C
alendar_2015_2.pdf  
Department of Health. Health Awareness Days 2015 

19
 International Social Workers’ Day (Annual 

Social Work Day) 

World Social Work Day is the annual opportunity to advocate a 
social work perspective in political systems that effect the 
wellbeing of peoples and to celebrate the social work contribution 
to societies. 
 
SOURCE: http://ifsw.org/get-involved/world-social-work-day/ 
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24
 -

 3
0 Global/African Vaccination Week  

World Immunisation Week 

World Immunisation Week is celebrated in the last week of April - 
aims to promote one of the world’s most powerful tools for health 
– the use of vaccines to protect people of all ages against 
disease. The theme for 2014 is “Are you up-to-date?” 
Immunisation is widely recognized as one of the most successful 
and cost-effective health interventions ever introduced. It 
prevents between 2 and 3 million deaths every year and now 
protects children not only against diseases for which vaccines 
have been available for many years, such as diphtheria, tetanus, 
polio and measles, but also against diseases such as pneumonia 
and rotavirus diarrhoea, two of the biggest killers of children 
under 5. 
 
SOURCE:http://www.who.int/campaigns/immunization-
week/2014/event/en/index.html 
http://www.health.gov.za/docs/other/Health_Awareness_Days_C
alendar_2015_2.pdf  
Department of Health. Health Awareness Days 2015 

22
 International Mother Earth Day A/RES/63/278 

 
The proclamation of 22 April as International Mother Earth Day is 
an acknowledgement that the Earth and its ecosystems provide 
its inhabitants with life and sustenance. It also recognizes a 
collective responsibility, as called for in the 1992 Rio Declaration, 
to promote harmony with nature and the Earth to achieve a just 
balance among the economic, social and environmental needs of 
present and future generations of humanity. Recognizing that 
Mother Earth reflects the interdependence that exists among 
human beings, other living species and the planet we all inhabit, 
the General Assembly declared 22 April as International Mother 
Earth Day (A/RES/63/278) to highlight the need to help improve 
the lives of children and adults who suffer from the disorder so 
they can lead full and meaningful lives. 
  
SOURCE: http://www.un.org/en/events/motherearthday/ 
http://www.earthday.org/greencities/earth-day-2014/ 
 

23
 World Book and Copyright Day Resolution 3.18 of the 28th session of the UNESCO General 

Conference 
 
23 April is a symbolic date for world literature for on this date in 
1616, Cervantes, Shakespeare and Inca Garcilaso de la Vega all 
died. It is also the date of birth or death of other prominent 
authors such as Maurice Druon, Haldor K.Laxness, Vladimir 
Nabokov, Josep Pla and Manuel Mejía Vallejo. It was a natural 
choice for UNESCO's General Conference, held in Paris in 1995, 
to pay a world-wide tribute to books and authors on this date, 
encouraging everyone, and in particular young people, to 
discover the pleasure of reading and gain a renewed respect for 
the irreplaceable contributions of those who have furthered the 
social and cultural progress of humanity. In this respect, 
UNESCO created both the World Book and Copyright Day and 
the UNESCO Prize for Children's and Young People's Literature 
in the Service of Tolerance. 
  
SOURCE: http://www.un.org/en/events/bookday/ 
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23
 English Language Day  English Language Day at the UN is celebrated on 23 April, the 

date traditionally observed as the birthday of William 
Shakespeare. The Day is the result of a 2010 initiative by the 
Department of Public Information, establishing language days for 
each of the Organization's six official languages. The purpose of 
the UN's language days is to celebrate multilingualism and 
cultural diversity as well as to promote equal use of all six 
official languages throughout the Organization.The dates for the 
Language Days were selected by the Department of Public 
Information for their symbolic or historic significance in 
connection with each language: Arabic Language Day will be 
8 December, the date on which the United Nations General 
Assembly designated Arabic as the sixth official language of the 
United Nations in 1973; English Language Day will be 23 April, 
traditionally recognized as William Shakespeare’s birthday; 
French Language Day will be marked on 20 March, International 
Day of Francophonie; Russian Language Day will be 6 June, the 
birthday of Aleksandr Pushkin, considered by many to be the 
greatest Russian poet; Spanish Language Day will be celebrated 
on 12 October, traditionally observed in Spanish speaking 
countries as Dia de la Hispanidad; and the date for Chinese 
Language Day is yet to be determined.  
 
SEE weblink for other language days at the UN 
 
SOURCE: 
http://www.un.org/en/events/englishlanguageday/index.shtml 
 

25
 World Malaria Day [WHO] World Malaria Day was instituted by WHO Member States during 

the World Health Assembly of 2007. It is an occasion to highlight 
the need for continued investment and sustained political 
commitment for malaria prevention and control. It is also an 
opportunity: 
 for countries in affected regions to learn from each other's 

experiences and support each other's efforts; 
 for new donors to join a global partnership against malaria; 
 for research and academic institutions to flag scientific 

advances to both experts and the general public; and 
 for international partners, companies and foundations to 

showcase their efforts and reflect on how to further scale up 
interventions. 

WHO will use this opportunity to illustrate best practices in a 
range of settings where malaria is a major health challenge, and 
will facilitate the sharing of experiences between countries to 
adapt and strengthen malaria control efforts? 
 
SOURCE:http://www.who.int/campaigns/malaria-
day/2013/en/index.html 
http://www.health.gov.za/docs/other/Health_Awareness_Days_C
alendar_2015_2.pdf  
Department of Health. Health Awareness Days 2015 
 

26
 World Intellectual Property Day [WIPO] On April 26 every year, we celebrate World Intellectual Property 

Day in order to promote discussion of the role of intellectual 
property (IP) in encouraging innovation and creativity. In 2000, 
WIPO's member states designated April 26 – the day on which 
the WIPO Convention came into force in 1970 – as World IP Day 
with the aim of increasing general understanding of IP. Since 
then, World IP Day has offered a unique opportunity each year to 
join with others around the globe to consider how IP contributes 
to the flourishing of music and the arts and to driving the 
technological innovation that helps shape our world. 
  
SOURCE: http://www.wipo.int/ip-outreach/en/ipday/ 
 

26
 World Veterinary Day World Veterinary Day was instigated by the World Veterinary 

Association (WVA) in 2000 to be celebrated annually on the last 
Saturday of April. On this occasion the veterinary profession 
highlights its various contributions to the health of both animals 
and humans, underlining the vital role of veterinarians in also 
ensuring animal welfare, food safety, and food security, safe 
world trade in animals and animal products as well as protecting 
public health.  
 
SOURCE: http://www.worldvet.org/ 
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27
 Freedom Day – South Africa Commemoration of the first democratic elections held in South 

Africa on 27 April 1994. 
 
SOURCE:  
http://www.sahistory.org.za/dated-event/freedom-day-celebrated-
south-africa 
 

27
 Mark Shuttleworth is the first African in 

Space in 2002. 

Mark Shuttleworth is an African entrepreneur with a deep interest 
in technology. This passion led him to Star City, Russia, where he 
is training for a flight to the International Space Station in April 
2002. 
 
SOURCE: 
http://www.africaninspace.com/home/mission/logs/1/ 
 

28
 World Day for Safety and Health at Work 

[ILO] 

The World Day for Safety and Health at Work is an annual 
international campaign to promote safe, healthy and decent work. 
It is held on 28 April and has been observed by the International 
Labour Organization (ILO) since 2003. 28 April has also for long 
been associated with the world's trade union movement's 
commemoration of the victims of occupational accidents and 
diseases. 
 
SOURCE: http://www.un.org/en/events/safeworkday/ 
 

29
 Day of Remembrance for all Victims of 

Chemical Warfare 

The Conference of the States Parties at its Tenth Session 
(paragraph 23.3 of C-10/5, dated 11 November 2005) decided 
that a memorial Day of Remembrance for all Victims of Chemical 
Warfare would be observed on 29 April each year — the date in 
1997 on which the Chemical Weapons Convention entered into 
force. This commemoration will provide an opportunity to pay 
tribute to the victims of chemical warfare, as well as to reaffirm 
the commitment of the Organization for the Prohibition of 
Chemical Weapons (OPCW) to the elimination of the threat of 
chemical weapons, thereby promoting the goals of peace, 
security, and multilateralism. 
 
SOURCE: http://www.un.org/en/events/chemwarfareday/ 
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National Polio (1st Round) and Measles 
Immunisation Campaign 

National Polio Eradication Week in South Africa is a concerted 
campaign led by the Department of Health to raise awareness on 
immunisation and the prevention of polio. The department 
recommended that children under the age of five be immunised 
against the most common childhood diseases. In 2006 the overall 
routine immunisation coverage for South Africa was less than 
80% and some districts still had less than 60% immunisation 
coverage. Dangerous childhood diseases such as measles and 
polio, with potential fatal complications especially in small 
children can be prevented most effectively. Immunisations for 
childhood vaccine preventable diseases are available free of 
charge at public health clinics. 
 
SOURCE: 
http://www.health.gov.za/docs/other/Health_Awareness_Days_C
alendar_2015_2.pdf  
Department of Health. Health Awareness Days 2015 
 

30
 International Jazz Day In November 2011, the UNESCO General Conference 

proclaimed 30 April as "International Jazz Day". The Day is 
intended to raise awareness in the international community of the 
virtues of jazz as an educational tool, and a force for peace, unity, 
dialogue and enhanced cooperation among people. Many 
governments, civil society organizations, educational institutions, 
and private citizens currently engaged in the promotion of jazz 
music will embrace the opportunity to foster greater appreciation 
not only for the music but also for the contribution it can make to 
building more inclusive societies. 
 
SOURCE: http://www.un.org/en/events/jazzday/ 
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INTERNATIONAL MULTIPLE SCLEROSIS MONTH SOURCE : 
http://www.health.gov.za/docs/other/Health_Awareness_Days_C
alendar_2015_2.pdf  
Department of Health. Health Awareness Days 2015 

ANTI-TOBACCO CAMPAIGN MONTH  
 
 
 
 

SOURCE : 
http://www.health.gov.za/docs/other/Health_Awareness_Days_C
alendar_2015_2.pdf  
Department of Health. Health Awareness Day 2015 

BURNS MONTH SOURCE: 
http://www.health.gov.za/docs/other/Health_Awareness_Days_C
alendar_2015_2.pdf  
Department of Health. Health Awareness Days 2015 
 

1 Worker’s Day – South Africa SOURCE:  
http://www.sahistory.org.za/dated-event/1-may-international-
workers-day 

3 Sun Day (UNEP) International Sun day has been celebrated over the past seven 
years on May 3. The day is sponsored and celebrated by NASA. 
 
SOURCE:  
http://www.altiusdirectory.com/Society/2008/05/international-sun-
day-may-3rd.html 
 

3 World Press Freedom Day A/DEC/48/432  
 
The General Assembly in 1993 declared 3 May as World Press 
Freedom Day (decision 48/432 of 20 December). This action 
stemmed from the UNESCO General Conference, which, by a 
1991 resolution on "Promotion of press freedom in the world", 
had recognized that a free, pluralistic and independent press was 
an essential component of any democratic society. The General 
Conference had transmitted to the General Assembly the wish of 
UNESCO member States to have 3 May declared "International 
Press Freedom Day". That date commemorates the Windhoek 
Declaration on Promoting an Independent and Pluralistic African 
Press, adopted on 3 May 1991 by the Seminar on Promoting an 
Independent and Pluralistic African Press, organized by 
UNESCO and the United Nations in Windhoek, Namibia.  
 
SOURCE: http://www.un.org/en/events/pressfreedomday/ 
 

3 International Dawn Chorus Day (First 
Sunday in May) 

An opportunity to set aside the environmental challenges we face 
for a few minutes. Instead, join with your friends and colleagues 
around the world in enjoying and celebrating nature's daily 
miracle - the Dawn Chorus. Each morning the sun rises around a 
world facing ever more challenges. Everywhere people face the 
problems of pollution, famine, climate change and habitat 
destruction. Yet each morning the birds awake and sing their 
songs with new enthusiasm. All you have to do is arrange an 
early morning gathering, just before dawn, to witness the Dawn 
Chorus and celebrate one of nature's miracles. [THE WILD LIFE 
TRUST] 
 
SOURCE: http://www.idcd.info/ 
 

                                                            
5 All background information was obtained from the internet or related sources and are directly quoted from the source 

DATE NATIONAL/ INTERNATIONAL 
DAY 

BACKGROUND5 and/or 
REFERENCE 
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0 Global Campaign for Education 's Global 
Action Week on Education and Disability  

Global Action Week is one of the major focal points for the 
education movement. It provides every national and regional 
education campaign with an opportunity to highlight one area of 
the Education For All agenda and make targeted efforts to 
achieve change on the ground, with the added support of 
education campaigners and millions of members of the public 
worldwide joining together for the same cause. GCE's Global 
Action Week on Education and Disability will run 4-10 May 2014. 
An estimated 1 billion people live with a disability – comprising 
approximately 15% of the global population. It is estimated 
that 93 million of these are children – or 1 in 20 of those aged up 
to 14 years of age – living with a moderate or severe disability. In 
most low- and middle-income countries, children with disabilities 
are more likely to be out of school than any other group of 
children; even if they do attend school, children living with 
disabilities are often more likely to drop out and leave school 
early. In some countries, having a disability can more than double 
the chance of a child not being in school, compared to their non-
disabled peers. The rights of millions of children with disabilities 
are not being met, and it is vital that states take action to ensure 
that every child realises their equal right to participate in quality 
education, giving them an equal opportunity to participate in the 
their communities, the workforce and more broadly in society. 
 
SOURCE: 
http://www.campaignforeducation.org/en/gaw 

3 
- 

10
 Hospice Week There are a number of ways you can support Hospice Week 

2014. 
 Make a one-off donation 
 Regular Giving 
 Grand Raffle 
 Hold your own event 

 
SOURCE: 
http://www.health.gov.za/docs/other/Health_Awareness_Days_C
alendar_2015_2.pdf  
Department of Health. Health Awareness Days 2015 

5 Friends of the Earth Founded – 1971 Friends of the Earth International (FoEI) was founded in 1971 by 
four organizations from France, Sweden, England and the USA. 
 
SOURCE: http://www.foei.org/en/who-we-are/about/history 
 

5-
11

 UN Global Road Safety Week Road fatalities are a major contributor to unnatural deaths. Every 
day 35 to 40 people lose their lives in South Africa. That adds up 
to 14 000 annually. According to the statistics, 40% of fatalities 
comprise of pedestrian in both urban and rural areas. In 2011 the 
United Nations launched a Decade of Action with the aim of 
stabilising and reducing global road deaths by 2020. There is a 
50% target set for the reduction of fatalities by that date. 
 
SOURCE: http://www.who.int/roadsafety/en/  
 

5 World Asthma Day The aim of World Asthma Day is to raise awareness, care and 
support for those affected by asthma. Whilst the primary focus is 
supporting the person with asthma, support may also extend to 
family, friends and caregivers.Asthma is a chronic disease of the 
lungs which causes breathing problems. Symptoms of asthma 
include breathlessness, coughing, wheezing and a feeling of 
tightness in the chest. These symptoms vary in frequency and 
severity 
 
SOURCE:  
http://www.whathealth.com/awareness/event/worldasthmaday.ht
ml 
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2 Burns Awareness Week Burn Awareness Week, observed the first full week in February, 
is designed to provide an opportunity for burn, fire and life safety 
educators to unite in sharing a common burn awareness and 
prevention message in our communities. Burn Awareness Week, 
celebrated early in the year, is an excellent opportunity to “kick 
off” a year full of burn awareness education. 
 
SOURCE: 
http://www.health.gov.za/docs/other/Health_Awareness_Days_C
alendar_2015_2.pdf  
Department of Health. Health Awareness Days 2015 

8 Adoption of the Interim Constitution of the 
Republic of South Africa – 1996 

SOURCE:  
http://www.parliament.gov.za/live/content.php?Category_ID=11 
 

8 World Red Cross Day World Red Cross Day falls each year on the birthday of Henry 
Dunant, the Swiss citizen who founded the International Red 
Cross and Red Crescent Movement in 1863. Since the time that 
Dunant first conceived of the idea of the Red Cross, the 
Movement has grown to become the largest international 
humanitarian aid organization in the world. 
 
SOURCE: 
http://www.health.gov.za/docs/other/Health_Awareness_Days_C
alendar_2015_2.pdf  
Department of Health. Health Awareness Days 2015 

8-
9 Time of Remembrance and Reconciliation 

for Those Who Lost Their Lives during the 
Second World War 

A/RES/59/26 
 
By resolution 59/26 of 22 November 2004, the UN General 
Assembly declared 8–9 May as a time of remembrance and 
reconciliation and, while recognizing that Member States may 
have individual days of victory, liberation and commemoration, 
invited all Member States, organizations of the United Nations 
System, non-governmental organizations and individuals to 
observe annually either one or both of these days in an 
appropriate manner to pay tribute to all victims of the Second 
World War. The Assembly stressed that this historic event 
established the conditions for the creation of the United Nations, 
designed to save succeeding generations from the scourge of 
war, and called upon the Member States of the United Nations to 
unite their efforts in dealing with new challenges and threats, with 
the United Nations playing a central role, and to make every 
effort to settle all disputes by peaceful means in conformity with 
the Charter of the United Nations and in such a manner that 
international peace and security are not endangered. 
 
SOURCE: http://www.un.org/en/events/remembranceday/ 
 

1
0 World Move  for Health Day The Move for Health day forms part of the development of global 

and national strategies on diet, physical activity and health. 
 
SOURCE: 
http://www.health.gov.za/docs/other/Health_Awareness_Days_C
alendar_2015_2.pdf  
Department of Health. Health Awareness Days 2015 
 

10
-1

1 World Migratory Bird Day [UNEP] World Migratory Bird Day (WMBD) was initiated in 2006 and is 
an annual awareness-raising campaign highlighting the need for 
the protection of migratory birds and their habitats. On the 
second weekend each May, people around the world take action 
and organise public events such as bird festivals, education 
programmes and bird watching excursions to celebrate World 
Migratory Bird Day 
 
SOURCE: http://www.worldmigratorybirdday.org/ 
 

4 
- 

10
 Children’s Book Week Established in 1919, Children's Book Week is the longest-running 

national literacy initiative in the country. Every year, 
commemorative events are held nationwide at schools, libraries, 
bookstores, homes -- wherever young readers and books 
connect! 
 
SOURCE: http://www.bookweekonline.com/about 
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1
2 International Nurses Day International Nurses Day is celebrated around the world every 

May 12, the anniversary of Florence Nightingale's birth. The 
International Council of Nurses commemorates this important day 
each year with the production and distribution of the International 
Nurses' Day (IND) Kit. 
 
