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MINUTES OF THE EASTERN CAPE ECD FORUM MEETING 
 

Venue: ITEC, 8 Park Avenue, East London 
Date: 11 March, 2015 
Chair: Ms Michele Kay 
Secretariat: ITEC 

1 WELCOME AND UPDATES 
 

The Chair welcomed all participants to the 12th meeting of the ECD Forum, which has now existed for nearly 

three years.  

 

The Forum is an open platform that aims to facilitate dialogue, promote collaboration, information sharing 

and knowledge building amongst ECD Stakeholders.  The Forum’s key focus is advocacy.  

1.1 National ECD Updates  

Topic Details 

Draft National 
Policy  
Draft National 
Programme  
 
 
 

The Draft National ECD Policy has been published in the Government Gazette for 
public comments, which must be submitted by 24 April 2015.  
 
The Draft Policy and the prescribed Comment form are available here. 
 
Cabinet has approved the establishment of an Inter-Ministerial Committee on ECD, 
chaired by the Minister of Social Development.  Members include Department of 
Basic Education, Health, and Performance Monitoring and Evaluation.  Purpose is 
to ensure a coherent and co-ordinated process.  
 

South African 
Inter-Sectoral ECD 
Forum 

Chaired by the National Inter-departmental Committee for ECD.  Comprises both 
Governmental and nongovernmental stakeholders, and meets twice a year.  
 
The last meeting was held on 18 November to finalise Terms of Reference and set 
up Steering Committee, which meets more often.  
 
The Steering Committee consists of Interdepartmental Committee plus the 
following National bodies: 

 SA Congress for ECD 

 National ECD Alliance  

 Donor Forum 

SUMMARY AGENDA 

 National and provincial updates on ECD processes 

 The University of Fort Hare ECD Centre of Excellence  

 Progress rolling out the National Curriculum for Birth to Four  

 Dialogue: “How can the ECD Forum contribute towards strengthening ECD in the province?” 

 Stakeholder inputs: SARAECE, Childline, Cotlands 

 Next meeting will be on 03 June 2015 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.itec.org.za/
http://www.itec.org.za/2015/03/draft-national-policy-for-ecd/
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Topic Details 

 ECD Community of Practice  

 LIPSA 
 

There was a strong push to include Provincial representatives in the 
Interdepartmental Committee.  
 
An “ECD Week” is planned to coincide with the National ECD Awards on 26 March.  
 

National Audit of 
ECD Centres  

Provinces are verifying data from the completed audit.  The ECD Forum would like 
to host a seminar on the results and implications when the final report becomes 
available. 
 

National ECD 
Alliance  

 NECDA is an alliance of 90 ECD Resourcing and Training Organisations (RTOs)  

 New strategy focuses on advocacy and strengthened membership 

 National Meeting planned for 4 – 6 May 2015 

 Contact Michele Kay for membership forms or more information  
 

National ECD 
Community of 
Practice 
 
 
 

COP is a community of practice organisation based in Gauteng, wanting to link 
with other ECD organisations and stakeholders.   
 
They have action groups focusing on the following three core areas at present; ECD 
Training, ECD Mapping  and ECD Quality.  For more information visit their website 
http://www.bridge.org.za/get-involved/communities-of-practice/national-ecd-
community-of-practice/    
 

National Lotteries 
Fund 

NLF committed to invest in ECD 
A recent call for ECD proposals focused largely on ECD Infrastructure 
A further call for charities expected later in 2015 
 

UNICEF ECD 
Knowledge 
Building Seminar  

Held in Pretoria on 4 – 5 December 2014.   
 
Hosted by Unicef, with support from the Departments of Social Development, 
Basic Education, and the National Planning Commission.   
 
Speaker downloads are available from 
http://www.unicef.org/southafrica/resources_15882.html. 
 

1.2 Provincial ECD Updates  

Topic Details 

EC Integrated 
Strategy for ECD  

 UNICEF and DSD convened meeting during February to finalise the strategy 

 Three person task team was appointed to finalise the document by end of 
March  2015, which will ultimately be presented to Cabinet 

 Once finalised, contents will be shared with Forum stakeholders 
 

Provincial 
Development Plan 

The Provincial Development Plan has strong ECD aspects.  The ECD Forum was 
influential in bringing ECD into the Provincial plan, which may be downloaded 
here.  You can download the Dialogue Report here.  

http://www.bridge.org.za/get-involved/communities-of-practice/national-ecd-community-of-practice/
http://www.bridge.org.za/get-involved/communities-of-practice/national-ecd-community-of-practice/
http://www.unicef.org/southafrica/resources_15882.html
http://www.itec.org.za/wp-content/uploads/2015/01/EC-Vision-2030-Plan_271014-2.pdf
http://www.itec.org.za/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/ECPC_ECD_2014_DialogueReport_Final.pdf
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Topic Details 

Ministerial Review 
of 1997 Social 
Welfare White 
Paper  

EC NGO Coalition, Network of Early Childhood Training Agencies, and ECD NGOs 
engaged in the process of review.  
 
Inputs and recommendations in four key areas:  

 Coordination and institutional mechanisms 

 Funding mechanisms 

 Human Resource Development  

 Delivery mechanisms for scaling up  
 

Meeting between 
Universities, 
colleges and 
Resourcing and 
Training 
Organisations  

SA requires large number of ECD workers at different levels to cover children’s 
needs. Range of qualifications at all NQF levels required.  
 
RTOs have traditionally provided accredited training from Levels 1 – 5. 
 
