.

coep )/ Demonstrate what you are expecting children

to do

* This is where you show the children you are
a writer and you demonstrate what you are
wanting them to do in their books Iater. Work
on the board often gets rubbed off. By witing
your story on a big sheet of paper you can
keep this ond retum to it later for rereading.
of reminding.about specific teaching points.
"Remember how we put spaces between our
words yesterday / said fricky words siowly to help
us hear what letters we need to write.”

* Use the format you want the children 1o use in
their own books eg a quick picture up the fop
half of the page and write under this.

* Be sure the children understand what you have
been talking about during the motivation time is
what you want them to write about foday.

“What would you like to write about that fopic?”

It can be very frustrating to have put in good
mofivation about *Dinosaurs” fo find a child ‘o Beware
wants to write about “Going to the beach.” Have flowing. b Give this activity
opportunities when children can choose the past this stage. iV for prompts rather
fopic but if you have developed an idea keep ® Encourage quick sketches stfate this in your
the children focused on that topic for today. than detail. Be prepared to demon 2

1 / st.
own story to show children you can be fa

is difficult for some children.
help them get their ideas

a

feddassescs
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Key Point

As you share the
writing task, focus
on what the children
need most as their
next learning step.

For beginning writers
help them 1o say words
slowly, leaming to listen
for the single sounds
within words. "Do you
know how to write that
first sound? What else
can you hear? Can you
write that?”

Get the children Involved with helping you to write your story. Use the time like “Shared
Reading/ Big Book Reading”, to reinforce leaming. The child who is leaming to write a
particular word could see if he has remembered it by putting it in the story. The child who
forgets o space words could indicate where to write the next word. You can work out fricky
words together, saying the word slowly and getting the first lefter down, saying it slowly again
and seeing what else the children can hear. Don't do these things for every word as it is

too time consuming. Pick out one or two key things to work on for the day and wiite the rest
yourself, Show the children how to keep rereading the story before putfing down the next
word—to keep checking on themselves,

Your story needs fo stimulate the brighter Help them to see they can fry to put more
chiidren to want to write longer and more things into their writing, expanding their

interesting storles eg ideas to make a more interesting story.
Wrﬂl'lg about the Monster in the Three Bllly lom an ug[y monsier.

Goats Gruff story - | live under a bridge.

If you stop at | am an ugly monster that is | am very big and scary.

all the children will probably produce. I don't like goats.

17 !
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Step )) Have the children draw and write

* As the children move off o start their own wiiting, you can keep a small group of children who
have difficulty composing a story on the mat with you. Get them to tell you what they would like
o write before leaving the mat area, Or as they are drawing their picture get them to tell you
their story. As soon as they have the beginning of a sentence, get that bit down and then help
them to build from there, For example "l went to town with Mom", and often all you need to say
Is "and” and they will continue to expand thelr story. For many children it Is gefting started that is
SO hard,

* Keep movingaround as the children write—encouraging, supporting, prompting and helping
children to get down what they want to be there. Try and eliminate frustrations for the children—
put in tricky words you know will be too difficult for them and help them say words siowly 1o hear
what lefters they need.

* Having a blank page alongside their wiiting book can be helpful to try words they are not sure of,

Key Point

Make your praise
specific eg "I like the
way you ..’ is more
helpful than “Good
work.'

* Make sure the children have access to an alphabet chart in the

¢ R éﬁ & = @ ' b early stages. They may be able 1o isolate a sound in a word but
a b| ¢ d "~ e f q h not be able to write the lefter yet. The alphabet chart gives you that
| | ' | P e model quickly and helps the child make links in his leaming eg “sky”
f E {‘ ‘ 9 =t ) ¥ starts like “snake” (the picture for *s” on the chart.)
' Y / _
o d R B ML P 2 PR fake opportunities fo fead out, o get childien o read thelr own work,
8 AN g ] ’ﬁ\ A |f . highlighting someone who has:
gl r] s| T| u] v| w| x * Got started quickly;
i : 5 the I om we are *  Showed they remembered a new concept—started with a
: .._y ; z Sl e Sl M caopital lefter, spaced thelr words appropriately;

reinforces the learming you want,
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Step
SIX:

Key Point

Choosing a “STAR
WRITER" for the day
is a good motivator.
Display their writing
prominently with an
award, If time permits,
tvping up the story and
sending a copy home
as well as displaying

it in the class gets the
parents sharing in

the children’s success.
“SUPER STARS” get
to read their story to
the Principal or at
assembly or put it into
a special book of best
writing for the year.

Share some of the day’s writing with the class

Come back together at the end of the witing time to share results

Success is a great motivator

/

Get 3 or 4 children to share their wiiting. Celebrate examples of
good writing, or a child who has made a significant step forward.

Sometimes just selecting a good senfence Is sufficient.
Display it for others to see what a good sentence 10oks like.

Every so often a class book of special stories and pictures
or photos about an event can be put fogether and
become part of the class lbrary.

Get children to help each other improve thelr wiiting. Using
a highlighter pen to show a really good sentence or word
was an activity children enjoyed. Ask children how we

can help ... to make a story sound bettey, start in a more
interesting way, use some different words to describe an
object efc.
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Key Point

It is very easy to focus
on the negatives but it is
the positives which bring
about the most change in
my experience,

Help children to know
and be confident with
what they can do and be
risk takers in trying new
things.

Focus on wha! the
children have written
rather than how it was
written.
@ Publishing can bring
about nice presentation.

"FrYILX X
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"Learner centered Insfruction is about starting where the leamer already is
and helping the child move to a new level of skill over new tasks, teaching
so that learners are successful and able to say "l am in confrol of this.”

Teacher's aim should be to produce confident readers and writers whose
reading and wiiting improve whenever they read and write.”