SOURCE:http://www.icn.ch/publications/international-nurses-day/ 
http://www.health.gov.za/docs/other/Health_Awareness_Days_C
alendar_2015_2.pdf  
Department of Health. Health Awareness Days 2015 
 

1
2 World Chronic Fatigue and Immune 

Dysfunction Syndrome  

This day is used to make the public aware of what Chronic 
Fatigue and Immune Dysfunction Syndrome is about.. It is more 
than just fatigue. Chronic fatigue syndrome (CFS) is a serious, 
debilitating medical condition. Individuals with CDS experience 
various problems including pain in the muscles and joints, tender 
lymph nodes, headaches, prolonged, extreme exhaustion 
following physical or mental activity and many other symptoms. 
 
SOURCE: 
http://www.health.gov.za/docs/other/Health_Awareness_Days_C
alendar_2015_2.pdf  
Department of Health. Health Awareness Days 2015 

13
 “Vesak”, the Day of the Full Moon "Vesak", the Day of the Full Moon in the month of May, is the 

most sacred day to millions of Buddhists around the world. It was 
on the Day of Vesak two and a half millennia ago, in the year 623 
B.C. that the Buddha was born. It was also on the Day of Vesak 
that the Buddha attained enlightenment, and it was on the Day of 
Vesak that the Buddha in his eightieth year passed away. 
 
The General Assembly, by its resolution 54/115 of 1999, 
recognized internationally the Day of Vesak to acknowledge the 
contribution that Buddhism, one of the oldest religions in the 
world, has made for over two and a half millennia and continues 
to make to the spirituality of humanity. This day is 
commemorated annually at the UN Headquarters and other UN 
offices, in consultation with the relevant UN offices and with 
permanent missions, which also wish to be consulted. 
 
SOURCE: http://www.un.org/en/events/vesakday/ 

15
 International Day of Families  A/RES/47/237 

 
The International Day of Families is observed on the 15th of May 
every year. The Day was proclaimed by the UN General 
Assembly in 1993 with resolution A/RES/47/237 and reflects the 
importance the international community attaches to families. The 
International Day provides an opportunity to promote awareness 
of issues relating to families and to increase knowledge of the 
social, economic and demographic processes affecting families. 
In its resolution, the General Assembly also noted that the family-
related provisions of the outcomes of the major United Nations 
conferences and summits of the 1990s and their follow-up 
processes continue to provide policy guidance on ways to 
strengthen family-centred components of policies and 
programmes as part of an integrated comprehensive approach to 
development. 
 
SOURCE: http://www.un.org/en/events/familyday/  
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6  
Go Torquise for the Elderly 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
SOURCE:  
http://www.health.gov.za/docs/other/Health_Awareness_Days_C
alendar_2015_2.pdf  
Department of Health. Health Awareness Days 2015 
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15
 International Conscientious Objection Day Since the 1980s, 15 May is celebrated as International 

Conscientious Objectors' Day [1]. Originally coordinated by the 
International Conscientious Objectors' Meeting (ICOM), War 
Resisters' International stepped in to coordinate and promote 
International Conscientious Objectors' Day since ICOM ceased to 
meet ever since ICOM 1995 in Chad. As part of WRI's 
programme on The Right to Refuse to Kill[2], War Resisters' 
International aims to establish a tradition of international 
nonviolent direct action on 15 May in support of a certain CO 
struggle, accompanied by decentral activities all over the world. 
In 2002, WRI organised an international nonviolent direct action 
at NATO's headquarters in Brussels, in support of CO 
movements on the Balkans [3]. In 2003, WRI plans to organise 
an international nonviolent direct action in Israel, in support of the 
Israeli refuseniks. 
 
SOURCE: http://globaldimension.org.uk/calendar/event/4404 
 

17
 World Hypertension Day The WHD was first inaugurated in May 2005 and has become an 

annual event ever since. The purpose of the WHD is to promote 
public awareness of hypertension and to encourage citizens of all 
countries to prevent and control this silent killer, the modern 
epidemic. 
 
SOURCE:  
http://www.health.gov.za/docs/other/Health_Awareness_Days_C
alendar_2015_2.pdf  
Department of Health. Health Awareness Days 2015 
 

17
 World Telecommunication and Information 

Society Day (WTISD) 

A/RES/60/252 
 
Resolution 68 (Rev. Antalya, 2006) - World Telecommunication 
and Information Society Day 
In November 2006, the ITU Plenipotentiary Conference in 
Antalya, Turkey, decided to celebrate both events on 17 May as 
World Telecommunication and Information Society Day. The 
updated Resolution 68 invites Member States and Sector 
Members to celebrate the day annually by organizing appropriate 
national programmes with a view to: 
 stimulating reflection and exchanges of ideas on the theme 

adopted by the Council  
 debating the various aspects of the theme with all partners 

in society  
 formulating a report reflecting national discussions on the 

issues underlying the theme, to be fed back to ITU and the 
rest of its membership  

17 May marks the anniversary of the signing of the first 
International Telegraph Convention and the creation of the 
International Telecommunication Union.  
World Telecommunication Day has been celebrated annually on 
17 May since 1969, marking the founding of ITU and the signing 
of the first International Telegraph Convention in 1865. It was 
instituted by the Plenipotentiary Conference in Malaga-
Torremolinos in 1973.In November 2005, the World Summit on 
the Information Society called upon the UN General Assembly to 
declare 17 May as World Information Society Day to focus on the 
importance of ICT and the wide range of issues related to the 
Information Society raised by WSIS. The General Assembly 
adopted a resolution (A/RES/60/252) in March 2006 stipulating 
that World Information Society Day shall be celebrated every 
year on 17 May.) 
 
SOURCE: http://www.itu.int/en/wtisd/Pages/about.aspx 
 

18
 International Museum Day (theme for 2006: 

Museums and Young People) 

Every year since 1977 International Museum Day is organised 
worldwide around May 18. This day is an occasion to raise 
awareness on how important museums are in the development of 
society. 
 
SOURCE: http://icom.museum/imd.html 
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17
 International Candlelight Memorial Day The International AIDS Candlelight Memorial, coordinated by the 

Global Network of People living with HIV is one of the world’s 
oldest and largest grassroots mobilization campaigns for HIV 
awareness in the world. Started in 1983, the International AIDS 
Candlelight Memorial takes place every third Sunday in May and 
is led by a coalition of some 1,200 community organizations in 
115 countries. 
 
SOURCE:  
http://www.health.gov.za/docs/other/Health_Awareness_Days_C
alendar_2015_2.pdf  
Department of Health. Health Awareness Days 2015 
 

19
-2

5 Deaf Awareness Week This Deaf Awareness Week you may be asking - what is deaf 
awareness? It’s about 'promoting the positive aspects of 
deafness', to 'promote social inclusion' and raise awareness to all 
the organisations that support the week. Most importantly it’s 
about helping people that are deaf.   When asked what deaf 
awareness meant for them, one person said: 'I want my family to 
include me in their conversations.'  This really got to me and 
emphasised how important this is to tackle. 
 
SOURCE:  
http://www.national-awareness-days.com/deaf-awareness-
week.html 
 

21
 World Day for Cultural Diversity for 

Dialogue and Development  

A/RES/57/249 
 
The World Day for Cultural Diversity for Dialogue and 
Development, proclaimed by the UN General Assembly in 
December 2002 and celebrated on 21 May, provides an 
opportunity for mobilization on the part of all actors 
(governments, policy makers, civil society organizations, 
communities, cultural professionals) to promote culture in its 
diversity and in all its forms: tangible and intangible heritage, 
creative industries, goods and services. 
 
SOURCE: http://www.un.org/en/events/culturaldiversityday/ 
 

22
 International Day for Biological Diversity 

 

A/RES/55/201  
 
The United Nations General Assembly, by its resolution 55/201 of 
20 December 2000, proclaimed 22 May as The International Day 
for Biological Diversity, to increase understanding and awareness 
of biodiversity issues. The date designated for the day was 
chosen to commemorate the adoption of the text of the 
Convention on 22 May 1992 by the Nairobi Final Act of the 
Conference for the Adoption of the Agreed Text of the 
Convention on Biological Diversity.  
 
SOURCE: http://www.un.org/en/events/biodiversityday/ 
  

23
 International Day to End Obstetric Fistula A/RES/67/147 

 
Obstetric fistula is a preventable and treatable childbearing injury 
- the result of prolonged, obstructed labour. It leaves women 
incontinent, ashamed and often isolated from their communities. 
A debilitating condition that has left — and continues to leave — 
hundreds of thousands of women suffering in solitude and 
shame, obstetric fistula is perhaps one of the most telling 
examples of inequitable access to maternal health care and, until 
recently, one of the most hidden. Over 300 million women 
worldwide suffer from complications of pregnancy and delivery. 
For every woman who dies of maternal related causes, at least 
20 women experience a maternal morbidity, of which obstetric 
fistula is one of the most severe forms. In its resolution 
A/RES/67/147, the General Assembly calls on the international 
community to use the International Day to significantly raise 
awareness and intensify actions towards ending obstetric fistula. 
 
SOURCE: http://www.timeanddate.com/holidays/un/day-to-end-
obstetric-fistula 
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0 Week of Solidarity with Peoples of all 
colonial territories fighting for Freedom, 
Independence and Human Rights  

This Week of Solidarity, which was initiated in support of national 
liberation movements in Africa, now includes the peoples of all 
the remaining dependent Territories and provides an opportunity 
for the international community to reiterate its solidarity with their 
pursuit of freedom and independence. 
 
SOURCE: 
http://secretariat.thecommonwealth.org/Internal/190707/190891/1
51655/153670/significant_international_human_rights_days/ 
 

2
5 Africa Day South Africa joins the rest of Africa in proudly celebrating the 

founding of the Organization of African Unity (OAU) on 1963. The 
OAU has played a pivotal role in the development of the African 
Continent. Not only has it steadfastly promoted the principles of 
unity and cooperation that its founding fathers promoted, but it 
has also created fundamental instruments for promoting human 
rights, the integration of the Continent and the promotion of 
democracy and good governance. 
 
SOURCE:  
http://www.africaday.info/about.html 
http://globaldimension.org.uk/calendar/event/4727 
 

2
5 Commemoration of the establishment of 

the AFRICAN UNION 

SOURCE:  
http://pa.au.int/en/content/commemoration-africa-human-rights-
day-addis-ababa-ethiopia 
 

26
-3

0 International Week for the disappeared Every last week of May, the international community, especially 
the associations of families of the disappeared, commemorate 
the International Week of the Disappeared (IWD). - See more at: 
http://odhikar.org/odhikar-observes-the-international-week-of-the-
disappeared/#sthash.MUVQwsGW.dpuf 
 
SOURCE: http://odhikar.org/odhikar-observes-the-international-
week-of-the-disappeared/ 
 

27
/0
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 Child Protection Week  National Child Protection Week (CPW) is commemorated in 
South Africa annually to raise awareness of the rights of children 
as articulated in the Children's Act of 2005. The campaign that 
began in 1997 also aims to mobilise all sectors of society to 
ensure the care and protection of children. The campaign is led 
by the Minister of Social Development; however it is incumbent 
on all of us to play a role in protecting children and creating a 
safe and secure environment for them.  
 
SOURCE:  
http://www.health.gov.za/docs/other/Health_Awareness_Days_C
alendar_2015_2.pdf  
Department of Health. Health Awareness Days 2015 
 

28
 International Day of Action for Women’s 

Health 

In 1987, during a reunion of members of Women's Global 
Network for Reproductive Rights (WGNRR), 28 May was 
declared as International Day of Action for Women's Health. In 
1999, it was officially recognized by the government of South 
Africa. The International Day of Action on Women's Health is a 
day to call for action towards the improvisation of women's 
health. The main focus of the International Day of Action on 
Women's Health and the WGNRR lies on protecting the sexual 
and reproductive health of women. 
 
SOURCE: 
http://www.health.gov.za/docs/other/Health_Awareness_Days_C
alendar_2015_2.pdf  
Department of Health. Health Awareness Days 2015 
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2
8 World Play Day World Play Day is 28 May every year. The chosen date of May 

28th was the day in 1987 on which, at the 4th International Toy 
Library Conference in Toronto, it was decided to form the 
International Toy Library Association. Play is so important to all of 
us, especially to children. And, it tends to be one of the most 
neglected of all of the rights of a child. The promotion of World 
Play Day (WPD) as an ITLA activity was formally agreed to by 
the members at the General Assembly, 8th ITLA International 
Toy Library Conference - Tokyo, Japan in 1999.  
 
 
SOURCE: http://www.itla-toylibraries.org/pages/world_play_day/# 

2
9 International Day of UN Peacekeepers  A/RES/57/129 

 
Since its beginning in 1948, United Nations peacekeeping has 
evolved into one of the main tools used by the international 
community to manage complex crises that threaten international 
peace and security. The day has two purposes (a) to honour the 
memory of the UN peacekeepers who have lost their lives in the 
cause of peace and (b) to pay tribute to all the men and women 
who have served and continue to serve in UN peacekeeping 
operations for their high level of professionalism, dedication and 
courage.  
 
SOURCE: http://www.un.org/en/events/peacekeepersday/ 

29
 National Plan of Action for Children in 

South Africa 2012–2017 approved by 
Cabinet in 2013 

National Plan of Action for Children in South Africa 2012 to 2017 
was approved by the South African Cabinet and sets out goals 
for children across all areas.  

31
 World No-Tobacco Day (WHO) Resolution 42.19 of the 42nd session of WHO 

 
See website for annual theme 
 
SOURCE: http://www.who.int/tobacco/wntd/en/ 
http://www.health.gov.za/docs/other/Health_Awareness_Days_C
alendar_2015_2.pdf  
Department of Health. Health Awareness Days 2015 
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NATIONAL YOUTH MONTH SOURCE: 
http://www.health.gov.za/docs/other/Health_Awareness_Days_C
alendar_2015_2.pdf  
Department of Health. Health Awareness Days 2015 
 

MEN’S HEALTH MONTH SOURCE: 
http://www.health.gov.za/docs/other/Health_Awareness_Days_C
alendar_2015_2.pdf  
Department of Health. Health Awareness Days 2015 
 

NATIONAL BLOOD DONOR MONTH SOURCE: 
http://www.health.gov.za/docs/other/Health_Awareness_Days_C
alendar_2015_2.pdf  
Department of Health. Health Awareness Days 2015 
 

NATIONAL ENVIRONMENT MONTH 
 

SOURCE: 
http://www.gov.za/national-environment-month-2015 

1 International Children’s Day Children’s Day is a special event to honour and protect children 
around the world. This event was created in 1954 to protect 
children from long working hours and dangerous situation in the 
workplace as well as give every children chance to get education. 
The United Nations General Assembly suggest all countries to 
celebrate Children’s Day on any appropriate day according to 
each country. Thus, different countries may observe different 
date of Children Day. Universal Children Day is celebrated on 20 
November every year. On October 1953, Children’s Day was 
celebrated for the first time in Geneva with International Union for 
Child Welfare as the sponsor. This Children’s Day celebration 
inspired United Nations General Assembly to observe Universal 
Children’s Day in 1954. 
 
SOURCE:  
http://www.cute-calendar.com/event/international-childrens-
day/14450.html 
http://www.health.gov.za/docs/other/Health_Awareness_Days_C
alendar_2015_2.pdf  
Department of Health. Health Awareness Days 2015 
 

1 Global Day of Parents A/RES/66/292  
 
The Global Day of Parents is observed on the 1st of June every 
year. The Day was proclaimed by the UN General Assembly in 
2012 with resolution A/RES/66/292 and honours parents 
throughout the world. The Global Day provides an opportunity to 
appreciate all parents in all parts of the world for their selfless 
commitment to children and their lifelong sacrifice towards 
nurturing this relationship. In its resolution, the General Assembly 
also noted that the family has the primary responsibility for the 
nurturing and protection of children and that children, for the full 
and harmonious development of their personality, should grow up 
in a family environment and in an atmosphere of happiness, love 
and understanding. The resolution recognizes the role of parents 
in the rearing of children and invites Member States to celebrate 
the Day in full partnership with civil society, particularly involving 
young people and children. 
 
SOURCE: http://www.un.org/en/events/parentsday/index.shtml  
 

                                                            
6 All background information was obtained from the internet or related sources and are directly quoted from the source 
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2 International Cancer Survivors Day In South Africa alone, one out of four people will be affected by 
cancer in their lifetime. The increase in the number of people 
diagnosed with cancer leads to an increased number of people 
living with many kinds of consequences. This day is set aside as 
one which wishes to celebrate hope and life with survivors and 
their families with a special day of hope; support; and nurturing. 
 
SOURCE: 
http://www.health.gov.za/docs/other/Health_Awareness_Days_C
alendar_2015_2.pdf  
Department of Health. Health Awareness Days 2015 

3-
9 World Heart Rhythm Week SOURCE: 

http://www.health.gov.za/docs/other/Health_Awareness_Days_C
alendar_2015_2.pdf  
Department of Health. Health Awareness Days 2015 

4 International Day of Innocent Children 
Victims of Aggression  

A/RES/ES-7/8  
 
On 19 August 1982, at its emergency special session on the 
question of Palestine, the General Assembly, “appalled at the 
great number of innocent Palestinian and Lebanese children 
victims of Israel’s acts of aggression”, decided to commemorate 4 
June of each year as the International Day of Innocent Children 
Victims of Aggression (resolution ES-7/8). The purpose of the day 
is to acknowledge the pain suffered by children throughout the 
world who are the victims of physical, mental and emotional 
abuse. This day affirms the UN's commitment to protect the rights 
of children. 
  
SOURCE: http://www.un.org/en/events/childvictimday/ 
http://www.health.gov.za/docs/other/Health_Awareness_Days_C
alendar_2015_2.pdf  
Department of Health. Health Awareness Days 2015 
 

5 World Environmental Day (UNEP) A/RES/2994 (XXVII)   
 
By resolution 2994 (XXVII)) of 15 December 1972, the General 
Assembly designated 5 June as World Environment Day to 
deepen public awareness of the need to preserve and enhance 
the environment. That date recalls the opening day of the United 
Nations Conference on the Human Environment (Stockholm, 
1972), which led to the establishment of the United Nations 
Environment Programme (UNEP).  
 
SOURCE: http://www.unep.org/wed/ 
http://www.health.gov.za/docs/other/Health_Awareness_Days_C
alendar_2015_2.pdf  
Department of Health. Health Awareness Days 2015 
 

June
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8 World Ocean’s Day A/RES/63/111  
 
By its resolution 63/111 of 5 December 2008, the UN General 
Assembly designated 8 June as World Oceans Day. The official 
designation of World Oceans Day is an opportunity to raise global 
awareness of the challenges faced by the international 
community in connection with the oceans. The lungs of our 
planet, providing most of the oxygen we breathe, the oceans are 
also a major source of food and medicines and a critical part of 
the biosphere. The General Assembly recognized the important 
contribution of sustainable development and management of the 
resources and uses of the oceans and seas to the achievement 
of international development goals, including those contained in 
the United Nations Millennium Declaration.  The resolution calls 
upon user States and States bordering straits used for 
international navigation to continue to cooperate by agreement on 
matters relating to navigational safety, including safety aids for 
navigation, and the prevention, reduction and control of pollution 
from ships. Member states are also urged to increase the 
coverage of hydrographic information on a global basis to 
enhance capacity-building and technical assistance and to 
promote safe navigation, especially in areas used for international 
navigation, in ports and where there are vulnerable or protected 
marine areas. 
 
