Developing Independent Writers
and Readers

in Foundation Phase Classes



This booklet will help you to... ‘

* develop a programme that will produce new and relevant reading material for the Kev Point
classroom and home environment from the children's own writing Y

Oral Language
* give children a good start from day one of their schooling, by linking their reading and guag

writing programmes together, and practising the skills in both literacy areas by (1) finding Rea(}‘,",g'

the words in texts, (2) reading the words in meaningful texts and (3) writing the words in their and Writing

own stories are the core areas
* give children opportunities where they will experience and celebrate success of literacy focus

+ develop in children a positive attifude fo reading and writing and a willingness to take risks

* produce independent writers and readers who improve whenever they engage in these
tasks (/O SUPER
* expand children’s oral language, to provide a strong base for reading and writing S
with a wide variety of literacy experiences JOB'
LA A

Important features of a successful

literacy programme Itis the t “I have learnt to build

« Oral language, reading and wiifing supreme ar confidence and enthusiasm
development are linked of the teacher in learners by focusing on

* Leaming is supported in careful steps using . C re aﬁée what they can do - however
evidence of children’s work fo inform the next in small - rather than their
leaming step expression.” "

e Itis fun and purposeful k2 errors.” - Bev (teacher)

* Success is celebrated Albert Einstein




This book guides you through 7 steps to make children more confident
speakers, readers and writers.

STEP 1. Observe what your children can already do by themselves Page 4
STEP 2. Have the equipment you need ready Page 6
STEP 3. Motivate your children to speak, read and write Page 8
STEP 4. Demonstrate what you are expecting children to do Page 16
STEP 5. Have the children draw and write Page 18
STEP 6. Share some of the days writing with the class. Celebrate success Page 20
STEP 7. Use the children’s own writing to support the reading programme by
turning their writing info books for the classroom library or class readers Page 22
“Thank you for reminding me that
Celebrate READING has an opposite, but equally
SUCCesses. important twin WRITING.
Success is a Workng on (S pungrames | T oo
gread separate entites, The gains of linking them
motivator. fogeher have been o see my chidren
write and read independently more

quickly.” - Judy (teacher)




Observe what children can already do
by themselves

Start from n:"" i
where the il This information
children are so m :angat:he: wil galde Joue Key Point
you ot b‘_’"d on ’ teaching To observe means
their strengths picture of the :
: child's strengths to stop teaching and
_ - o watch what the child

~——7
Select some activities which will give you this information. For example:

1. Ask the class to write then observe the results. For beginner writers - Do they know where fo start on
the page? Can they write in a left to right direction? Can they write some words themselves? Can
they write the first or last letter of an unknown word? Do they leave spaces between the words?

2. Observe the child's oral language.

3. Read a sentence slowly for the children to wiite eg “I have a big dog at home. Today | am going fo
take him to school.” Observe as for (1) but also look for any sounds the children have been able fo
write comectly. Are they initial or final sounds? Are they in the right order?

4. Check lefter knowledge. Do the children identify lettets by name, sound or a word beginning letter?
Can they match upper and lower case letter pairs?

can do unassisted

(W
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Step One: Observe what children can already do by themselves




5. How many words can the children write without help? Can they make up thelr own list of words. "Can you wiite the word "I*, *to”
efc? "I wonder how many words you can think of that you know how to wiite”, Send them off to try without further prompting. Allow
10 minutes for this exercise.

6. Use a standardised Reading or Word test such as Holbom or Schonell, (Check ITEC’s website for availabliity. www.itec.org.za)

7. Do a quick wiiting sample. Give the children a fopic and get them to write for § minutes. Explain they don’t need to worry about
spelling or neatness. At the end of the time count how many words they were able to write.