Children become more independent:

If early behaviours are appropriate, secure, fast and habituated
If children monitor their own reading and writing

If they discover new things for themselves

If they solve new words through their own strategic activity.”

Marie Clay (Creator of the New Zealand Reading Recovery programme)

P
~ __‘_’—-’f N P ""J’
T r——

“Education is ihe
most powerful
weapon which

you can usefo

change e

world.”

Neilson Manceio
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Step. Using the children’s own writing to support the
Seveli” reading programme

Build up your library resources with your child’s own writing

ing programme 3

*

* Creatfe a book of "Best Writing” from your school for the year. Add to it as the year goes along. Include photos if possibie. Display
it in a prominent place in your classroorm and then In the school library

» Create books about events that happen during the year. Even just books of photos are extremely popular with children

* GO fo the Wiiting Culture of the school [page 26). Are there things from this that you could use to stimulate and promote speak-
ing, reading and writing?

The Global Literacy Project - o word recognised document, states very stiongly that leamers become better
readers when they have access o a school library and books to read.

Specifically their leaming improves when...
Children get a large portion of their reading material from libraries
» Children read more when they have a comfortable place to read

* Free, voluntary reading has an impact on reading comprehension,
vocabulary, spelling abllify, grommar usage and wiiting style

* Access to books and magazines result In higher reading achlevement

* An ampie supply of books Is the key fo the fostering of iIndependent and
engaged readers, particularly second language leamers

» Children who read more, typically have higher literacy development as well
as higher student achievement

» Standardised scores tend to be 10 - 20% higher in schools with an investment
of well stocked, well equipped school libraries, managed by qualified and
motivated professional teacher librarians working with support staff

to support the read

ting

=
=
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o
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Step T: Using childre
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Sample lesson 1

From Judy, a Grade One teacher. This lesson was early in the year as the class was beginning the reading and writing
process. (this lesson took about an hour)

The Aim: To consolidate some of the words and phrases we have been working on in reading and writing
“am ....," “llike ..." "l see”

Step 1: READING familiar texts and locating words on the fext

Step 2: MAKING and BREAKING WORDS: Magnetic letters were jumbled on the board. Children were invited to come and make
them Into words correctly (am, look, see, like)

Step 3: MOTIVATION: Before reading a simpie story about a dragon, the teacher invited the children fo listen for these words in the
story.
Step 4: In the follow up discussion the children easilyidentified the phrases the dragon said *l like food”; | am hungry”; | see chil-

dren”. Acting these phrases out and getfing them to repeat them with "Dragon expression” really brought the story alive with real
meaning and was great fun!

Step 5: MODELLING: The teacher drew a simple dragon picture, and then the class together worked out and shared
the writing of the story

| am a dragon.
| am hungry.
| like food.
| see children.

The teacher was able to remind children about spacing their words, reinforcing the words she was working on and
where children would need to put a full stop. It was quick [about 7mins) and children participated fully. After reread-
ing their story and checking it to see it was what they wanted to say ...

RIES: Only the words *Dragon, hungry, food and children®

R" was chosen and their work displayed on the
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Sample lesson 2

Topic: Celebrations. The specific focus will be on BIRTHDAYS and link with the celebration of Nelson Mandela’s birth-

day.

Ray 1.

Read o story about a bifthday celebration,

* Insmall groups of 3-4 children, discuss how they celebrated their |ast birthday (or would like to celebrate their next Rithday)

* Do a class brainstorm of birthday celebrations.

Day 2:

* Look af yesterdays brainstorm, How can we celebrate the bithday of another person? Each year in South Africa we love to cel-
ebrate Mr Mandela’s birthday. How can we honour Madiba on his special day/date of birth and what he means to our country.
Add ideas 1o the brainstorm chart: Examples could be putting up a picture of Nelson Mandela to remind us of him. Leaming the

birthday song In different Scuth African languages. Wiiting a letfter/or a card to Madiba to wish him well on his birthday. Having our
own cake to share on the day. Decorate the classroom as a South African celebration. (See graphic pian on next page)

» The teacher modeis wiiting a letter to Nelson Mandela.
» Children then wiite their own letter
Day 3:

Share some of yesterdays wiifing and select and display this. Allow other children to complete or illustrate their witing. Aadifional
activities for those finished could include

* Invitations fo another class to share the pary celebration

*  moake fiags and other South Aflican decorations and hang up

*  make a big cardboard box cake and decorate.

Ray 4;

Invite the principal and share class writing and art activities. Address the envelope ready 1o send the lefters.
Celebrate with a class party with cake and singing the bithday song.

All key content areas can be involved in this approach to writing and reading
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Presents Invite a friend
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Party hats Play games

'}
Mr. Nelson Mandela's Birthday

Invitations to another class & principal to share the celebrations

v

Make decorations & hang up~ South African flags ete O
Wi | y d to Madib

rite a letter or a card to Madiba ‘ 58

: @ b @

v
Make a big cardboard box cake & decorate :E
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Developing a writing culture within your school

What might a school with a “Literacy Culture” look like (courtesy of New Zealand
National Library Service):

* The school's foyer, comdors and classrooms would have children’s best
wiifing displayed

* Motivational slogans would be around eg "Kids who read succeed”

+ At assemblies books and writing would be promoted and rewarded

* Signposts directing you fo the library would be displayed with opening hours
on them

» The school and class library would be at the heart of the literacy culture
* Books that children love would be available

*  Great wiiting would be taken home to share with families

* Professional reading about literacy would be available for teachers

* Photographs of children, staff, role models, reading and
wiiting would be visible

* Guest speakers would be invited fo motivate children
during classroom programmes, or to celebrate reading |
week or for special assemblies efc
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St John's Road School acting
out the Julia Donaldson story
‘Room on the Broom® for the
Grade R children.
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