SOURCE: http://www.un.org/en/events/oceansday/ 
  

12
 World Day Against Child Labour The International Labour Organization (ILO) launched the World 

Day Against Child Labour in 2002 to focus attention on the global 
extent of child labour and the action and efforts needed to 
eliminate it. Each year on 12 June, the World Day brings together 
governments, employers and workers organizations, civil society, 
as well as millions of people from around the world to highlight 
the plight of child labourers and what can be done to help them. 
Around the world, large numbers of children are engaged in paid 
or unpaid domestic work in the home of a third party or employer. 
These children can be particularly vulnerable to exploitation. 
Their work is often hidden from the public eye, they may be 
isolated, and they may be working far away from their family 
home. Stories of the abuse of children in domestic work are all 
too common.  
 
SOURCE: http://www.un.org/en/events/childlabourday/ 
 

12
 Nelson Mandela Imprisoned “for Life” – 

1964 

SOURCE:  
http://www.sahistory.org.za/dated-event/eight-eleven-accused-
rivonia-trial-sentenced-life-prison 
 

13
 International Albinism Awareness Day A/RES/69/170 

 
Through this day the UN is encouraging Member States to 
continue their efforts to protect and preserve the rights of persons 
with albinism to life, dignity and security, as well as their right not 
to be subject to torture and cruel, inhuman or degrading 
treatment or punishment, and to continue their efforts to ensure 
equal access for persons with albinism to employment, 
education, justice and the enjoyment of the highest. It calls on all 
UN Member States, organizations of the United Nations system 
and other international and regional organizations, as well as civil 
society, including non-governmental organizations and 
individuals, to observe International Albinism Awareness Day in 
an appropriate manner; Member States to provide the United 
Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights with information 
on the initiatives taken to promote and protect the human rights of 
persons with albinism, including efforts to increase awareness of 
the human rights situation of persons with albinism and 
understanding of albinism; and the human rights treaty bodies 
and special procedures of the Human Rights Council to continue 
to give attention, within their respective mandates, to the situation 
of persons with albinism. 
 
SOURCE: http://www.gov.za/international-albinism-awareness-
day 
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14
 World Blood Donor Day [WHO] WHA58.13  

 
World Blood Donor Day, celebrated on 14 June every year, 
serves to raise awareness of the need for safe blood and blood 
products and to thank voluntary unpaid blood donors for their life-
saving gifts of blood. 
 
SOURCE: http://www.who.int/campaigns/world-blood-donor-
day/2013/en/index.html 
http://www.health.gov.za/docs/other/Health_Awareness_Days_C
alendar_2015_2.pdf  
Department of Health. Health Awareness Days 2015 
 

1
5 World Elder Abuse Awareness Day A/RES/66/127 

 
The global population of people aged 60 years and older will 
more than double, from 542 million in 1995 to about 1.2 billion in 
2025. Around 4 to 6% of elderly people have experienced some 
form of maltreatment at home. Elder maltreatment can lead to 
serious physical injuries and long-term psychological 
consequences. The incidence of abuse towards older people is 
predicted to increase as many countries are experiencing rapidly 
ageing populations. Elder abuse is a global social issue which 
affects the health and human rights of millions of older persons 
around the world, and an issue which deserves the attention of 
the international community. The United Nations General 
Assembly, in its resolution 66/127, designated June 15 as World 
Elder Abuse Awareness Day. It represents the one day in the 
year when the whole world voices its opposition to the abuse and 
suffering inflicted to some of our older generations. 
 
SOURCE: http://www.un.org/en/events/elderabuse/ 
http://www.health.gov.za/docs/other/Health_Awareness_Days_C
alendar_2015_2.pdf  
Department of Health. Health Awareness Days 2015 
 

15
 -

 2
1 National Epilepsy Week SOURCE: 

http://www.health.gov.za/docs/other/Health_Awareness_Days_C
alendar_2015_2.pdf  
Department of Health. Health Awareness Days 2015 
 
 

1
6 Youth Day (South Africa) Previously known as Soweto Day.  In 1975 protests started in 

African schools after a directive from the previous Bantu 
Education Department that Afrikaans had to be used on an equal 
basis with English as a language of instruction in secondary 
schools. The issue however, was not so much the Afrikaans as 
the whole system of Bantu education which was characterised by 
separate schools and universities, poor facilities, overcrowded 
classrooms and inadequately trained teachers. On 16 June 1976 
more than 20 000 pupils from Soweto began a protest march. In 
the wake of clashes with the police, and the violence that ensued 
during the next few weeks, approximately 700 hundred people, 
many of them youths, were killed and property destroyed.  
 
SOURCE: 
http://www.health.gov.za/docs/other/Health_Awareness_Days_C
alendar_2015_2.pdf  
Department of Health. Health Awareness Days 2015 
 

16
 Day of the African Child SOURCE:  

http://www.hrea.org/index.php?base_id=527&language_id=1 
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1
7 World Day to Combat Desertification and 

Drought  

A/RES/49/115  
 
In 1994, the United Nations General Assembly declared June 17 
the World Day to Combat Desertification and Drought to promote 
public awareness of the issue, and the implementation of the 
United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD) in 
those countries experiencing serious drought and/or 
desertification, particularly in Africa. 
 
SOURCE: http://www.un.org/en/events/desertificationday/ 
 

17
-2

8 National Polio (2nd Round) Immunization 
Campaign 

SOURCE:  
http://www.health.gov.za/docs/other/Health_Awareness_Days_C
alendar_2015_2.pdf  
Department of Health. Health Awareness Days 2015 
 
 

2
0 World Refugee Day A/RES/55/76 

 
For years, many countries and regions have been holding their 
own Refugee Days and even Weeks. One of the most 
widespread is Africa Refugee Day, which is celebrated on 20 
June in several countries. The UN General Assembly, on 4 
December 2000, adopted resolution 55/76 where it noted that 
2001 marked the 50th anniversary of the 1951 Convention 
relating to the Status of Refugees, and that the Organization of 
African Unity (OAU) had agreed to have International Refugee 
Day coincide with Africa Refugee Day on 20 June. The General 
Assembly therefore decided that 20 June would be celebrated as 
World Refugee Day. This year the UN refugee agency, UNHCR, 
continues its award-winning "1" campaign with its first ever 
personal fundraising site, which asks us to Take 1 minute to 
support a family forced to flee. 
 
SOURCE: http://www.un.org/en/events/refugeeday/ 
 

20
 Africa Refugee Day (A/RES/55/76) 

For years, many countries and regions have been holding their 
own Refugee Days and even Weeks. One of the most 
widespread is Africa Refugee Day, which is celebrated on 20 
June in several countries. 

The UN General Assembly, on 4 December 2000, adopted 
resolution 55/76 where it noted that 2001 marked the 50th 
anniversary of the 1951 Convention relating to the Status of 
Refugees, and that the Organization of African Unity (OAU) had 
agreed to have International Refugee Day coincide with Africa 
Refugee Day on 20 June. 

 
SOURCE: http://www.un.org/en/events/refugeeday/ 
 

21
 International Day of Yoga A/RES/69/131 

 
In noting the importance of individuals and populations making 
healthier choices and following lifestyle patterns that foster good 
health, the UN General Assembly declares 21 June every year as 
International Day of Yoga,   
underscoring the fact that global health is a long-term 
development objective that requires closer international 
cooperation through the exchange of best practices aimed at 
building better individual lifestyles devoid of excesses of all kinds, 
recognizing that yoga provides a holistic approach to health and 
well-being, and also that wider dissemination of information about 
the benefits of practising yoga would be beneficial for the health 
of the world population. 
 
SOURCE: http://www.un.org/pga/111214_statement-launch-
international-day-yoga/
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2
1 National Epilepsy Day Epilepsy is the most common neurological condition. About one 

in every 100 people has epilepsy. A single seizure does not 
necessarily mean you have epilepsy. Epilepsy can affect anyone 
at any age. 75% of people with epilepsy have had their first 
seizure before the age of 20. Up to 80% of people will have their 
epilepsy controlled by medication. Many children with epilepsy 
will outgrow it. Epilepsy is not a mental illness or psychiatric 
disorder. Epilepsy is not infectious or contagious. One in 20 
people have a seizure at some time in their lives. 
 
SOURCE:  
http://www.health.gov.za/docs/other/Health_Awareness_Days_C
alendar_2015_2.pdf  
Department of Health. Health Awareness Days 2015 
 

23
 Africa Public Service Day Africa Public Service Day is an event entrenched in the African 

Union calendar. It originates from the conference of African 
Ministers for Public or Civil Service held in Tangier, Morocco in 
1994. It was agreed at this conference that the 23 June should be 
celebrated annually as Africa Public Service Day. It aims to 
discover innovations, reward excellence in the public sector, 
motivate public servants to further promote innovation, enhance 
professionalism in the public service, raise the image of public 
service, enhance trust in government, collect, document and 
share best practices for possible replication within a country as 
well as across the African Continent. 
 
SOURCE:  
http://www.dpsa.gov.za/batho-
pele/docs/afripubserday/hsc%20report%20maphunye.pdf 

23
 United Nations Public Service Day A/RES/57/277 

 
The UN General Assembly, in its resolution 57/277, designated 
23 June as Public Service Day. The UN Public Service Day 
intends to celebrate the value and virtue of public service to the 
community; highlight the contribution of public service in the 
development process; recognize the work of public servants, and 
encourage young people to pursue careers in the public sector. 
Since the first Awards Ceremony in 2003, the United Nations has 
received an increasing number of submissions from all around 
the world 
 
SOURCE: http://www.un.org/en/events/publicserviceday/ 
 

23
 International Widows’ Day A/RES/65/189 

 
Absent in statistics, unnoticed by researchers, neglected by 
national and local authorities and mostly overlooked by civil 
society organizations – the situation of widows is, in effect, 
invisible. Yet abuse of widows and their children constitutes one 
of the most serious violations of human rights and obstacles to 
development today. Millions of the world’s widows endure 
extreme poverty, ostracism, violence, homelessness, ill health 
and discrimination in law and custom. To give special recognition 
to the situation of widows of all ages and across regions and 
cultures, the United Nations General Assembly declared 23 June 
2011 as the first-ever International Widows’ Day, to be celebrated 
annually. 
 
SOURCE: http://www.un.org/en/events/widowsday/ 
 

24
-2

8 SANCA Drug Awareness Week Statistics for 2005 state that drug and alcohol abuse had 
increased by 200% over the previous four years. In a survey of 
persons aged 14 to 22 years, 60% were drug users, with the 
youngest heroin addict being only eight years old. Re-assuringly, 
however, incidences of under tens using drugs (according to 
2004 statistics) is less than 1%. This jumps dramatically for the 
10 to 14 year age group, to 2 to 4%. Typical drugs used by these 
youngsters are alcohol, tobacco and dagga. 
 
SOURCE:: 
http://www.health.gov.za/docs/other/Health_Awareness_Days_C
alendar_2015_2.pdf  
Department of Health. Health Awareness Days 2015 
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24
-3

0 National Youth Health Indaba SOURCE:  
http://www.health.gov.za/docs/other/Health_Awareness_Days_C
alendar_2015_2.pdf  
Department of Health. Health Awareness Days 2015 
 
 

25
 Day of the Seafarer [IMO] STCW/CONF.2/DC.4 

 
In 2010, the Diplomatic Conference which met in Manila to 
adopt milestone revisions to the International Convention on 
Standards of Training, Certification and Watch keeping for 
Seafarers (the STCW Convention) and its associated Code, 
also agreed that the unique contribution made by seafarers from 
all over the world to international seaborne trade, the world 
economy and civil society as a whole, should be marked 
annually with a ‘Day of the Seafarer’. The date chosen was 25 
June, the day on which the amendments were formally adopted.  
The campaign objectives are: 
 to increase awareness among the general public of the 

indispensable services  you render to international seaborne 
trade, the world economy and society at large; 

 to send a clear message to you that we recognize and 
appreciate your services; that we understand the 
extraordinary conditions and circumstances of your 
profession; that we do care about you; and that we do all that 
we can to look after and protect you when the circumstances 
of your life at sea so warrant; and 

 to redouble our efforts at the regulatory level to create a 
better, safer and more secure world in which you can 
operate. 

 
SOURCE: 
http://www.imo.org/About/Events/dayoftheseafarer/Pages/Day-of-
the-Seafarer-2013.aspx 
 

26
 International Day against Drug Abuse and 

Illicit Drug Trafficking 

A/RES/42/112  
 
By resolution 42/112 of 7 December 1987, the General Assembly 
decided to observe 26 June as the International Day against Drug 
Abuse and Illicit Trafficking as an expression of its determination 
to strengthen action and cooperation to achieve the goal of an 
international society free of drug abuse. This resolution 
recommended further action with regard to the report and 
conclusions of the 1987 International Conference on Drug Abuse 
and Illicit Trafficking. The end of the first century of drug control (it 
all started in Shanghai in 1909) coincided with the closing of the 
UNGASS decade (launched in 1998 by a General Assembly 
Special Session on Drugs). These anniversaries stimulated 
reflection on the effectiveness, and the limitations, of drug policy. 
The review resulted in the reaffirmation that illicit drugs continue 
to pose a health danger to humanity. That’s why drugs are, and 
should remain, controlled. With this sanction in mind, Member 
States confirmed unequivocal support for the UN Conventions 
that have established the world drug control system.  The 
General Assembly recognized that despite continued and 
increased efforts by the international community, the world drug 
problem continues to constitute a serious threat to public health, 
the safety and well-being of humanity, in particular young people, 
and the national security and sovereignty of States, and that it 
undermines socio-economic and political stability and sustainable 
development. It encouraged the Commission and the United 
Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) to continue their 
work on international drug control and urged all Governments to 
provide the fullest possible financial and political support to 
enable UNODC to continue, expand and strengthen its 
operational and technical cooperation activities, within its 
mandates.  
 
SOURCE: http://www.un.org/en/events/drugabuseday/  
http://www.health.gov.za/docs/other/Health_Awareness_Days_C
alendar_2015_2.pdf  
Department of Health. Health Awareness Days 2015 
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2
6 United Nations International Day in 

Support of Victims of Torture 

A/RES/52/149  
 
Torture seeks to annihilate the victim’s personality and denies the 
inherent dignity of the human being. The United Nations has 
condemned torture from the outset as one of the vilest acts 
perpetrated by human beings on their fellow human beings. 
Torture is a crime under international law. According to all 
relevant instruments, it is absolutely prohibited and cannot be 
justified under any circumstances. This prohibition forms part of 
customary international law, which means that it is binding on 
every member of the international community, regardless of 
whether a State has ratified international treaties in which torture 
is expressly prohibited. The systematic or widespread practice of 
torture constitutes a crime against humanity. On 12 December 
1997, by resolution 52/149, the UN General Assembly proclaimed 
26 June the United Nations International Day in Support of 
Victims of Torture, with a view to the total eradication of torture 
and the effective functioning of the Convention against Torture 
and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or 
Punishment, (resolution 39/46), annex, which entered into force 
on 26 June 1987. 
  
SOURCE: http://www.un.org/en/events/torturevictimsday/ 
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MENTAL ILLNESS AWARENESS MONTH SOURCE: 
http://www.health.gov.za/docs/other/Health_Awareness_Days_C
alendar_2015_2.pdf  
Department of Health. Health Awareness Days 2015 
 

NELSON MANDELA MONTH SOURCE:  
http://www.gov.za/nelson-mandela-month-2014 

MORAL REGENERATION MONTH SOURCE: 
http://www.mrm.org.za/index.php?option=com_content&view=arti
cle&id=1217&Itemid=609 
 

1 
- 

5 Corporate Wellness Week 
 
 

SOURCE: 
http://www.health.gov.za/docs/other/Health_Awareness_Days_C
alendar_2015_2.pdf  
Department of Health. Health Awareness Days 2015 
 

4 International Day of Co-operatives (First 
Saturday in July) 

A/RES/47/90 
 
In 1992, the United Nations General Assembly proclaimed, in its 
resolution 47/90 of 16 December 1992, the International Day of 
Cooperatives to be celebrated annually on the first Saturday of 
July. 
The aim of this International Day is to: 
 Increase awareness on cooperatives; 
 Highlight the complementarily of the goals and objectives of 

the United Nations and the international cooperative 
movement; 

 Underscore the contribution of the movement to the 
resolution of the major problems addressed by the United 
Nations; 

 Strengthen and extend partnerships between the 
international cooperative movement and other actors, 
including governments, at local, national and international 
levels. 

 
SOURCE: http://www.un.org/en/events/cooperativesday/  
 

9-
11

 African Edu Week SOURCE : http://www.educationweek.co.za/  

9 International Small Arms Destruction Day  SOURCE:  
http://www.nspa.nato.int/en/news/news-20140819-9.htm 

                                                            
7 All background information was obtained from the internet or related sources and are directly quoted from the source 
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11
 World Population Day UNDP decision 89/46 

 
In 1989, in its decision 89/46, the Governing Council of the United 
Nations Development Programme recommended that, in order to 
focus attention on the urgency and importance of population 
issues in the context of overall development plans and 
programmes and the need to find solutions for these issues, 11 
July should be observed by the international community as World 
Population Day.  
 
SOURCE: http://www.un.org/en/events/populationday/ 
http://www.health.gov.za/docs/other/Health_Awareness_Days_C
alendar_2015_2.pdf  
Department of Health. Health Awareness Days 2015 
 

15
 World Youth Skills Day A/RES/69/145 

 
In its resolution the United Nations General Assembly 
Recognizes that the fostering of the acquisition of skills by youth 
would enhance their ability to make informed choices with regard 
to life and work and empower them to gain access to changing 
labour markets. It calls on all Member States, organizations of the 
United Nations system and other international and regional 
organizations as well as civil society, including youth-led 
organizations, to commemorate World Youth Skills Day in an 
appropriate manner, in accordance with national priorities, 
including through education, campaigns, volunteering and public 
awareness-raising activities; and Stresses that the costs of all 
activities that may arise from the implementation of the present 
resolution should be met from voluntary contributions.  
 
SOURCE: http://www.un.org/press/en/2014/gashc4120.doc.htm 

18
  Nelson Mandela International Day A/RES/64/13 

 
In November 2009, the UN General Assembly declared 18 July 
"Nelson Mandela International Day" in recognition of the former 
South African President’s contribution to the culture of peace and 
freedom. General Assembly resolution A/RES/64/13 recognizes 
Nelson Mandela’s values and his dedication to the service of 
humanity, in the fields of conflict resolution, race relations, the 
promotion and protection of human rights, reconciliation, gender 
equality and the rights of children and other vulnerable groups, as 
well as the upliftment of poor and underdeveloped communities. 
It acknowledges his contribution to the struggle for democracy 
internationally and the promotion of a culture of peace throughout 
the world. 
 