8. Loter in the year you could give back a piece of wiiting done at the beginning of the year and get the children fo look at it again
and make changes to improve it. Self assessment is a powerful tool,

Two samples of o > = AT . §
dictated text I "N & = L arm) _Lat :trr%rnngtthh':lgfs well os'éfé’é’sm‘?i
T L o & cab the children need more help. Can
Text was: T > 4 ;j/', RS D2 they write known words fluently?
I =% e T 7= = T | Contheyhear and record some
- BT T s ) _l"‘, N, ““1’} 7 dominant sounds? Are they initial
Llike sleeping in bed == Lok at) | ot final sounds? Can they space
Look at me ok T ee bok: ~ Tx T words corectly efc.
“Planned observations can | Don't do thinds
capture evidence of early for chidren when
progress ...... and can lead they have shown
: . ; n do them
us to modify our instruction fo @ t “tt‘rd° :
independently. Expec

mMeet the learing needs
of our children.

them to retain and
use what they know.

Marie C ay




) A

Step . & \/ﬁu,ﬁw
two: 2/ Have the equipment you need ready ¥ yap
’ I, g

=

N

R

-~

Useful equipment to support your literacy programme

* Wiiting books or paper. For beginners it is easier fo have
unlined paper. Different shaped and different coloured

paper can add inferest.

* Alphabet chars. It is good to have one for each child or
small group.

* Penclis, chalk, magic wilting equipment (o paint brush
and water to use on the board or concrete for witing
that disappears!), kokies (lkarge and small). Children need
many ways to practise wiiting and make it fun.

* A tray of sand is good for practising letter formations.

you need ready
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g Shake fhe fray and do it again. Aa Bb Cc Dd Ee

o * Awards, Rewards, Achievermnent cerfificates and stickers e X’ \ r "B,
help fo reinforce and encourage effort, Choosing a b _ \
"STAR WRITER" for the day was most successiul, especially Ff Gg Hh-=-1i—"-J Jj
when the good work was aftractively displayed with o y, | h A .
large “STAR" award and photocopied o go home. &S || HH |
* A prominent areq fo display "STAR WRIING” - the best Kk LI Mm Nn Oo

wiiting of the day for the class.
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* Class library - a place to dispiay children’s own wiiting
and books made by the class alongside the library
books and readers.

* School Library - an iImportant support for your pro-
gramme. Timetable into your programme regular visits

Step two: Have the equ

to read and excite children about books and stories and
information.




* ‘| om leaming to ..." cards. These help children focus on
one or two goals af a time. Witing incentive cards like the

“Words | can wiite” card help children to see their progress.

* Leaming fo draw objects. This has been a very successful
acftivity. It helps children to look carefully and observe de-

tail, which are important skills fo develop in young readers
and writers.

* Play dough and clay can be used fo make objects or let-
fers with the correct formation.

* Children’s name cards can be used in a variety of ways:

* 1o leam 1o spell their names
* to leam to write their friends’ names
* to match first and family names

* o give children a feeling of importance when seeing
thekr names displayed.

* Maognetic lefters are a wonderful fool for:

*  Sorting letters according to their shopes - tall stick letters,
short stick letters, letters with tails, dots, holes or tunnels;

*  Matching upper and lower case letter pairs;

* Making and breaking
words. Making words
children use often e.q.
the, is. To show how
word families have
the same endings.
Showing a base word ’
and adding endings
©.9. Look - looks,
looked, looking.

Samples of “Words | can write" cards
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Observational drawing

: | expensive -y Ignorance

African Proverb




Tg}fg Motivate your children to speak, read
and write
= Be clear what you are wanting to teach, as it will influence
MOTIVATION your motivational activity. Choose one or two things to y/
This is the fun part, work on e.g. "What ate we leaming 1o do today?”. Too

many goals for the children to remember are confusing,

he key to the suce
the key to the success SHARE THIS WITH THE CHILDREN

Key Point

of your lesson. 4t At o
Good planning is We are leaming to write 1 fjﬂ,r rwt )r ‘\fnll ne-ed ‘o ” The objective is
; different approach from “We are leaming fo refell o story the development
essential._ N / in our own words® or: "We are learming o use different fid d
words to start our sentences.” o egs . d
* Your enthusiasm is pivotal fo motivafing and giving SEpolianens
, : children the exciternent to want fo write. During this time oral language
Variety and enjoyment you are developing new and innovative vocabulary so
will keep you, the that the children will produce Inferesting stories. Using @
teacher, interested book, an activity, a play, an experience or a game gives
and your work more your writing a purpose. For exampie you might teach the
@ enjoyable children a new game and then get them to wiite up the

rules as a new style of writing.