Public TVET Colleges have been mandated by DHET to provide training at FET level. 
NECTA leading exploration of opportunities for collaboration:  meeting on 18 
March.  

 

2 PRESENTATIONS 

2.1 University of Fort Hare ECD Centre of Excellence 

Dr Greta Galloway shared information about the planned University 

of    Fort Hare ECD Centre of Excellence.  The Centre of Excellence 

aims to increase the quality, quantity and impact of trans-disciplinary 

ECD    research in the Buffalo City Municipality and the rural areas of 

the Eastern Cape.   

To download the presentation, click here.   

2.2 Update on the Birth to Four Curriculum  

Dr Daisy Reddy, Chief Education Specialist in the Eastern Cape 

Department of Education, shared progress on the piloting of the 

Birth to Four curriculum.  Core training teams from all provinces, 

who were trained from 26 to 30 January 2014, are expected to train 

practitioners in pilot sites in one district. In the Eastern Cape, 20 

practitioners in Grahamstown were trained from 09 to 13 February, 

Relevant officials from other Departments, as well as members of 

civil society organisations will be trained at a later date. Practitioners 

will be trained later in the new financial year.  

To download the presentation, click here.   

 

http://www.itec.org.za/wp-content/uploads/2015/04/UFH-Centre-of-Excellence.compressed.pdf
http://www.itec.org.za/wp-content/uploads/2015/04/ITEC-Presentation.pdf
https://www.google.co.za/maps?source=tldso
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3 DIALOGUE: “How can the ECD Forum contribute towards strengthening ECD in the 

province? 

Much needs to be done by all stakeholders to strengthen ECD in the province.  This includes the ECD 

Forum, which provides a space in which different stakeholders can raise issues and share ideas. Participants 

in the meeting were requested to discuss ways in which the Forum’s contribution to ECD in the province 

can be strengthened.  Guiding categories for discussion included:  

 Advocacy and awareness raising; 

 Information sharing (building knowledge about children, and best practices that encourage early 

childhood development); 

 Promoting scale-up of ECD services to cover all children, particularly the most marginalised; 

 The development of sufficient, well qualified human resources at different levels to ensure good 

quality opportunities for all children; 

 Sufficient and sustained funding for ECD; 

 Provincial co-ordinating mechanisms to ensure that all children are able to access good 

opportunities.  

The following key points were made by participants in the meeting:  

The Forum should 

 set up Task Teams to explore these issues more thoroughly, and report back to the Forum; 

 increase and strengthen links with other forums to facilitate communication and information 

sharing.  This should include local and district forums, as well as provincial forums; 

 advocate for stronger mainstreaming of young children’s needs in local Municipalities, and at ward 

level;  

 collaborate with partners (community based organisations, NGOs, other forums) to develop 

systems to raise parental awareness of key issues; 

 promote innovative, non-centre based programmes that will reach children who currently do not 

access centre-based ECD; 

 promote ongoing explorations that will lead to a co-ordinated approach to developing a well-

qualified workforce, including practitioners, community and social workers, teachers, officials, 

managers, and sector leaders; 

 explore and advocate for mechanisms to unlock sufficient funding from government and the 

private sector; 

 advocate for a provincial co-ordinating structure within government to lead early childhood 

development.  
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4 STAKEHOLDER INPUTS 

SARAECE  

On behalf of Dr Namhla Sotuku, Ms Karin Hackmack shared information 

about the South African Research Association for Early Childhood Education 

(SARAECE). SARAECE promotes research in early childhood, and promotes 

links between research, practice and policy.  

Members of the ECD Forum were invited to join SARAECE, which costs R300 

per annum.  Please contact nsotuku@ufh.ac.za, or see the website at 

www.saraece.org.za.  To download the presentation, click here.   

CHILDLINE – Ms Cicizwe Bongo 

Childline and UNICEF are collaborating to explore how all stakeholders can 

work together to protect children, and how cases of child abuse should be 

reported.  A focus group meeting will be held on 19 March, and feedback 

will be given to the Forum at the next meeting.  Childline’s telephone 

number is 043 7221382.  See www.childlinesa.org.za.  

COTLANDS  

Ms Patricia Gunn of Cotlands Eastern Cape announced that a regional toy 

library seminar will be held at Cotlands, in their offices at Unit B13b, BKB 

Building, in Fitzpatrick Road, East London.  Telephone 043 722 0060, or 

email patricia@cotlands.org.  Website www.cotlands.org.za 

5 CLOSURE AND NEXT FORUM MEETING  

The meeting was closed after a light lunch.   

The next forum meeting will be on 03 June 2015.  

 

 

 

 

EASTERN CAPE ECD FORUM TASK TEAM MEMBERS 

Chairperson - Michele Kay (ITEC), DSD Representative – Nosipho Nkalitshana 

DoE Representative – Sibusisiwe Tachie, DoH Representative – Nonqubela Zukiswa Mabece 

ETDP SETA Representative – Luvo Gazi, NDA Representative – Nokuvela Maninjwa 

NECTA Representative – Rene King, SA Congress for ECD Representative – Ruth Faku 

ITEC Secretariat – Barbara Valentine 

mailto:nsotuku@ufh.ac.za
http://www.saraece.org.za/
http://www.itec.org.za/wp-content/uploads/2014/04/SARAECE-PRESENTATION-11-MARCH-2015.pdf
http://www.childlinesa.org.za/
mailto:patricia@cotlands.org
http://www.cotlands.org.za/