SOURCE: http://www.un.org/en/events/mandeladay/ 
http://www.health.gov.za/docs/other/Health_Awareness_Days_C
alendar_2015_2.pdf  
Department of Health. Health Awareness Days 2015 
 

19
 First Women’s Rights Convention –1884  

28
 World Hepatitis Day [WHO] At its 2010 meeting, the World Health Assembly resolved that 

July 28 should be designated as World Hepatitis Day. World 
Hepatitis Day is an opportunity for education and greater 
understanding of viral hepatitis as a global public health problem, 
and to stimulate the strengthening of preventive and control 
measures of this disease by nations around the world. Hepatitis is 
one of the most prevalent and serious infectious conditions in the 
world, but many people - including health policy makers - remain 
unaware of its staggering toll on global health. 
 
SOURCE: 
http://www.who.int/csr/disease/hepatitis/world_hepatitis_day/en/ 
http://www.health.gov.za/docs/other/Health_Awareness_Days_C
alendar_2015_2.pdf  
Department of Health. Health Awareness Days 2015 
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30
  International Day of Friendship 

 
 
 

A/RES/65/275 
 
The International Day of Friendship was proclaimed in 2011 by 
the UN General Assembly with the idea that friendship between 
peoples, countries, cultures and individuals can inspire peace 
efforts and build bridges between communities. 
The resolution (A/RES/65/275) places particular emphasis on 
involving young people, as future leaders, in community activities 
that include different cultures and promote international 
understanding and respect for diversity. The Day is also intended 
to support the goals and objectives of the Declaration and 
Programme of Action on a Culture of Peace and the International 
Decade for a Culture of Peace and Non-Violence for the Children 
of the World (2001-2010). 
To mark the International Day of Friendship the UN encourages 
governments, international organizations and civil society groups 
to hold events, activities and initiatives that contribute to the 
efforts of the international community towards promoting a 
dialogue among civilizations, solidarity, mutual understanding and 
reconciliation. 
 
SOURCE: http://www.un.org/en/events/friendshipday/ 
 

30
 World Day against Trafficking in Persons A/RES/68/192 

 
In 2010, the General Assembly adopted the Global Plan of Action 
to Combat Trafficking in Persons, urging Governments worldwide 
to take coordinated and consistent measures to defeat this 
scourge. The Plan calls for integrating the fight against human 
trafficking into the UN’s broader programmes in order to boost 
development and strengthen security worldwide. One of the 
crucial provisions in the Plan is the establishment of a UN 
Voluntary Trust Fund for victims of trafficking, especially women 
and children. 
 
In 2013, the General Assembly held a high-level meeting to 
appraise the Global Plan of Action. Member States also adopted 
resolution A/RES/68/192 and designated July 30 as the World 
Day against Trafficking in Persons. This resolution declared that 
such a day was necessary to “raise awareness of the situation of 
victims of human trafficking and for the promotion and protection 
of their rights.” 
 
SOURCE: http://www.un.org/en/events/humantrafficking/ 
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NATIONAL WOMEN’S MONTH SOURCE : 
http://www.health.gov.za/docs/other/Health_Awareness_Days_C
alendar_2015_2.pdf  
Department of Health. Health Awareness Days 2015 
 

ORGAN DONOR MONTH SOURCE:  
http://www.health.gov.za/docs/other/Health_Awareness_Days_C
alendar_2015_2.pdf  
Department of Health. Health Awareness Days 2015 
 

BONE MARROW STEM AND LEUKAEMIA 
AWARENESS MONTH 
(15 August to 15 October) 
 

SOURCE : 
http://www.health.gov.za/docs/other/Health_Awareness_Days_C
alendar_2015_2.pdf  
Department of Health. Health Awareness Days 2015 
 

1-
7 CANSA Care Week SOURCE:  

http://www.health.gov.za/docs/other/Health_Awareness_Days_C
alendar_2015_2.pdf  
Department of Health. Health Awareness Days 2015 
 

1-
7 National Breast Feeding Week SOURCE:  

http://www.health.gov.za/docs/other/Health_Awareness_Days_C
alendar_2015_2.pdf  
Department of Health. Health Awareness Days 2015 
 

4
-1

0 Rheumatic Fever and Rheumatic Heart 
Disease Week 

A rare but potentially life-threatening disease, rheumatic fever is a 
complication of untreated strep throat caused by bacteria called 
group A streptococcus. The main symptoms -- fever, muscle 
aches, swollen and painful joints, and in some cases, a red, 
lattice-like rash -- typically begin one to six weeks after a bout of 
strep. In some cases, though, the infection may have been too 
mild to have been recognized. Rheumatic fever can also cause a 
temporary nervous system disorder once known as St. Vitus' 
dance. Today it is called chorea, or Sydenham's chorea. This is a 
nervous disorder -- characterized by rapid, jerky, involuntary 
movements of the body -- occurring chiefly in childhood or during 
pregnancy and closely associated with rheumatic fever. People 
with mild cases of chorea may find it difficult to concentrate or 
write. More severe cases can cause the muscles of the arms, 
legs, or face to twitch uncontrollably. 
 
SOURCE:  
http://www.webmd.com/a-to-z-guides/understanding-rheumatic-
fever-basics 
http://www.health.gov.za/docs/other/Health_Awareness_Days_C
alendar_2015_2.pdf  
Department of Health. Health Awareness Days 2015 
 

6 
- 

12
 Polio Awareness Week SOURCE:  

http://www.health.gov.za/docs/other/Health_Awareness_Days_C
alendar_2015_2.pdf  
Department of Health. Health Awareness Days 2015 
 

                                                            
8 All background information was obtained from the internet or related sources and are directly quoted from the source 
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9 National Women’s Day – South Africa This day commemorates 9 August 1956 when women 
participating in a national march petitioned against pass laws 
(legislation that required African persons to carry a document on 
them to ‘prove’ that they were allowed to enter a ‘white area’).  
 
SOURCE:  
http://www.health.gov.za/docs/other/Health_Awareness_Days_C
alendar_2015_2.pdf  
Department of Health. Health Awareness Days 2015 
 

9 International Day of the World's 
Indigenous Peoples 

A/RES/49/214  
 
The International Day of the World's Indigenous People (9 
August) was first proclaimed by the General Assembly in 
December 1994, to be celebrated every year during the first 
International Decade of the World's Indigenous People (1995 – 
2004). In 2004, the Assembly proclaimed a Second International 
Decade, from 2005 – 2014, with the theme of "A Decade for 
Action and Dignity." The focus of this year's International Day is 
"Indigenous peoples building alliances: Honouring treaties, 
agreements and other constructive arrangements." The theme 
aims to highlight the importance of honouring arrangements 
between States, their citizens and indigenous peoples that were 
designed to recognize indigenous peoples' rights to their lands 
and establish a framework for living in proximity and entering into 
economic relationships. Agreements also outline a political vision 
of different sovereign peoples living together on the same land, 
according to the principles of friendship, cooperation and peace.  
 
SOURCE: http://www.un.org/en/events/indigenousday/ 
 

  
12

 International Youth Day 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A/RES/54/120 
 
On 17 December 1999, in its resolution 54/120, the United 
Nations General Assembly endorsed the recommendation made 
by the World Conference of Ministers Responsible for Youth 
(Lisbon, 8-12 August 1998) that 12 August be declared 
International Youth Day. It recommended that public information 
activities be organized to support the Day as a way to promote 
better awareness of the World Programme of Action for Youth to 
the Year 2000 and Beyond, adopted by the Assembly in 1995 
(resolution 50/81).  
 
SOURCE: http://www.un.org/en/events/youthday/ 
http://www.health.gov.za/docs/other/Health_Awareness_Days_C
alendar_2015_2.pdf  
Department of Health. Health Awareness Days 2015 
 

15
 Commencement of Bone Marrow 

And Leukaemia Awareness Month 

SOURCE: 
http://www.health.gov.za/docs/other/Health_Awareness_Days_C
alendar_2015_2.pdf  
Department of Health. Health Awareness Days 2015 
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19
 World Humanitarian Day A/RES/63/139 

 
In December 2008, the sixty-third session of the UN General 
Assembly decided to designate 19 August as World Humanitarian 
Day. 19 August is the date on which a brutal terrorist attack on 
UN headquarters in Baghdad in 2003 killed 22 people, including 
UN envoy Sergio Vieira de Mello.  World Humanitarian Day 
honors those, who have lost their lives in humanitarian service 
and those, who continue to bring assistance and relief to millions.  
The Day also seeks to draw attention to humanitarian needs 
worldwide and the importance of international cooperation in 
meeting these needs. Every year, disasters cause immense 
suffering for millions of people – usually the world's poorest, most 
marginalized and vulnerable individuals. Humanitarian aid 
workers strive to provide life-saving assistance and long term 
rehabilitation to disaster-affected communities, regardless of 
where they are in the world and without discrimination based on 
nationality, social group, religion, sex, race or any other factor. 
Humanitarian aid is based on a number of founding principles, 
including humanity, impartiality, neutrality and independence. 
Humanitarian aid workers should be respected, and be able to 
access those in need in order to provide vital assistance. 
Humanitarian aid workers can be international, but most come 
from the country in which they work.  They reflect all cultures, 
ideologies and backgrounds and they are united by their 
commitment to humanitarianism. Everyone can be a 
humanitarian. People affected by disasters are often the first to 
help their own communities following a disaster. Responding to 
emergencies is only one aspect of humanitarian work. 
Humanitarian workers also support communities to rebuild their 
lives after disasters, to become more resilient to future crises, to 
advocate for their voices to be heard, and to build lasting and 
sustainable peace in areas of conflict. 
 
SOURCE: http://www.un.org/en/events/humanitarianday/ 
 

23
 International Day for the Remembrance of 

the Slave Trade and Its Abolition 
[UNESCO] 

Decision 8.2 of the 150th session of the UNESCO Executive 
Board   
 
The International Day for the Remembrance of the Slave Trade 
and its Abolition is celebrated on 23 August of every year.  The 
night of 22 to 23 August 1791, in Santo Domingo (today Haiti and 
the Dominican Republic) saw the beginning of the uprising that 
would play a crucial role in the abolition of the transatlantic slave 
trade. The International Day for the Remembrance of the Slave 
Trade and its Abolition is intended to inscribe the tragedy of the 
transatlantic slave trade in the memory of all peoples.  In 
accordance with the goals of the intercultural project "The Slave 
Route", it should offer an opportunity for collective consideration 
of the historic causes, the methods and the consequences of this 
tragedy, and for an analysis of the interactions to which it has 
given rise between Africa, Europe, the Americas and the 
Caribbean. The Director-General of UNESCO invites the 
Ministers of Culture of all Member States to organize events 
every year on that date, involving the entire population of their 
country and in particular young people, educators, artists and 
intellectuals. 
 
SOURCE: http://www.timeanddate.com/holidays/un/international-
day-remembrance-of-slave-trade-and-its-abolition 
 

24
-3

0 Cerebral Palsy Week (South Africa) To take such actions in the area of operation as may be 
necessary to prevent the occurrence of cerebral palsy and to 
enable persons with cerebral palsy to attain their maximum level 
of independence and integration into the community. 
 
SOURCE: http://www.napcp.org.za/ 
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26
-3

1 African Traditional Medicine Week Traditional African medicine is a holistic discipline involving the 
use of indigenous herbalism combined with aspects of African 
spirituality. About 80% of Africa's population relies on traditional 
medicine for their basic health needs. In some cases traditional 
medicine is the only healthcare service available, accessible and 
affordable to many people on the continent. In this case the 
significant contribution of traditional medicine as a major provider 
of healthcare services in Africa cannot be underestimated. 
 
SOURCE:   
http://www.health.gov.za/docs/other/Health_Awareness_Days_C
alendar_2015_2.pdf  
Department of Health. Health Awareness Days 2015 
 

29
 International Day against Nuclear Tests A/RES/64/35 

 
The 64th session of the United Nations General Assembly 
declared 29 August the International Day against Nuclear Tests 
through the unanimous adoption of its resolution 64/35 on 2 
December 2009. The Preamble of the resolution emphasizes that 
"every effort should be made to end nuclear tests in order to avert 
devastating and harmful effects on the lives and health of people" 
and that "the end of nuclear tests is one of the key means of 
achieving the goal of a nuclear-weapon-free world.” The main 
mechanism for eradicating nuclear weapons testing is through 
the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty (CTBT). It was 
adopted by the United Nations General Assembly on 10 
September 1996. To date, 183 countries have signed the treaty 
and 159 have ratified it. For the Treaty to into Force, it must be 
ratified by several of the States with significant nuclear 
capabilities. 
 
SOURCE: 
http://www.un.org/en/events/againstnucleartestsday/info.shtml 
 

30
 International Day of the Victims of 

Enforced Disappearances 

A/RES/65/209 
 
On 21 December 2010, by its resolution 65/209 the UN General 
Assembly expressed its deep concern, in particular, by the 
increase in enforced or involuntary disappearances in various 
regions of the world, including arrest, detention and abduction, 
when these are part of or amount to enforced disappearances, 
and by the growing number of reports concerning harassment, ill-
treatment and intimidation of witnesses of disappearances or 
relatives of persons who have disappeared. 
By the same resolution the Assembly welcomed the adoption of 
the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons 
from Enforced Disappearance, and decided to declare 30 August 
the International Day of the Victims of Enforced Disappearances, 
to be observed beginning in 2011. 
 
SOURCE: http://www.un.org/en/events/disappearancesday/ 
 

31
 African Traditional Medicine Day Commemoration of the African Traditional Medicine Day 

coincides with the date, 31 August 2000 on which the Ministers of 
Health adopted the relevant resolution at the 50th session of the 
World Health Organisation (WHO) Regional Committee for Africa 
in Ouagadougou, Burkina Faso. In 2009 the seventh African 
Traditional Medicine Day was celebrated under the theme 
“Traditional Medicine and Patient Safety” in recognition of the 
importance of patient safety and the global focus on ensuring 
overall quality of care. 
 
SOURCE:  
http://www.gov.za/african-traditional-medicine-day 
 

31
/0

8 
-0

5/
09

 World Water Week World Water Week in Stockholm, worldwaterweek.org 
The World Water Week in Stockholm is a week-long global water 
conference held each year in August or September. The World 
Water Week in Stockholm is arranged and led by the Stockholm 
International Water Institute (SIWI) and addresses a wide range 
of the world's water, development and sustainability issues and 
related concerns of international development. 
 
SOURCE: http://www.worldwaterweek.org/programme 
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NATIONAL HEART AWARENESS MONTH SOURCE:  
http://www.health.gov.za/docs/other/Health_Awareness_Days_C
alendar_2015_2.pdf  
Department of Health. Health Awareness Days 2015 
 

CERVICAL CANCER AWARENESS MONTH SOURCE:  
http://www.health.gov.za/docs/other/Health_Awareness_Days_C
alendar_2015_2.pdf  
Department of Health. Health Awareness Days 2015 
 

EYE CARE AWARENESS MONTH 
(21 September to 18 October) 

Eye Care Awareness Month is commemorated from 23 
September to 20 October to raise awareness about the 
importance of eye health, specifically around the prevention and 
treatment of avoidable blindness. 
Seventy-five percent of blindness is avoidable either through 
prevention or through treatment – which is why is important to get 
your eyes tested at least once per year. 
 
SOURCE:  
http://www.sancb.org.za/article/its-eye-care-awareness-month 
http://www.health.gov.za/docs/other/Health_Awareness_Days_C
alendar_2015_2.pdf  
Department of Health. Health Awareness Days 2015 
 

ALBINISM AWARENESS MONTH SOURCE:  
http://www.health.gov.za/docs/other/Health_Awareness_Days_C
alendar_2015_2.pdf  
Department of Health. Health Awareness Days 2015 
 

HERITAGE MONTH SOURCE:  
http://www.sahistory.org.za/cultural-heritage-religion/national-
heritage-day 
 

MUSCULAR DYSTROPHY AWARENESS MONTH SOURCE:  
http://www.health.gov.za/docs/other/Health_Awareness_Days_C
alendar_2015_2.pdf  
Department of Health. Health Awareness Days 2015 
 

NATIONAL MONTH OF DEAF PEOPLE SOURCE:  
http://www.health.gov.za/docs/other/Health_Awareness_Days_C
alendar_2015_2.pdf  
Department of Health. Health Awareness Days 2015 
 

CHILDHOOD CANCER AWARENESS MONTH SOURCE:  
http://www.health.gov.za/docs/other/Health_Awareness_Days_C
alendar_2015_2.pdf  
Department of Health. Health Awareness Days 2015 
 

TOURISM MONTH SOURCE: 
http://www.tourism.gov.za/CurrentProjects/TourismMonth2014/Pa
ges/Tourism-Month-2014.aspx 

NATIONAL ORAL HEALTH MONTH SOURCE:  
http://www.health.gov.za/docs/other/Health_Awareness_Days_C
alendar_2015_2.pdf  
Department of Health. Health Awareness Days 2015 
 

PUBLIC SERVICE MONTH SOURCE:  
http://www.gov.za/public-service-month 
 

                                                            
9 All background information was obtained from the internet or related sources and are directly quoted from the source 
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BONE MARROW STEM CELL DONATION AND 
LEUKAEMIA AWARENESS MONTH 
(15 August to 15 October) 

SOURCE:  
http://www.health.gov.za/docs/other/Health_Awareness_Days_C
alendar_2015_2.pdf  
Department of Health. Health Awareness Days 2015 
 

1-
7 National Headache and Migraine 

Awareness Week 

SOURCE:  
http://www.sancda.org.za/national-headache-migraine-
awareness-week-1-7-september/ 
 
 

1-
7 Arbor Week South Africa celebrates Arbor Week from 1-7 September 

annually. The Department of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries 
(DAFF), as the custodian of forestry in South Africa, is 
responsible for the campaign. National Arbor Week is an 
opportune time to call on all South Africans to plant indigenous 
trees as a practical and symbolic gesture of sustainable 
environmental management. 
 
SOURCE:  
http://www.nda.agric.za/docs/media/Arborweek/A3%20Z%20fold
_%20Arbor%20flyer_2014.pdf 
 

1-
6 National Book Week South Africa commemorates National Book Week every first 

week of September. It is an initiative of the South African Book 
Development Council (SABDC) in collaboration with the 
Department of Arts and Culture. Reading statistics report that 
only 14% of the South African population are active book readers, 
and a mere 5% of parents read to their children. National Book 
Week is an important initiative in encouraging the nation to value 
reading as a fun and pleasurable activity and to showcase how 
reading can easily be incorporated into one’s daily lifestyle. 
 
SOURCE: http://bookslive.co.za/blog/2013/08/26/national-book-
week-2013-provisional-programme/ 
 

1-
8 Pharmacy Week SOURCE:  

http://www.health.gov.za/docs/other/Health_Awareness_Days_C
alendar_2015_2.pdf  
Department of Health. Health Awareness Days 2015 
 

2-
6 Kidney Awareness Week This week that focuses on the function and health of kidneys is 

normally scheduled for the first full week of September and 
information on kidney health is made available to the public to 
help create awareness of the role of the kidneys in everyday life. 
 
SOURCE:  
http://www.health.gov.za/docs/other/Health_Awareness_Days_C
alendar_2015_2.pdf  
Department of Health. Health Awareness Days 2015 
 
 

2-
6 Back Awareness Week Back Awareness Week is marked to educate and make health 

workers and members of the public aware of the problems of 
back pain, common causes and risks, complications, 
management and prevention. Pain in the lower back or low back 
pain is a common concern, affecting up to 30 – 40% of South 
Africans at some point in their lifetime. Back pain may be caused 
by injury, mechanical or inflammatory conditions of the spine. The 
mechanical or inflammatory problem must be fixed before the 
pain will go away for good. 
 
SOURCE:  
http://www.health.gov.za/docs/other/Health_Awareness_Days_C
alendar_2015_2.pdf  
Department of Health. Health Awareness Days 2015 
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2 United Nations Convention on the Rights 
of the Child –1990 

SOURCE: 
http://www.ohchr.org/en/professionalinterest/pages/crc.aspx 
 

3 Convention on the Elimination of All Forms 
of Discrimination Against Women 
(CEDAW) – 1981 

SOURCE: 
http://www.ohchr.org/en/ProfessionalInterest/pages/cedaw.aspx 
 

4 Casual Day Everyone loves Casual Day, the campaign that invites all fun-
loving South Africans to dress differently for a day to raise funds 
and raise awareness of persons with disabilities. 
 
SOURCE: http://www.casualday.co.za/ 
 

5 International Day of Charity A/RES/67/105 
 
In recognition of the role of charity in alleviating humanitarian 
crises and human suffering within and among nations, as well as 
of the efforts of charitable organizations and individuals, including 
the work of Mother Teresa, the General Assembly of the United 
Nations in its resolution A/RES/67/105 designated the 5th of 
September, the anniversary of the death of Mother Teresa, as the 
International Day of Charity. On this International Day of Charity, 
the United Nations invites all Member States and all international 
and regional organizations, as well as civil society, including non-
governmental organizations and individuals, to commemorate the 
Day in an appropriate manner, by encouraging charity, including 
through education and public awareness-raising activities.  
 
SOURCE: http://www.un.org/en/events/charityday/ 
 

8 International Literacy Day [UNESCO] Resolution 1.141 of the 14th session of the UNESCO General 
Conference   
 
International Literacy Day is an occasion to celebrate the 
importance of literacy to individuals, communities and societies 
everywhere and to affirm the centrality of literacy within all 
struggles for sustainable human development. 
 
SOURCE: http://www.unesco.org/new/en/unesco/events/prizes-
and-celebrations/celebrations/international-days/literacy-day/ 
 

8 World Rain Forest Movement formed in 
1986 

 
 

8-
12

 National Parks Week The annual South African National Parks Week provides all 
South Africans with the opportunity of exploring their local 
National Park at absolutely no cost. It takes place in the second 
week of September. The inaugural SANParks week was held in 
2006 and was aimed at linking the South African national parks 
system to the global national movement and to also showcase 
the best of South Africa’s national parks. 
 
SOURCE:  
http://www.sanparks.org/about/events/parks_week/default.php 
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9 International Fetal Alcohol Syndrome Day World Foetal Alcohol Syndrome (FAS) Day is commemorated 
each year at nine minutes past nine on the ninth day of the ninth 
month to draw attention to the fact that women should not drink 
alcohol for nine months while pregnant. The alcohol the mother 
drinks enters the unborn baby's bloodstream causing damage to 
the foetus. Such damage is permanent and irreversible. FAS 
children will have physical and intellectual problems. 
 
SOURCE:  
http://www.health.gov.za/docs/other/Health_Awareness_Days_C
alendar_2015_2.pdf  
Department of Health. Health Awareness Days 2015 
 

8 World Sight Day ‘World Sight Day’ as the name suggests, is a day that is 
dedicated to pledging perfect vision for every individual on earth. 
It is an event that receives global attention every year. The 
agencies involved help bring attention to vision related issues that 
are plaguing the world. The World Sight Day initiative is 
organized under the Vision2020 global initiative. 
 
SOURCE:  
http://www.altiusdirectory.com/Society/world-sight-day.php 
 

14
 -

 2
0 Stroke Week Stroke Week is commemorated to raise awareness on the 

symptoms of stroke. Approximately 60 people die every day in 
our country as a result of strokes! But, the good news is, a stroke 
doesn’t have to be a death sentence.  Knowing the signs of a 
stroke and seeking immediate medical help can improve the 
outcome of the stroke. The symptoms of stroke appear suddenly 
and often there is more than one symptom at the same time. 
 
SOURCE:  
http://strokefoundation.com.au/event/national-stroke-week-201/ 
 

10
 World Suicide Prevention Day [WHO] World Suicide Prevention Day (WSPD), on 10 September, is 

organized by the International Association for Suicide Prevention 
(IASP). The purpose of this day is to raise awareness around the 
globe that suicide can be prevented. 
 
SOURCE: 
http://www.who.int/mental_health/prevention/suicide/suicidepreve
nt/en/ 
 

10
 International Gynaecological Health Day 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The International GYN Awareness Day is all about empowering 
people to lift the veil on gynaecological issues by celebrating the 
beauty that is a woman’s feminity. This day is the brainchild of 
Kath Mazzella OAM, a courageous vulval cancer survivor who 
has turned her pain into GAIN and is working hard to ensure that 
women have the support and the voice they need to cope with 
GYN conditions. 
 
SOURCE: http://gynaeday.com/ 
http://www.health.gov.za/docs/other/Health_Awareness_Days_C
alendar_2015_2.pdf  
Department of Health. Health Awareness Days 2015 
 

11
 World Wide Fund for Nature Founded – 

1961 
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1
1 World Hospice and palliative Care Day 

 
 

The World Hospice and Palliative Care Day is an annual day of 
action to mark and support hospice and palliative care across the 
globe. The world day aims to raise awareness for and 
understanding of the different needs of people with a life limiting 
disease. Moreover, it serves as a platform for raising the topic of 
hospice and palliative care and to obtain funds for these services 
around the world. 
 
SOURCE: 
http://www.zapaday.com/event/466875/2/World+Hospice+and+P
alliative+Care+Day.html 
http://www.health.gov.za/docs/other/Health_Awareness_Days_C
alendar_2015_2.pdf  
Department of Health. Health Awareness Days 2015 
 

12
 World Oral Health Day 

 

SOURCE: 
http://www.health.gov.za/docs/other/Health_Awareness_Days_C
alendar_2015_2.pdf  
Department of Health. Health Awareness Days 2015 
 

12
 United Nations Day for South-South 

Cooperation 

A/RES/58/220 
 
South-South cooperation, as an important element of 
international cooperation for development, offers viable 
opportunities for developing countries and countries with 
economies in transition in their individual and collective pursuit of 
sustained economic growth and sustainable development. By 
resolution 58/220 of 23 December 2003, the General Assembly 
decided to declare 19 December, United Nations Day for South-
South Cooperation. On 22 December 2011, the General 
Assembly, in its decision 66/550, decided that, beginning in 2012, 
the observance of the United Nations Day for South-South 
Cooperation would be changed from 19 December to 12 
September, to mark the day in 1978 when the United Nations 
Conference on Technical Cooperation among Developing 
Countries adopted the Buenos Aires Plan of Action for Promoting 
and Implementing Technical Cooperation among Developing 
Countries. The Assembly also urged all relevant United Nations 
organizations and multilateral institutions to intensify their efforts 
to effectively mainstream the use of South-South cooperation in 
the design, formulation and implementation of their regular 
programmes and to consider increasing allocations of human, 
technical and financial resources for supporting South-South 
cooperation initiatives. 
  
SOURCE: http://www.un.org/en/events/southcooperationday/ 
 

14
 National Attention Deficit Hyperactivity 

Disorder Day (ADHD) 

The aim of National ADHD Awareness Day is to provide 
information about ADHD, its diagnosis and various treatment 
solutions and coping mechanisms. It is an opportunity for 
patients, parents, teachers, therapists, caregivers and society to 
gain a greater understanding and awareness of ADHD. This will 
ensure that people affected by ADHD realise the full potential of 
their skills and talents. 
 
SOURCE: 
http://www.bizcommunity.com/Article/196/148/39876.html 
http://www.health.gov.za/docs/other/Health_Awareness_Days_C
alendar_2015_2.pdf  
Department of Health. Health Awareness Days 2015 
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1
5 International Day of Democracy A/RES/62/7 

 
Democracy is a universal value based on the freely expressed 
will of people to determine their own political, economic, social 
and cultural systems and their full participation in all aspects of 
their lives. While democracies share common features, there is 
no single model of democracy. Activities carried out by the United 
Nations in support of efforts of Governments to promote and 
consolidate democracy are undertaken in accordance with the 
UN Charter, and only at the specific request of the Member 
States concerned. The UN General Assembly, in resolution 
A/62/7 (2007) encouraged Governments to strengthen national 
programmes devoted to the promotion and consolidation of 
democracy, and also decided that 15 September of each year 
should be observed as the International Day of Democracy. 
 
SOURCE: http://www.un.org/en/events/democracyday/ 
 

16
 International Day for the Preservation of 

the Ozone Layer 

A/RES/49/114 
 
In 1994, the UN General Assembly proclaimed 16 September the 
International Day for the Preservation of the Ozone Layer, 
commemorating the date of the signing, in 1987, of the Montreal 
Protocol on Substances that Deplete the Ozone Layer (resolution 
49/114). States were invited to devote the Day to promote 
activities in accordance with the objectives of the Protocol and its 
amendments. The ozone layer, a fragile shield of gas, protects 
the Earth from the harmful portion of the rays of the sun, thus 
helping preserve life on the planet. The phase out of controlled 
uses of ozone depleting substances and the related reductions 
have not only helped protect the ozone layer for this and future 
generations, but have also contributed significantly to global 
efforts to address climate change; furthermore, it has protected 
human health and ecosystems by limiting the harmful ultraviolet 
radiation from reaching the earth. 
 
SOURCE: http://www.un.org/en/events/ozoneday/ 
 

12
 -

 1
4 Clean up the World So in 1993, Clean Up the World was launched. We mobilized 30 

million people in 80 countries, with the support of the United 
Nations Environment Programme. Over the past 20 years, 
community groups around the globe have come together to take 
action. Their willingness to do something to help protect and care 
for their precious environments is fantastic.2014 is Clean Up the 
World’s 22nd year, which is pretty impressive. The campaign is 
now live, and ready and waiting for your registrations. So come 
and join us!  
 
SOURCE: http://www.cleanuptheworld.org/en/Membership/2012-
welcome-message.html 
 

2
1 World Alzheimer’s Day World Alzheimer's Day™, 21 September each year, is a day on 

which Alzheimer associations concentrate their efforts on raising 
awareness about dementia. It might surprise you but there are an 
estimated 18 million people around the world who currently have 
dementia. 
 
SOURCE: http://www.alz.co.uk/adi/wad/ 
http://www.health.gov.za/docs/other/Health_Awareness_Days_C
alendar_2015_2.pdf  
Department of Health. Health Awareness Days 2015 
 

2
1 World Gratitude Day Source: http://www.cute-calendar.com/category/01028-world-

gratitude-day.html 
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21
 International Day of Peace A/RES/55/282 

 
Each year the International Day of Peace is observed around the 
world on 21 September. The General Assembly has declared this 
as a day devoted to strengthening the ideals of peace, both within 
and among all nations and peoples. The International Day of 
Peace was established in 1981 by resolution 36/67 of the United 
Nations General Assembly to coincide with its opening session, 
which was held annually on the third Tuesday of September. The 
first Peace Day was observed in September 1982. In 2001, the 
General Assembly by unanimous vote adopted resolution 55/282 
which established 21 September as an annual day of non-
violence and cease-fire. The United Nations invites all nations 
and people to honour a cessation of hostilities during the Day, 
and to otherwise commemorate the Day through education and 
public awareness on issues related to peace. 
 
SOURCE: http://www.un.org/en/events/peaceday/ 
 

   
21

 -
 2

7 World Retina Week 
 
 
 
 
 

World Retina Week is commemorated to raise awareness on 
Retinitis Pigmentosa [RP], Macular Degeneration [MD] and Usher 
Syndrome [US] as the most common retinal degenerative 
diseases which affect hundreds of thousands of South Africans 
and millions worldwide. Retinal degeneration affects people from 
all racial and socio-economic groups. The total population of 
South Africa is 44.5 million [2001 census] and the population 
under 35 is 30.9 million. 2.7% of these have a disability and 
visual disability is the largest group. 
 
SOURCE:  
http://www.health.gov.za/docs/other/Health_Awareness_Days_C
alendar_2015_2.pdf  
Department of Health. Health Awareness Days 2015 
 

23
 Commencement of Eye Care 

Awareness Month 

SOURCE: 
http://www.health.gov.za/docs/other/Health_Awareness_Days_C
alendar_2015_2.pdf  
Department of Health. Health Awareness Days 2015 
 
 

24
 Heritage Day – South Africa "The day is one of our newly created public holidays and its 

significance rests in recognising aspects of South African culture 
which are both tangible and difficult to pin down: creative 
expression, our historical inheritance, language, the food we eat 
as well as the land in which we live. Within a broader social and 
political context, the day's events…are a powerful agent for 
promulgating a South African identity, fostering reconciliation and 
promoting the notion that variety is a national asset as opposed 
to igniting conflict. Heritage has defined as "that which we inherit: 
the sum total of wild life and scenic parks, sites of scientific or 
historical importance, national monuments, historic buildings, 
works of art, literature and music, oral traditions and museum 
collections together with their documentation." (Statement issued 
by the Department of Arts, Culture, Science and Technology, 17 
September 1996). In an address marking Heritage Day in 1996, 
(former) President Mandela stated: "When our first 
democratically-elected government decided to make Heritage 
Day one of our national days, we did so because we knew that 
our rich and varied cultural heritage has a profound power to help 
build our new nation. We did so knowing that the struggles 
against the injustice and inequities of the past are part of our 
national identity; they are part of our culture. We knew that, if 
indeed our nation has to rise like the proverbial phoenix from the 
ashes of division and conflict, we had to acknowledge those 
whose selfless efforts and talents were dedicated to this goal of 
non-racial democracy." 
Government determines a theme for each year’s celebrations. 
 
SOURCE: http://www.sahistory.org.za/cultural-heritage-
religion/national-heritage-day 
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25
  World Maritime Day [IMO] IMCO/C XXXVIII/21 

 
Last week In September. Every year IMO celebrates World 
Maritime Day. The exact date is left to individual Governments 
but is usually celebrated during the last week in September. The 
day is used to focus attention on the importance of shipping 
safety and the marine environment and to emphasize a particular 
aspect of IMO's work. 
 
SOURCE: 
http://www.imo.org/About/Events/WorldMaritimeDay/WMD2014/P
ages/default.aspx 
 

26
  

26
 World Environmental Health Day 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Environmental health addresses all the physical, chemical, and 
biological factors external to a person, and all the related factors 
impacting behaviours. It encompasses the assessment and 
control of those environmental factors that can potentially affect 
health.  It is targeted towards preventing disease and creating 
health-supportive environments. This definition excludes 
behaviour not related to environment, as well as behaviour 
related to the social and cultural environment, and genetics. 
 
SOURCE:  
http://www.health.gov.za/docs/other/Health_Awareness_Days_C
alendar_2015_2.pdf  
Department of Health. Health Awareness Days 2015 
 
 
 
 
 

26
 International Day for the Total Elimination 

of Nuclear Weapons 

A/RES/68/32 
 
Achieving global nuclear disarmament is one of the oldest goals 
of the United Nations.  It was the subject of the General 
Assembly’s first resolution in 1946. It has been on the General 
Assembly’s agenda along with general and complete 
disarmament ever since 1959.  It has been a prominent theme of 
review conferences held at the UN since 1975 of States parties to 
the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty. It was identified a priority 
goal of the General Assembly’s first Special Session on 
disarmament in 1978, which attached a special priority to nuclear 
disarmament.  And it has been supported by every United 
Nations Secretary-General. 
 
SOURCE: 
http://www.un.org/en/events/nuclearweaponelimination/ 
 

27
 World Tourism Day [UNWTO]   It was at its third session (Torremolinos, Spain, September 1979), 

that the UNWTO General Assembly decided to institute World 
Tourism Day, commencing in the year 1980. This date was 
chosen to coincide with an important milestone in world tourism: 
the anniversary of the adoption of the UNWTO Statutes on 27 
September 1970. World Tourism Day (WTD) is commemorated 
each year on 27 September. Its purpose is to foster awareness 
among the international community of the importance of tourism 
and its social, cultural, political and economic value. The event 
seeks to address global challenges outlined in the United Nations 
Millennium Development Goals and to highlight the contribution 
the tourism industry can make in reaching these goals. Every 
year, UNWTO invites all interested parties to take part on 27 
September each year in the special celebrations taking place in 
their respective country or holiday destination.  
 
SOURCE: http://www.un.org/en/events/tourismday/index.shtml 
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2
8 World Rabies Day [WHO] September 28 is World Rabies Day, an opportunity for people 

around the world to unite in rabies prevention. Every year 
hundreds of thousands of people like you organize and take part 
in events. 
 
SOURCE: http://rabiesalliance.org/world-rabies-day/  
http://www.who.int/rabies/resources/en /  
http://www.health.gov.za/docs/other/Health_Awareness_Days_C
alendar_2015_2.pdf  
Department of Health. Health Awareness Days 2015 
 

2
8 World Retina Day World Retina Day is focused on seeking a cure for Retinitis 

Pigmentosa and allied diseases. Inherited retinal dystrophies 
such as Retinitis Pigmentosa, Usher Syndrome, Macular 
Degeneration and allied retinal disorders continue to be 
significant causes of vision loss globally. Retinal dystrophies 
affect more than 40 million people worldwide. 
Retinitis pigmentosa is the name of a group of inherited retinal 
dystrophies that cause degeneration of the retina of the eye. The 
retina, at the back of the eye, is a thin sheet of interconnected 
nerve cells including the light sensitive cells (rods and cones). It 
is here that light is converted into electrical signals to the brain 
where 'seeing' takes place. 
 
SOURCE:  
http://www.health.gov.za/docs/other/Health_Awareness_Days_C
alendar_2015_2.pdf  
Department of Health. Health Awareness Days 2015 
 

29
 World Heart Day World Heart Day is a global initiative of the World Heart 

Federation (WHF), with co-sponsorship from the World Health 
Organisation (WHO) and UNESCO. World Heart Day aims to 
raise global awareness of cardiovascular disease and its 
prevention. At least 80% of premature deaths from heart disease 
and stroke could be avoided if the main risk factors, tobacco, 
unhealthy diet and physical inactivity, are controlled. 
 
SOURCE:  
http://www.health.gov.za/docs/other/Health_Awareness_Days_C
alendar_2015_2.pdf  
Department of Health. Health Awareness Days 2015 
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SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT MONTH SOURCE:  
http://www.gov.za/social-development-month-2014 

BREAST CANCER AWARENESS MONTH SOURCE:  
http://www.health.gov.za/docs/other/Health_Awareness_Days_C
alendar_2015_2.pdf  
Department of Health. Health Awareness Days 2015 
 

MENTAL HEALTH AWARENESS MONTH SOURCE:  
http://www.health.gov.za/docs/other/Health_Awareness_Days_C
alendar_2015_2.pdf  
Department of Health. Health Awareness Days 2015 
 

BONE MARROW STEM CELL DONATION AND 
LEUKAEMIA AWARENESS MONTH 
(15 August to 15 October) 

SOURCE:  
http://www.health.gov.za/docs/other/Health_Awareness_Days_C
alendar_2015_2.pdf  
Department of Health. Health Awareness Days 2015 
 

EYE CARE AWARENESS MONTH 
(21 September to 18 October) 

SOURCE:  
http://www.health.gov.za/docs/other/Health_Awareness_Days_C
alendar_2015_2.pdf  
Department of Health. Health Awareness Days 2015 
 

MARINE MONTH SOURCE: 
http://www.gov.za/marine-month-2014 

TRANSPORT MONTH SOURCE: 
http://www.gov.za/transport-month-2014 

1 International Day of Older Persons A/RES/45/106  
 
On 14 December 1990, the United Nations General Assembly (by 
resolution 45/106) designated 1 October the International Day of 
Older Persons. This was preceded by initiatives such as the 
Vienna International Plan of Action on Ageing - which was 
adopted by the 1982 World Assembly on Ageing - and endorsed 
later that year by the UN General Assembly. In 1991, the General 
Assembly (by resolution 46/91) adopted the United Nations 
Principles for Older Persons. In 2002, the Second World 
Assembly on Ageing adopted the Madrid International Plan of 
Action on Ageing, to respond to the opportunities and challenges 
of population ageing in the 21st century and to promote the 
development of a society for all ages. 
 
SOURCE: http://www.un.org/en/events/olderpersonsday/ 
http://www.health.gov.za/docs/other/Health_Awareness_Days_C
alendar_2015_2.pdf  
Department of Health. Health Awareness Days 2015 
 
 

1 National Inherited Disorders Day SOURCE:  
http://www.health.gov.za/docs/other/Health_Awareness_Days_C
alendar_2015_2.pdf  
Department of Health. Health Awareness Days 2015 
 
 
 

                                                            
10 All background information was obtained from the internet or related sources and are directly quoted from the 
source 

DATE NATIONAL/ INTERNATIONAL 
DAY 
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2 International Day of Non-Violence A/RES/61/271 
 
The International Day of Non-Violence is marked on 2 October, 
the birthday of Mahatma Gandhi, leader of the Indian 
independence movement and pioneer of the philosophy and 
strategy of non-violence. According to General Assembly 
resolution A/RES/61/271 of 15 June 2007, which established the 
commemoration, the International Day is an occasion to 
"disseminate the message of non-violence, including through 
education and public awareness". The resolution reaffirms "the 
universal relevance of the principle of non-violence" and the 
desire "to secure a culture of peace, tolerance, understanding 
and non-violence". Introducing the resolution in the General 
Assembly on behalf of 140 co-sponsors, India’s Minister of State 
for External Affairs, Mr. Anand Sharma, said that the wide and 
diverse sponsorship of the resolution was a reflection of the 
universal respect for Mahatma Gandhi and of the enduring 
relevance of his philosophy. Quoting the late leader’s own words, 
he said: "Non-violence is the greatest force at the disposal of 
mankind. It is mightier than the mightiest weapon of destruction 
devised by the ingenuity of man". 
 
SOURCE: 
http://www.un.org/en/events/nonviolenceday/index.shtml 
 

4
-1

0 World Space Week By resolution 54/68 of 6 December 1999, the General Assembly 
proclaimed World Space Week, to be observed between 4 and 
10 October, to celebrate the contributions of space science and 
technology to the betterment of the human condition. The dates 
recall the launch, on 4 October 1957, of the first artificial satellite, 
Sputnik I, and the entry into force, on 10 October 1967, of the 
Treaty on Principles Governing the Activities of States in the 
Exploration and Use of Outer Space. "The General Assembly 
declares 4 to 10 October World Space Week to celebrate each 
year at the international level the contributions of space science 
and technology to the betterment of the human condition" 
 
SOURCE: http://www.worldspaceweek.org/ 
 

5 World Teachers’ Day [UNESCO] UNESCOPRESSE, vol.4, no.17, p.9 
 
UNESCO proclaimed 5 October to be World Teachers’ Day in 
1994, celebrating the great step made for teachers on 5 October 
1966, when a special intergovernmental conference convened by 
UNESCO in Paris adopted the UNESCO/ILO Recommendation 
concerning the Status of Teachers, in cooperation with the ILO.  
This recommendation sets forth the rights and responsibilities of 
teachers as well as international standards for their initial 
preparation and further education, recruitment, employment, 
teaching and learning conditions. Various guidelines are included 
regarding teachers’ participation in educational decisions through 
consultation and negotiation with policy-makers. Since its 
adoption, the Recommendation has been considered an 
important set of guidelines to promote teachers’ status in the 
interest of quality education.  5 October also celebrates the 
adoption by the UNESCO General Conference in 1997 of the 
UNESCO Recommendation concerning the Status of Higher-
Education Teaching Personnel.  
 
SOURCE: 
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/education/themes/education-
building-blocks/teacher-education/frequently-asked-and-
questions/ 
 

6
-1

1 National Marine Week National Marine Week is celebrated every year during the second 
week of October. Its purpose is to create awareness on the 
marine and coastal environment, the promotion of sustainable 
use and conservation of these resources, for the benefit of all 
both present and future generations. The campaign also aims to 
promote sustainable use and conservation for the benefit of 
present and future generations. 
 
SOURCE:  
http://www.cleanup-sa.co.za/home.htm 
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5 World Habitat Day  
(first Monday of October) 

A/RES/40/202 A 
 
In 1985 the United Nations designated the first Monday of 
October every year as World Habitat Day. The idea is to reflect 
on the state of our towns and cities and the basic right of all to 
adequate shelter. It is also intended to remind the world of its 
collective responsibility for the future of the human habitat. 
 
SOURCE: http://www.un.org/en/events/habitatday/ 

14
 International Day for Disaster Reduction A/RES/44/236 

A/RES/64/200 
 
By resolution 44/236 (22 December 1989), the General Assembly 
designated the second Wednesday of October International Day 
for Natural Disaster Reduction. The International Day was to be 
observed annually during the International Decade for Natural 
Disaster Reduction, 1990-1999. By resolution 64/200 of 21 
December 2009 the General Assembly decided to designate 13 
October as the date to commemorate the Day and to change the 
Day's name to International Day for Disaster Reduction. The 
objective of the observance is to raise awareness of how people 
are taking action to reduce their risk to disasters.  
 
SOURCE: http://www.un.org/en/events/disasterreductionday/ 
http://www.timeanddate.com/holidays/un/international-day-
natural-disaster-reduction 
 

9 National AIDS Declaration Anniversary/ 
Partnership against Aids anniversary 

SOURCE : 
http://www.health.gov.za/docs/other/Health_Awareness_Days_C
alendar_2015_2.pdf  
Department of Health. Health Awareness Days 2015 
 

9 World Post Day  UPU/Tokyo Congress 1969/Res.C.11 
 
World Post Day is celebrated each year on 9 October, the 
anniversary of the establishment of the Universal Postal Union in 
1874 in the Swiss Capital, Bern. It was declared World Post Day 
by the UPU Congress held in Tokyo, Japan in 1969. Since then, 
countries across the world participate annually in the 
celebrations. The Posts in many countries use the event to 
introduce or promote new postal products and services. The 
purpose of World Post Day is to create awareness of the role of 
the postal sector in people’s and businesses’ everyday lives and 
its contribution to the social and economic development of 
countries. The celebration encourages member countries to 
undertake programme activities aimed at generating a broader 
awareness of their Post’s role and activities among the public and 
media on a national scale. 
 
SOURCE: http://www.un.org/en/events/postday/ 
 

8 World Sight Day [WHO] 
(Second Thursday in October) 

World Sight Day provides an opportunity to become more aware 
and more committed to ensuring the right to sight for all. World 
Sight Day (WSD) is an annual day of awareness held on the 
second Thursday of October, to focus global attention on 
blindness and vision impairment. WSD is co-ordinated by IAPB 
under the VISION 2020 Global Initiative. The theme, and certain 
core materials are generated by IAPB. All events are organised 
independently by members and supporter organisations. 
On World Sight Day, IAPB members work together to: 
- Raise public awareness of blindness & vision impairment as 

major international public health issues 
- Influence Governments/Ministers of Health to participate in 

and designate funds for national blindness prevention 
programmes 

- Educate target audiences about blindness prevention,  about 
VISION 2020 and to generate support for VISION 2020 
programme activities 

 
SOURCE: http://www.iapb.org/advocacy/world-sight-day 
http://www.health.gov.za/docs/other/Health_Awareness_Days_C
alendar_2015_2.pdf  
Department of Health. Health Awareness Days 2015 
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9-
15

 National Nutrition Week National Nutrition Week raises awareness and supports the 
community to look at how food and lifestyle choices impact on 
health. 
 
SOURCE:  
http://www.health.gov.za/docs/other/Health_Awareness_Days_C
alendar_2015_2.pdf  
Department of Health. Health Awareness Days 2015 
 

1
0

  World Mental Health Day [WHO] 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Every year on 10th of October, The World Health Organization 
joins in celebrating the World Mental Health Day. The day is 
celebrated at the initiative of the World Federation of Mental 
Health and WHO supports this initiative through raising 
awareness on mental health issues using its strong relationships 
with the Ministries of health and civil society organizations across 
the globe. WHO also develops technical and communication 
material and provides technical assistance to the countries for 
advocacy campaigns around the World Mental Health Day 
 
SOURCE: http://www.who.int/mental_health/world-mental-health-
day/en/index.html 
http://www.health.gov.za/docs/other/Health_Awareness_Days_C
alendar_2015_2.pdf  
Department of Health. Health Awareness Days 2015 
 

1
0 World Hospice and Palliative 

Care Day 

SOURCE: 
http://www.health.gov.za/docs/other/Health_Awareness_Days_C
alendar_2015_2.pdf  
Department of Health. Health Awareness Days 2015 
 

11
 International Day of the Girl Child A/RES/66/170 

 
On December 19, 2011, United Nations General Assembly 
adopted Resolution 66/170 to declare October 11 as the 
International Day of the Girl Child, to recognize girls’ rights and 
the unique challenges girls face around the world. 
Girls face discrimination and violence every day across the world. 
The International Day of the Girl Child focuses attention on the 
need to address the challenges girls face and to promote girls’ 
empowerment and the fulfilment of their human rights.  
 
SOURCE: http://www.un.org/en/events/girlchild/ 
 

12
 World Arthritis Day The theme for World Arthritis Day (WAD) in 2013 - 2014 is 
Healthy Ageing, growing up and growing older with a rheumatic 
or musculoskeletal disease. It covers the physical and mental 
changes that occur as part of the ageing process from birth 
throughout our lifespan and the environmental factors that 
contribute to quality of life. 
 
SOURCE:  
http://www.health.gov.za/docs/other/Health_Awareness_Days_C
alendar_2015_2.pdf  
Department of Health. Health Awareness Days 2015 
 

12
  National Bandana Day SOURCE:  

http://www.health.gov.za/docs/other/Health_Awareness_Days_C
alendar_2015_2.pdf  
Department of Health. Health Awareness Days 2015 
 

12
-1

8 World Rain Forest Week Every year, the Rainforest Action Network designates a week in 
October as World Rainforest Week. The goal of this special 
awareness week is to encourage individuals to recognize the 
beauty and wonder of the world's rainforests. It is also a time for 
individuals around the world to unite in action to help broaden 
awareness of the threats that the world's rainforests endure.  
 
SOURCE: 
http://mcg.metrocreativeconnection.com/publish/sections/calenda
r-details.php?World-Rainforest-Week-667 
http://ran.org/  
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12
-2

0 World Bone and Joint Week An annual global event, Bone and Joint National Action Week is 
held 12 to 20 October with activities focused on disorders 
including arthritis, back pain, osteoporosis, and the effects of 
childhood obesity on the musculoskeletal system. Events and 
projects organised worldwide are designed to raise awareness of 
prevention, disease management and treatments. 
 
SOURCE:  
http://www.health.gov.za/docs/other/Health_Awareness_Days_C
alendar_2015_2.pdf  
Department of Health. Health Awareness Days 2015 
 

1
5 National Foetal Alcohol Syndrome Day National Foetal Alcohol Syndrome Day aims to reinforce 

messages about the risk of drinking alcohol during pregnancy 
and to encourage early prevention of foetal alcohol syndrome 
disease. 
 
SOURCE:  
http://www.health.gov.za/docs/other/Health_Awareness_Days_C
alendar_2015_2.pdf  
Department of Health. Health Awareness Days 2015 
 

15
 International Day of Rural Women A/RES/62/136 

 
The first International Day of Rural Women was observed on 15 
October 2008. This new international day, established by the 
General Assembly in its resolution 62/136 of 18 December 2007, 
recognizes “the critical role and contribution of rural women, 
including indigenous women, in enhancing agricultural and rural 
development, improving food security and eradicating rural 
poverty.” Rural women play a critical role in the rural economies 
of both developed and developing countries. In most parts of the 
developing world they participate in crop production and livestock 
care, provide food, water and fuel for their families, and engage in 
off-farm activities to diversify their families’ livelihoods. In 
addition, they carry out vital functions in caring for children, older 
persons and the sick. 
 
SOURCE: http://www.gov.za/events/2004/index.html 
 

15
 Global Handwashing Day  A Global Public-Private Partnership for Handwashing to:  

 Foster and support a global culture of handwashing with 
soap.  

 Shine a spotlight on the state of handwashing in every 
country.  

 Raise awareness about the benefits of handwashing with 
soap.  

Global Handwashing Day was originally created for children and 
schools, but can be celebrated by anyone promoting 
handwashing with soap. Each year on October 15,  200 million 
people are involved in celebrations in over 100 countries around 
the world. Global Handwashing is endorsed by a wide array of 
governments, international institutions, civil society organizations, 
NGOs, private companies, and individuals.  
  
SOURCE: http://globalhandwashing.org/  
http://www.health.gov.za/docs/other/Health_Awareness_Days_C
alendar_2015_2.pdf  
Department of Health. Health Awareness Days 2015 
 
 

15
-1

9 National Obesity Week Obesity is defined as excessive body fat and may also be 
regarded as a chronic and fatal disease since it contributes to 
causes of heart attack, cancer, arthritis and psychological 
problems. National Obesity Week is commemorated to increase 
awareness about the impact of obesity in the lives of South 
Africans. 
 
SOURCE:  
http://www.health.gov.za/docs/other/Health_Awareness_Days_C
alendar_2015_2.pdf  
Department of Health. Health Awareness Days 2015 
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16
 World Food Day A/RES/35/70 

 
The aim of World Food Day, proclaimed in 1979 by the 
Conference of the FAO of the United Nations, is to heighten 
public awareness of the world food problem and strengthen 
solidarity in the struggle against hunger, malnutrition and poverty. 
The Day marks the date of the founding of the FAO in 1945. In 
1980, the General Assembly endorsed observance of the Day in 
consideration of the fact that "food is a requisite for human 
survival and well-being and a fundamental human necessity" 
(resolution 35/70 of 5 December).  
 
SOURCE: http://www.fao.org/world-food-day/home/en/ 
http://www.health.gov.za/docs/other/Health_Awareness_Days_C
alendar_2015_2.pdf  
Department of Health. Health Awareness Days 2015 
 
 

16
 World Spine Day World Spine Day raises awareness and draws public attention to 

spinal problems. Spinal disorders, such as back pain, neck pain, 
scoliosis and disc disease, are common, but they can have a 
profound effect on your overall health, impacting your ability to 
work, to enjoy everyday activities and even disrupting healthy 
sleep patterns. The good news, however, it that many of these 
problems can be easily avoided. 
To celebrate the day, the Chiropractic Association of South Africa 
offers a week of spinal screenings in clinics across the country. 
 
SOURCE: http://www.worldarthritisday.org.uk/about_wad.php 
http://www.worldspineday.org/ 
http://www.health.gov.za/docs/other/Health_Awareness_Days_C
alendar_2015_2.pdf  
Department of Health. Health Awareness Days 2015 
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17
 International Day for the Eradication of 

Poverty  

A/RES/47/196 
 
The observance of the International Day for the Eradication of 
Poverty can be traced back to 17 October 1987. On that day, 
over a hundred thousand people gathered at the Trocadéro in 
Paris, where the Universal Declaration of Human Rights was 
signed in 1948, to honour the victims of extreme poverty, violence 
and hunger. They proclaimed that poverty is a violation of human 
rights and affirmed the need to come together to ensure that 
these rights are respected. These convictions are inscribed in a 
commemorative stone unveiled on this day. Since then, people of 
all backgrounds, beliefs and social origins have gathered every 
year on October 17th to renew their commitment and show their 
solidarity with the poor. Replicas of the commemorative stone 
have been unveiled around the world and serve as a gathering 
place to celebrate the Day. One such replica is located in the 
garden of United Nations Headquarters and is the site of the 
annual commemoration organized by the United Nations 
Secretariat in New York. Through resolution 47/196 adopted on 
22 December 1992, the General Assembly declared 17 October 
as the International Day for the Eradication of Poverty and invited 
all States to devote the Day to presenting and promoting, as 
appropriate in the national context, concrete activities with regard 
to the eradication of poverty and destitution. The resolution 
further invites intergovernmental and non-governmental 
organizations to assist States, at their request, in organizing 
national activities for the observance of the Day, and requests the 
Secretary-General to take, within existing resources, the 
measures necessary to ensure the success of the Day's 
observance by the United Nations. 17 October presents an 
opportunity to acknowledge the effort and struggle of people 
living in poverty, a chance for them to make their concerns heard, 
and a moment to recognize that poor people are the first ones to 
fight against poverty. Participation of the poor themselves has 
been at the center of the Day's celebration since its very 
beginning. The commemoration of October 17th also reflects the 
willingness of people living in poverty to use their expertise to 
contribute to the eradication of poverty. 
 
SOURCE: http://www.un.org/en/events/povertyday/ 
http://www.health.gov.za/docs/other/Health_Awareness_Days_C
alendar_2015_2.pdf  
Department of Health. Health Awareness Days 2015 
 
 

17
 Premature Baby Day World Prematurity Day is a global effort to raise awareness of the 

deaths and disabilities due to prematurity and the simple, proven, 
cost-effective measures that could prevent them. 
SOURCE: 
http://www.who.int/maternal_child_adolescent/news_events/news
/2012/world_prematurity_day/en/ 

17
 World Trauma Day According to the World Health Organisation (WHO), trauma is a 

major cause of death and disability across the world. 
 
SOURCE:  
http://www.health.gov.za/docs/other/Health_Awareness_Days_C
alendar_2015_2.pdf  
Department of Health. Health Awareness Days 2015 
 
 

 1
7-

23
 Infection control Week 

 
 
 
 

Infection Control Week is marked on 17 to 23 October to educate 
health workers and members of the community about the 
importance of infection prevention. The most effective way to 
prevent the transmission of infection is through hand hygiene and 
effective environmental cleaning. Each time one person cleans 
their hands, covers their cough or sneeze, or avoids unnecessary 
contact with others when they feel ill with cold or flu-like 
symptoms they participate in illness prevention. Whether they are 
in the hospital environment or in the community, the risk of 
infection transmission will be decreased through their action. 
 
SOURCE:  
http://www.gov.za/infection-control-week-2015 
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18
 -

24
 International Lead Poisoning 

Prevention Week 
 

SOURCE :  
http://www.health.gov.za/docs/other/Health_Awareness_Days_C
alendar_2015_2.pdf  
Department of Health. Health Awareness Days 2015 
 
 

2
0 World Statistics Day A/RES/64/267 

 
Celebrating the many achievements of official statistics 
World Statistics Day (WSD) will strengthen public awareness of 
the important work that statisticians carry out each day. Through 
collecting accurate, objective and comparable data they support a 
wide range of national and international activities, including 
development efforts that improve the lives of the poor and the 
vulnerable. 
 
SOURCE: 
http://www.un.org/en/events/statisticsday/ 

2
0 National Down Syndrome Awareness Day National Down Syndrome Day is commemorated to create 

awareness about down syndrome and to communicate facts 
about the condition. 
Down syndrome is a chromosomal disorder arising at conception. 
There is an extra number 21 chromosome (Trisomy 21) which 
causes delays in physical and intellectual development 
 
SOURCE:  
http://www.health.gov.za/docs/other/Health_Awareness_Days_C
alendar_2015_2.pdf  
Department of Health. Health Awareness Days 2015 
 

2
0 World Osteoporosis Day World Osteoporosis Day is observed annually on 20 October, and 

launches a year-long campaign dedicated to raising global 
awareness of the prevention, diagnosis and treatment of 
osteoporosis and metabolic bone disease. Organised by the 
International Osteoporosis Foundation (IOF) every year, World 
Osteoporosis Day involves campaigns by national osteoporosis 
patient societies from around the world with activities in over 90 
countries. 
 
SOURCE:  
http://www.health.gov.za/docs/other/Health_Awareness_Days_C
alendar_2015_2.pdf  
Department of Health. Health Awareness Days 2015 
 

21
 African Charter on Human and Peoples’ 

Rights – 1986 

 

2
3 National Iodine Deficiency Disorder Day Iodine is a natural ingredient that is necessary for human 

nutrition. Inadequate supply of iodine can cause a health 
condition called iodine deficiency disorder; a disease that can 
cause mental abnormalities and which, usually affects pregnant 
women and younger children. In 1990, the World Health 
Assembly adopted a resolution urging member states to take 
appropriate actions towards reducing iodine deficiency disorders. 
As a result, commemoration of Iodine Deficiency Disorder Day 
aims to promote joint initiatives, support and communication with 
health authorities to reduce the spread of iodine deficiency 
disorder and to educate the public about the disease. 
 
SOURCE:  
http://www.health.gov.za/docs/other/Health_Awareness_Days_C
alendar_2015_2.pdf  
Department of Health. Health Awareness Days 2015 
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24
 World Polio Day World Polio Day aims to increase awareness about polio virus 

and to encourage further actions to reduce it from spreading. The 
commemoration of the day also highlights the success of global 
strategies in reducing the spread of the disease. 
Polio is a highly infectious disease which targets the nervous 
system and can cause paralysis. 
 
SOURCE:  
http://www.health.gov.za/docs/other/Health_Awareness_Days_C
alendar_2015_2.pdf  
Department of Health. Health Awareness Days 2015 
 

2
4 United Nations Day A/RES/168 (II) A/RES/2782 (XXVI) 

 
UN Day marks the anniversary of the entry into force in 1945 of 
the UN Charter. With the ratification of this founding document by 
the majority of its signatories, including the five permanent 
members of the Security Council, the United Nations officially 
came into being.  24 October has been celebrated as United 
Nations Day since 1948. In 1971, the United Nations General 
Assembly recommended that the day be observed by Member 
States as a public holiday. 
 
SOURCE: http://www.un.org/en/events/unday/ 
 

2
4 World Development Information Day A/RES/3038 (XXVII)  

 
The General Assembly in 1972 instituted World Development 
Information Day to draw the attention of world public opinion to 
development problems and the need to strengthen international 
cooperation to solve them (resolution 3038 (XXVII)).  The 
Assembly decided that the date for the Day should coincide in 
principle with United Nations Day, 24 October, which was also 
the date of the adoption, in 1970, of the International 
Development Strategy for the Second United Nations 
Development Decade.   
The Assembly felt that improving the dissemination of information 
and the mobilization of public opinion, particularly among young 
people, would lead to greater awareness of the problems of 
development, thus, promoting efforts in the sphere of 
international cooperation for development. 
 
SOURCE: http://www.un.org/en/events/devinfoday/ 
 

24
-3

0 Week for Disarmament and Development The annual observance of Disarmament Week, which begins on 
the anniversary of the founding of the United Nations, was called 
for in the Final Document of the General Assembly 1978 special 
session on disarmament (resolution S-10/2). States were invited 
to highlight the danger of the arms race, propagate the need for 
its cessation and increase public understanding of the urgent 
tasks of disarmament.  
 
SOURCE: http://www.un.org/en/events/disarmamentweek/ 
 

27
 World Day for Audiovisual Heritage 

[UNESCO] 

Audiovisual documents, such as films, radio and television 
programmes, are our common heritage and contain the primary 
records of the 20th and 21st centuries. They help to maintain the 
cultural identity of a people; but countless documentary treasures 
have disappeared since the invention of image and sound 
technologies that permit the peoples of the world to better share 
their experiences, creativity and knowledge. All of the world's 
audiovisual heritage is endangered. Nowhere can it be said to be 
preserved, but through initiatives such as the World Day for 
Audiovisual Heritage and the Memory of the World Programme, 
the precious work of preservation professionals is given impetus 
to manage a range of technical, political, social, financial and 
other factors that threaten the safeguarding of our heritage. 
It was in this context, that the General Conference in 2005 
approved the commemoration of a World Day for Audiovisual 
Heritage as a mechanism to raise general awareness of the need 
for urgent measures to be taken and to acknowledge the 
importance of audiovisual documents as an integral part of 
national identity. 
 
SOURCE: http://www.un.org/en/events/audiovisualday/ 
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 World Stroke Week SOURCE:  
http://www.health.gov.za/docs/other/Health_Awareness_Days_C
alendar_2015_2.pdf  
Department of Health. Health Awareness Days 2015 
 

29
 World Stroke Day SOURCE :  

http://www.health.gov.za/docs/other/Health_Awareness_Days_C
alendar_2015_2.pdf  
Department of Health. Health Awareness Days 2015 
 

30
 Commemoration of African Food and 

Nutrition Security Day 
 

SOURCE:  
http://www.health.gov.za/docs/other/Health_Awareness_Days_C
alendar_2015_2.pdf  
Department of Health. Health Awareness Days 2015 
 

31
 World Cities Day A/RES/68/238 

World Cities Day was established on 27 December 2013 by the 
General Assembly in its resolution A/RES/68/239, in which the 
General Assembly “decides to designate 31 October, beginning 
in 2014, as World Cities Day, invites States, the United Nations 
system, in particular UN-Habitat, relevant international 
organizations, civil society and all relevant stakeholders to 
observe and raise awareness of the Day […]” 

World Cities Day is expected to greatly promote the international 
community’s interest in global urbanization, push forward 
cooperation among countries in meeting opportunities and 
challenges in urbanization and contribute to sustainable urban 
development in cities and towns around the world. 
SOURCE : http://unhabitat.org/wcd/ 
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QUALITY MONTH SOURCE:  
http://www.health.gov.za/docs/other/Health_Awareness_Days_C
alendar_2015_2.pdf  
Department of Health. Health Awareness Days 2015 
 

RED RIBBON MONTH 
 

SOURCE:  
http://www.health.gov.za/docs/other/Health_Awareness_Days_C
alendar_2015_2.pdf  
Department of Health. Health Awareness Days 2015 
 

NATIONAL DISABILITY AWARENESS MONTH 
(3 November – 3 December) 
 

SOURCE: 
http://www.health.gov.za/docs/other/Health_Awareness_Days_C
alendar_2015_2.pdf  
Department of Health. Health Awareness Days 2015 
 

CANSA MEN’S AWARENESS SOURCE: 
http://www.health.gov.za/docs/other/Health_Awareness_Days_C
alendar_2015_2.pdf  
Department of Health. Health Awareness Days 2015 
 

EPILEPSY AWARENESS MONTH SOURCE:  
http://www.epilepsy.com/make-difference/get-involved/national-
epilepsy-awareness-month 
 

2 National Children’s Day The Government of the Republic of South Africa declared the first 
Saturday of November as the National Children’s Day. The aim of 
the National Children’s Day celebration is to highlight progress 
being made towards the realisation and promotion of rights of 
children. 
 
SOURCE: 
http://www.info.gov.za/events/View/category_events.jsp?CATID=
2 
http://www.health.gov.za/docs/other/Health_Awareness_Days_C
alendar_2015_2.pdf  
Department of Health. Health Awareness Days 2015 
 
 

                                                            
11 All background information was obtained from the internet or related sources and are directly quoted from the 
source 

DATE NATIONAL/ INTERNATIONAL 
DAY 

BACKGROUND11 and/or 
REFERENCE 
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2 International Day to End Impunity for 
Crimes against Journalists 

A/RES/68/163 
 
The United Nations General Assembly adopted Resolution 
A/RES/68/163 at its 68th session in 2013 which proclaimed 2 
November as the ‘International Day to End Impunity for Crimes 
against Journalists’ (IDEI). The Resolution urged Member States 
to implement definite measures countering the present culture of 
impunity. The date was chosen in commemoration of the 
assassination of two French journalists in Mali on 2 November 
2013. 

This landmark resolution condemns all attacks and violence 
against journalists and media workers. It also urges Member 
States to do their utmost to prevent violence against journalists 
and media workers, to ensure accountability, bring to justice 
perpetrators of crimes against journalists and media workers, and 
ensure that victims have access to appropriate remedies. It 
further calls upon States to promote a safe and enabling 
environment for journalists to perform their work independently 
and without undue interference.  

The focus on impunity of this resolution stems from the worrying 
situation that over the past decade, more than 700 journalists 
have been killed for bringing news and information to the public. 
 
SOURCE: http://www.unesco.org/new/en/unesco/events/prizes-
and-celebrations/celebrations/international-days/int-day-to-end-
impunity/international-day-to-end-impunity-2014/ 

4-
10

 National Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation 
(CPR) Week 

SOURCE:  
http://www.health.gov.za/docs/other/Health_Awareness_Days_C
alendar_2015_2.pdf  
Department of Health. Health Awareness Days 2015 
 

2 
- 

6 SADC Malaria Week SOURCE :  
http://www.health.gov.za/docs/other/Health_Awareness_Days_C
alendar_2015_2.pdf  
Department of Health. Health Awareness Days 2015 
 

6 International Day for Preventing the 
Exploitation of the Environment in War and 
Armed Conflict 
 

A/RES/56/4  
 
On 5 November 2001, the UN General Assembly declared 6 
November of each year as the International Day for Preventing 
the Exploitation of the Environment in War and Armed Conflict 
(A/RES/56/4).Though mankind has always counted its war 
casualties in terms of dead and wounded soldiers and civilians, 
destroyed cities and livelihoods, the environment has often 
remained the unpublicized victim of war. Water wells have been 
polluted, crops torched, forests cut down, soils poisoned, and 
animals killed to gain military advantage. The United Nations 
attaches great importance to ensuring that action on the 
environment is part of conflict prevention, peacekeeping and 
peacebuilding strategies - because there can be no durable 
peace if the natural resources that sustain livelihoods and 
ecosystems are destroyed. 

 
SOURCE: http://www.un.org/en/events/environmentconflictday/ 
 

6 SADC Malaria Day Commemoration of Southern African Development Community 
(SADC) Malaria Day aims to create awareness about malaria and 
mobilise the community to participate in the malaria control 
programmes. A high level for the achievement of effective results 
in the initiatives undertaken to fight malaria can be reached if the 
community is mobilised through health education to: 
 recognise signs and symptoms of malaria 
 provide more home based treatment 
 seek treatment when they become ill 
 use personal protective measure 
 
SOURCE:  
http://www.health.gov.za/docs/other/Health_Awareness_Days_C
alendar_2015_2.pdf  
Department of Health. Health Awareness Days 2015 
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9-
14

 International Week for Science and Peace IWOSP is a week of autonomous events, worldwide, on science 
and peace. Each year it is the Monday to Sunday that includes 
Armistice Day, 11 November. 
 
SOURCE: http://www.indiacelebrating.com/events/international-
week-of-science-and-peace/ 
 

10
 World Science Day for Peace and 

Development 

Resolution 31C/ 20 (UNESCO) 
 
Proclaimed by the UNESCO General Conference (Resolution 
31C/ 20) in 2001, the World Science Day for Peace and 
Development is an annual event celebrated all over the world to 
recall the commitment made at the UNESCO-ICSU World 
Conference on Science (Budapest 1999). The purpose of the 
World Science Day for Peace and Development is to renew the 
national, as well as the international commitment to science for 
peace and development and to stress the responsible use of 
science for the benefit of society. The World Science Day for 
Peace and Development also aims at raising public awareness of 
the importance of science and to bridge the gap between science 
and societies. 
 
SOURCE: http://www.un.org/en/events/scienceday/ 
 

1
2 World Pneumonia Day [WHO] Established in 2009, World Pneumonia Day is marked every year 

on November 12th to:  

 Raise awareness about pneumonia, the world’s leading killer 
of children under the age of five;  

 Promote interventions to protect against, prevent and treat 
pneumonia; and  

 Generate action to combat pneumonia. 
 
SOURCE: 
http://www.who.int/pmnch/media/news/2012/2012_world_pneum
onia_day/en/ 
 

12
 Africa University Day Considering resolutions AHG/Res.215 (XXVIII) and M/CRes.1601 

(LXII) of the Organization of African Unity (OAU) on the role of 
universities and higher educational institutions in development, 
and resolution CM/Res.1534 (LX) on the new approach at 
promoting African Unity, the Organization of African Unity (OAU) 
and the Association of the African Universities (AAU) launched 
"African University Day” in 1994. The purpose of the Day is to 
sensitize people and decision makers on the role of the African 
university in the economic and social development in Africa.  
 
 SOURCE: http://www.aau.org/content/african-university-day-
2012 
 

9 World Quality Day Introduced in 1990 by the United Nations, World Quality Day 
aims to raise awareness of the importance of quality performance 
of professional responsibilities and tasks across nations and in 
organisations to strengthen the improvement of innovation, 
growth and sustainability. It takes place on the second Thursday 
of November. 
 
SOURCE: http://www.thecqi.org/Community/World-Quality-Day/    
http://www.health.gov.za/docs/other/Health_Awareness_Days_C
alendar_2015_2.pdf  
Department of Health. Health Awareness Days 2015 
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1
4 Word Diabetes Day A/RES/61/225 

 
World Diabetes Day takes place on 14 November every year and 
is an official United Nations World Day. On 20 December 2006, 
the UN General Assembly passed resolution 61/225, which 
designated the existing World Diabetes Day as an official world 
day beginning in 2007. This landmark resolution also recognized 
diabetes as “a chronic, debilitating and costly disease associated 
with major complications that pose severe risks for families, 
countries and the entire world. “The date was chosen because it 
marks the birthday of Frederick Banting, who, along with Charles 
Best, is credited with the discovery of insulin. While many events 
take place on or around the day itself, a themed campaign runs 
throughout the year.  
 
SOURCE: http://www.idf.org/worlddiabetesday 
http://www.health.gov.za/docs/other/Health_Awareness_Days_C
alendar_2015_2.pdf  
Department of Health. Health Awareness Days 2015 
 

16
 World Heritage Convention Adopted – 1972  

16
 International Day for Tolerance A/RES/51/95 

 
In 1996, the UN General Assembly (by resolution 51/95) invited 
UN Member States to observe the International Day for 
Tolerance on 16 November, with activities directed towards both 
educational establishments and the wider public. This action 
followed on the United Nations Year for Tolerance, 1995, 
proclaimed by the UN General Assembly in 1993 at the initiative 
of UNESCO, as outlined in the Declaration of Principles on 
Tolerance and Follow-up Plan of Action for the Year. The 2005 
World Summit Outcome document (A/RES/60/1) furthered the 
commitment of Heads of State and Government to advance 
human welfare, freedom and progress everywhere, as well as to 
encourage tolerance, respect, dialogue and cooperation among 
different cultures, civilizations and peoples.  
 
SOURCE: http://www.un.org/en/events/toleranceday/ 
 

1
9 World Chronic Obstructive Pulmonary 

Disease Day [WHO] 

World Chronic Obstructive Pulmonary Disease Day is on 
17 November to broaden understanding of the illness and 
advocate for better care for patients. Currently 210 million people 
have chronic obstructive pulmonary disease and it is predicted to 
become the third leading cause of death worldwide by 2030. Key 
risk factors are tobacco smoking, indoor and outdoor air pollution, 
and exposure to occupational dusts and chemicals. 
 
SOURCE:  
http://www.goldcopd.org/wcd-home.html 
 

1
5 World Day of Remembrance for Road 

Traffic Victims 
 
(Third Sunday in November) 

A/RES/60/5 
 
Since the adoption of the World Day of Remembrance for Road 
Traffic Victims, pursuant to General Assembly resolution 60/5, the 
observance has spread to a growing number of countries on 
every continent. The Day has become an important tool in global 
efforts to reduce road casualties. It offers an opportunity for
drawing attention to the scale of emotional and economic 
devastation caused by road crashes and for giving recognition to 
the suffering of road crash victims and the work of support and 
rescue services. 
 
SOURCE: 
http://www.worlddayofremembrance.org/ 
http://www.un.org/en/roadsafety/remembrance.shtml 
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16
-2

3 International Restorative Justice Week  Restorative Justice Week is an annual event celebrated by a 
variety of groups and individuals in a growing number of nations 
during the month of November. The main purpose of Restorative 
Justice Week is to raise public awareness that restorative justice 
not only ask the right questions, but challenges the community to 
participate with local, state and national government in 
implementing this effective model of justice.  
  
SOURCE: http://www.rjweek.com/ 
 

1
9 World Toilet Day A/RES/67/291 

 
While a vast majority of the world's population has access to 
mobile phones, one third of humanity (2.5 billion people) do not 
have access to proper sanitation, including toilets or latrines, with 
dramatic consequences on human health, dignity and security, 
the environment, and social and economic development. To 
address these issues, the “Sanitation for All” Resolution 
(A/RES/67/291) was adopted by the United Nations General 
Assembly in July 2013, designating 19 November as World Toilet 
Day. The lack of improved sanitation largely contributes to the 
fact that almost 2,000 children die every day from preventable 
diarrhea diseases. It also impacts vulnerable populations such as 
persons with disabilities and women, who are more exposed to 
sexual violence. Lack of private toilets in schools is a major 
reason why girls do not continue their education once they enter 
puberty. Poor sanitation and water supply also result in economic 
losses estimated at $260 billion annually in developing countries. 
World Toilet Day aims to change both behaviour and policy on 
issues ranging from enhancing water management to ending 
open-air defecation (which 1.1 billion people practice worldwide). 
 
SOURCE: http://www.un.org/en/events/toiletday/ 
 

19
 World Day for the Prevention of Child 

Abuse and Neglect 

The Women's World Summit Foundation WWSF launched the 
World Day for Prevention of Child Abuse on 19 November 2000 
(a date to create a synergy with the anniversary of the 
Convention on the Rights of the Child) in response to an 
unacceptable announcement in a respected Swiss daily paper of 
a pedophile network having created an international day for 
pedophilia. Sexual abuse and exploitation of children and youth 
being a universal and complex problem which defies both 
simplistic analysis and easy answers, the World Day for 
Prevention of Child Abuse aims above all to create a culture of 
prevention around the world. Purpose of the World Day: Enable 
organizations and networks to become powerful advocates for 
the creation of a culture of prevention of child abuse worldwide. 
Our commitment to combat sexual abuse of children is based 
upon a firm belief in child rights and the urgent need to better 
protect children from sexual exploitation and abuse in all 
countries. 
 
SOURCE:  
http://www.apa.org/pi/prevent-violence/programs/international-
day.aspx 
 

20
 Africa Industrialization Day A/RES/44/237 

 
Within the framework of the Second Industrial Development 
Decade for Africa (1991-2000), the UN General Assembly, in 
1989, proclaimed 20 November Africa Industrialization Day 
(resolution 44/237).  The Day is intended to mobilize the 
commitment of the international community to the industrialization 
of Africa. 
 
SOURCE: http://www.un.org/en/events/africaday/ 
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2
0 Universal Children’s Day By resolution 836(IX) of 14 December 1954, the General 

Assembly recommended that all countries institute a Universal 
Children's Day, to be observed as a day of worldwide fraternity 
and understanding between children. It recommended that the 
Day was to be observed also as a day of activity devoted to 
promoting the ideals and objectives of the Charter and the 
welfare of the children of the world. The Assembly suggested to 
governments that the Day be observed on the date and in the 
way which each considers appropriate. The date 20 November, 
marks the day on which the Assembly adopted the Declaration of 
the Rights of the Child, in 1959, and the Convention on the Rights 
of the Child, in 1989. 
 
SOURCE: http://www.un.org/en/events/childrenday/ 
 

19
 World Philosophy Day 

 
(Third Thursday in November) 

Proclamation 33 C/45 
 
World Philosophy Day was introduced in 2002 by UNESCO to 
honour philosophical reflection in the entire world by opening up 
free and accessible spaces. Its objective is to encourage the 
peoples of the world to share their philosophical heritage and to 
open their minds to new ideas, as well as to inspire a public 
debate between intellectuals and civil society on the challenges 
confronting our society. In 2005 the UNESCO General 
Conference proclaimed that World Philosophy Day would be 
celebrated every third Thursday of November 
 
SOURCE: http://www.un.org/en/events/philosophyday/ 
 

21
 World Television Day A/RES/51/205 

 
In recognition of the increasing impact television has on decision-
making by bringing world attention to conflicts and threats to 
peace and security and its potential role in sharpening the focus 
on other major issues, including economic and social issues, the 
United Nations General Assembly proclaimed 21 November as 
World Television Day (through resolution 51/205 of 17 December 
1996). World Television Day is not so much a celebration of the 
tool, but rather the philosophy which it represents. Television 
represents a symbol for communication and globalization in the 
contemporary world. 
 
SOURCE: http://www.un.org/en/events/televisionday/ 
 

25
 International Day for the Elimination of 

Violence against Women  

A/RES/54/134 
 
By resolution 54/134 of 17 December 1999, the United Nations 
General Assembly designated 25 November as the International 
Day for the Elimination of Violence against Women, and invited 
governments, international organizations and NGOs to organize 
activities designed to raise public awareness of the problem on 
that day.  Women's activists have marked 25 November as a day 
against violence since 1981. This date came from the brutal 
assassination in 1960, of the three Mirabal sisters, political 
activists in the Dominican Republic, on orders of Dominican ruler 
Rafael Trujillo (1930-1961). On 20 December 1993 the General 
Assembly, by resolution 48/104, adopted the Declaration on the 
Elimination of Violence against Women.  
 
SOURCE: http://www.un.org/en/events/endviolenceday/ 
http://www.health.gov.za/docs/other/Health_Awareness_Days_C
alendar_2015_2.pdf  
Department of Health. Health Awareness Days 2015 
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 16 Days of Activism on No Violence 
Against Women 

The 16 Days of Activism for No Violence Against Women and 
Children is an international campaign. It takes place every year 
from 25 November (International Day for the Elimination of 
Violence Against Women) to 10 December (International Human 
Rights Day). The period includes Universal Children’s Day and 
World AIDS Day. During this time, the South African Government 
runs a 16 Days of Activism Campaign to make people aware of 
the negative impact of violence on women and children and to act 
against abuse. We are firmly committed to lead a coordinated 
effort to sustain the campaign into its next decade. Every year, 
government, civil-society organisations and the business sector 
work together to broaden the impact of the campaign. By 
supporting this campaign, thousands of South Africans have also 
helped to increase awareness of abuse and build support for 
victims and survivors of abuse. 
 
SOURCE:  
http://www.health.gov.za/docs/other/Health_Awareness_Days_C
alendar_2015_2.pdf  
Department of Health. Health Awareness Days 2015 
 
 

29
 International Day of Solidarity with the 

Palestinian People 

A/RES/32/40B 
 
In 1977, the General Assembly called for the annual observance 
of 29 November as the International Day of Solidarity with the 
Palestinian People (resolution 32/40 B). On that day, in 1947, the 
Assembly adopted the resolution on the partition of Palestine 
(resolution 181 (II)). In resolution 60/37 of 1 December 2005, the 
Assembly requested the Committee on the Exercise of the 
Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People and the Division for 
Palestinian Rights, as part of the observance of the International 
Day of Solidarity with the Palestinian People on 29 November, to 
continue to organize an annual exhibit on Palestinian rights or a 
cultural event in cooperation with the Permanent Observer 
Mission of Palestine to the UN.  The observance of the 
International Day of Solidarity with the Palestinian People also 
encouraged Member States to continue to give the widest 
support and publicity to the observance of the Day of Solidarity. 
 
SOURCE: http://www.un.org/en/events/palestinianday/ 
 

30
 International Peace Forest Launched –1991  
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PREVENTION OF INJURIES MONTH 
 
 

SOURCE:  
http://www.health.gov.za/docs/other/Health_Awareness_Days_C
alendar_2015_2.pdf  
Department of Health. Health Awareness Days 2015 

SKIN CANCER AWARENESS MONTH (Sun Smart) SOURCE: 
http://www.health.gov.za/docs/other/Health_Awareness_Days_C
alendar_2015_2.pdf  
Department of Health. Health Awareness Days 2015 
 

1 World Aids Day (WHO) A/RES/43/15  
 
World AIDS Day is celebrated around the world on December 1st 
each year. It has become one of the most recognized 
international health days and a key opportunity to raise 
awareness, commemorate those who have passed on, and 
celebrate victories, such as increased access to treatment and 
prevention services. The General Assembly, in 1988, stated its 
deep concern about the pandemic proportions of the acquired 
immunodeficiency syndrome (AIDS). Noting that the World Health 
Organization (WHO) had declared 1 December 1988 World AIDS 
Day, the Assembly stressed the importance of observing that 
occasion (resolution 43/15). UNAIDS took the lead on 
campaigning for World AIDS Day from ….2004. From 2004 
onwards the World AIDS Campaign’s Global Steering Committee 
began selecting a theme for World AIDS Day in consultation with 
civil society, organisations and government agencies involved in 
the AIDS response. 
 
SOURCE: http://www.un.org/en/events/aidsday/ 
http://www.health.gov.za/docs/other/Health_Awareness_Days_C
alendar_2015_2.pdf  
Department of Health. Health Awareness Days 2015 
 

2 International Day for the abolition of 
slavery  

The International Day for the Abolition of Slavery, 2 December, 
marks the date of the adoption, by the General Assembly, of the 
United Nations Convention for the Suppression of the Traffic in 
Persons and of the Exploitation of the Prostitution of Others 
(resolution 317(IV) of 2 December 1949).The focus of this day is 
on eradicating contemporary forms of slavery, such as trafficking 
in persons, sexual exploitation, the worst forms of child labour, 
forced marriage, and the forced recruitment of children for use in 
armed conflict. 

 
SOURCE: http://www.un.org/en/events/slaveryabolitionday/ 
 

3 International Day of Persons with 
Disabilities 

A/RES/47/3 
 
The International Day of Persons with Disabilities is marked 
around the world annually on 3 December, as per General 
Assembly resolution 47/3 of 14 October 1992, to promote 
awareness and mobilize support for critical issues pertaining to 
the inclusion of persons with disabilities in society and 
development.The Assembly appealed to Member States to 
highlight the observance of the Day in order to further integrate 
people with disabilities into society (resolution 47/88)  
 
SOURCE: http://www.un.org/en/events/disabilitiesday/ 
http://www.health.gov.za/docs/other/Health_Awareness_Days_C
alendar_2015_2.pdf  
Department of Health. Health Awareness Days 2015 
 
 

                                                            
12 All background information was obtained from the internet or related sources and are directly quoted from the 
source 
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5 International Volunteer Day for Economic 
and Social Development 

A/RES/40/212 
 
International Volunteer Day is a chance for individual volunteers, 
communities and organizations to promote their contributions to 
development at the local, national and international levels. By 
combining UN support with a grassroots mandate, International 
Volunteer Day is a unique opportunity for people and volunteer-
involving organizations to work with government agencies, non-
profit institutions, community groups, academia and the private 
sector.  The International Volunteer Day for Economic and Social 
Development was adopted by the United Nations General 
Assembly through Resolution A/RES/40/212 on 17 December 
1985. Since then, governments, the UN system and civil society 
organizations have successfully joined volunteers around the 
world to celebrate the Day on 5 December.  
 
SOURCE: http://www.un.org/en/events/volunteerday/ 
http://www.health.gov.za/docs/other/Health_Awareness_Days_C
alendar_2015_2.pdf  
Department of Health. Health Awareness Days 2015 
 

5 World Soil Day A/RES/68/232 
 
Soils are clearly key to addressing the pressures of a growing 
population and that recognition, advocacy and support for 
national efforts in promoting sustainable management of soils are 
the way ahead if the international community is to guarantee 
healthy soils for a food-secure world based on stable and 
sustainable ecosystems, especially under a current trend in which 
soil degradation is a major threat to the sustainable management 
of soils. The World Soil Day was adopted by the United Nations 
General Assembly through Resolution A/RES/68/232 on 20 
December 2013. 
 
SOURCE: http://globaldimension.org.uk/calendar/event/7313 
 

7 International Civil Aviation Day [ICAO] A/RES/51/33 
 
In 1996, the General Assembly proclaimed 7 December as 
International Civil Aviation Day, and urged governments, as well 
as national, regional, international and intergovernmental 
organizations, to take steps to observe it (resolution 51/33 of 6 
December). International Civil Aviation Day was established in 
1994 by ICAO, through Assembly Resolution A29-1, to mark the 
50th anniversary of the Organization, created on 7 December 
1944. In 1996, pursuant to an ICAO initiative and with the 
assistance of the Canadian Government, the United Nations 
General Assembly by resolution officially recognized 7 December 
as International Civil Aviation Day and listed it as an official UN 
day. The purpose of the global celebration is to generate and 
reinforce worldwide awareness of the importance of international 
civil aviation in the social and economic development of States, 
and of the role of ICAO in promoting the safety, efficiency and 
regularity of international air transport. 
 
SOURCE: 
http://www.icao.int/secretariat/SecretaryGeneral/Pages/aviation_
day.aspx 
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9 International Anti-Corruption Day A/RES/58/4  
 
Corruption is a complex social, political and economic 
phenomenon that affects all countries. Corruption undermines 
democratic institutions, slows economic development and 
contributes to governmental instability. Corruption attacks the 
foundation of democratic institutions by distorting electoral 
processes, perverting the rule of law and creating bureaucratic 
quagmires whose only reason for existing is the soliciting of 
bribes. Economic development is stunted because foreign direct 
investment is discouraged and small businesses within the 
country often find it impossible to overcome the "start-up costs" 
required because of corruption. On 31 October 2003, the General 
Assembly adopted the United Nations Convention against 
Corruption and requested that the Secretary-General designate 
the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) as 
secretariat for the Convention’s Conference of States Parties 
(resolution 58/4).  The Assembly also designated 9 December as 
International Anti-Corruption Day, to raise awareness of 
corruption and of the role of the Convention in combating and 
preventing it.  The Convention entered into force in December 
2005. 
  
SOURCE: http://www.un.org/en/events/anticorruptionday/ 
 

9 World Patient Safety Day Patient safety is a healthcare discipline that emphasises the 
reporting, analysis, and prevention of medical errors that often 
lead to adverse healthcare events. As per statistical reports, 
healthcare errors impact 1 in every 10 patients around the world. 
Therefore, the World Health Organisation (WHO) calls patient 
safety an endemic concern. December 9, every year, marks the 
World Alliance for Patient Safety Day. The World Health 
Organisation (WHO) launched this Alliance day in 2005 to 
increase the awareness of unsafe healthcare. The purpose of 
Patient Safety Day is to revolutionise high level support and 
commitment to tackle patient safety issues in all parts of the 
world. Let us educate ourselves on patient safety and issues 
related to it, on this day. 
 
SOURCE:  
http://www.health.gov.za/docs/other/Health_Awareness_Days_C
alendar_2015_2.pdf  
Department of Health. Health Awareness Days 2015 
 

10
 Adoption of the Universal Declaration of 

Human Rights – 1948 

 

10
 (International) Human Rights Day A/RES/423 (V) 

 
The UN General Assembly proclaimed 10 December as Human 
Rights Day in 1950, to bring to the attention ‘of the peoples of the 
world’ the Universal Declaration of Human Rights as the common 
standard of achievement for all peoples and all nations.All States 
and interested organizations were invited by the General 
Assembly in 1950 to observe 10 December as Human Rights 
Day (resolution 423 (V)). The Day marks the anniversary of the 
Assembly's adoption of the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights in 1948.  
 
SOURCE: http://www.un.org/en/events/humanrightsday/ 
http://www.health.gov.za/docs/other/Health_Awareness_Days_C
alendar_2015_2.pdf  
Department of Health. Health Awareness Days 2015 
 

10
 Adoption of the Final Constitution of the 

Republic of South Africa -1996 
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1
1 International Mountain Day A/RES/57/245 

 
Covering around 27 percent of the earth’s land surface, 
mountains play a critical role in moving the world towards 
sustainable economic growth. They not only provide sustenance 
and wellbeing to 720 million mountain people around the world, 
but indirectly benefit billions more living downstream. In 
particular, mountains provide freshwater, energy and food – 
resources that will be increasingly scarce in coming decades. 
However, mountains also have a high incidence of poverty and 
are extremely vulnerable to climate change, deforestation, land 
degradation and natural disasters. Commitment and will to 
advance this cause were strengthened during the International 
Year of Mountains in 2002, and mountains have gained an 
increasingly high profile on agendas at all levels. The Year also 
led to the adoption of resolution 57/245, in which the General 
Assembly designated 11 December as International Mountain 
Day, and encouraged the international community to organize 
events at all levels on that day to highlight the importance of 
sustainable mountain development. 
 
 
SOURCE: http://www.un.org/en/events/mountainday/ 
 

1
0 International Children's Day of 

Broadcasting (ICDB) 
 – UNICEF 

ICDB, celebrated on the second Sunday of every December, is a 
day when broadcasters around the world "Tune in to Kids".  They 
air quality programming for and about children. But most of all, 
they allow children to be part of the programming process, to talk 
about their hopes and dreams and share information with their 
peers. The Day is a joint initiative of UNICEF and the 
International Council of the Academy of Television Arts and 
Sciences.  Every year, thousands of broadcasters in more than a 
hundred countries take part in the day, celebrating it in ways that 
are as unique and special as children themselves. 
  
SOURCE: http://www.unicef.org/ceecis/media_6532.html 
 

1
5 Convention on the Elimination of All Forms 

of Discrimination Against Women ratified 
by South Africa – 1995 

 

1
6 Protocol Relating to the Status of 

Refugees – 1966 

 

1
6 Day of Reconciliation – South Africa In apartheid South Africa 16 December was known as Day of the 

Vow, as the Voortrekkers in preparation for the battle took a Vow 
before God that they would build a church and that they and their 
descendants would observe the day as a day of thanksgiving 
should they be granted victory. With the advent of democracy in 
South Africa 16 December retained its status as a public holiday, 
however, this time with the purpose of fostering reconciliation and 
national unity.  
 
SOURCE: http://www.sahistory.org.za/dated-event/day-
reconciliation-celebrated-public-holiday-sa-first-time 
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18
 International Migrants Day 

 

A/RES/55/93 
 
On 4 December 2000, the General Assembly, taking into account 
the large and increasing number of migrants in the world, 
proclaimed 18 December International Migrants Day 
(A/RES/55/93). On that day, in 1990, the Assembly adopted the 
International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All 
Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families (A/RES/45/158). 
UN Member States and intergovernmental and non-governmental 
organizations are invited to observe International Migrants Day 
through the dissemination of information on the human rights and 
fundamental freedoms of migrants, and through the sharing of 
experiences and the design of actions to ensure their protection. 
 
SOURCE: http://www.un.org/en/events/migrantsday/ 
 

20
 International Human Solidarity Day A/RES/60/209 

 
The General Assembly, on 22 December 2005, by resolution 
60/209 identified solidarity as one of the fundamental and 
universal values that should underlie relations between peoples 
in the Twenty-first century, and in that regard decided to proclaim 
20 December of each year International Human Solidarity Day. 
By resolution 57/265 the General Assembly, on 20 December 
2002, established the World Solidarity Fund, which was set up in 
February 2003 as a trust fund of the United Nations Development 
Programme. Its objective is to eradicate poverty and promote 
human and social development in developing countries, in 
particular among the poorest segments of their populations. 
 
SOURCE: http://www.un.org/en/events/humansolidarityday/ 

29
 International Day for Biological Diversity On 29 December 1993, the Convention on Biological Diversity 

came into force. The Convention enjoined nations to cooperate to 
halt and reverse the accelerating loss of biological and genetic 
resources of our planet earth. The International Day for Biological 
Diversity is thus an occasion to remind us that conservation of 
biological diversity remains one of the greatest challenges facing 
humankind 
 
SOURCE: http://www.cbd.int/idb/ 
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