Examples from teachers

E The children were learning to write a recount of an event 1

(Note the process to get to the writing was built up over several days)

E Day 1: The children washed my car with scapy water, sponges and a hose, | ook photos of the event

- Day 2: We brainstormed all the words they would use in their wiiting and discussed the pictures of the activities. Then they drew
~ apicture of the car.

5T >
E Day 3: The children wrote about the fun they had had washing the car, what parts they washed and what they used.
l Outcome: Now they want to wash it every day!l!| Lee: Grade 1 teacher i

! The children were learning to retell a story1

“The Gingerbread Man”

| Children sequenced pictures they had drawn ond then

- wrote a specific part of the story each. The pictures and
stories were published info a big class book and enjoyed by 4

. the whole Foundation Phase. |
Judy: Grade 1 teo@_e_tj

ort ! The children were leamlng% 1
describe a character from a story: ’

|

£

The Gmgerbreod Man

Goats Gruff” the children acted out the story
using simple props - a desk for the bridge and
name cards to wear - and read the story. They

g BT Y
—— L E From a very simple story about the "Three Billy
' & ] i
!

- each chose g character from the story to write

y =14 ! obout. '
] o — [ Cathy: Grade 1 teacher
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The children were learning to write a description

v

The class looked at pictures and read stories about elephants. From the resulting stories, just the best sentences were selected,

W those that used good descriptive words, to create a class wall display.
»

’“ The same class used the idea of wiiting about an animal as a riddle to test how effective their descriptive writing was.
7" I look like a horse

T I am a wild animal

=

My coat has black and white stripes
: I like to eal grass
What am I?

b3

* The class now has a book of riddles to share, with the pictures on the following page to check thelr answers.
Brenda: Grade 2 teacher
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"From a librarian's perspective this

,‘-wlmlnlpdmhm

fo read and like reading, building on

ratn Q AR R Immmm.‘mm

confident.

| !:’l',"b”, o d Dovy D' dog Mmmmm

- {. : Mo"h"‘.mb"dog,mmo ﬂ'll*llpl’llm":llfmmm

. M"l“ehsofm_mdo’"mwo encouraged me. Mm"“"
v ' "“"'::9 Sometimes. The dog

KQ‘tH 3 . has two big eyes. He \ p s .
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! The children were learning to sequence a story accurately 1
E “The Lion and the Mouse” !
-~ Affer octing out the story with simple masks and a washing basket for the net, the class divided thelr paper into 6 squares ‘
. and quickly sketched 6 parts of the story in the boxes which were then numbered in order, As the children wrote about each ,:

: picture in sequence they ticked off the box. Most children got the whole story down with this support., L3
Lynne: Grade 3 teacher I

The children were learning about changes I Using chlldr‘en"s -—own ne- w's . T

E Into @ dish of milk 2 different shades of food colouring were dropped !
:
i

Some of the most meaningful reading Is the
children’s own stories / language/ writing they
produce themselves.

. on either side of the dish. Add a drop of detergent to the middie of the
¥ dish. The colours will swirl and mix and create interesting paftems. Lots of

- great discussion came from this simple activity. ‘*'

4 \! By making charts of daily news you have a great

& Enid: Grade 2 teacher JL\ souice of reading. You can consolidate many of
e L — the early skills:

-

" Motivating Struggling Readers
Non fiction books have been popular

* starting point;
-« directional movement,;
1 basic vocabulary introduced;

with boys in particular.

never give
enthusiastic about A CD book "l - the appropriate pIOces

rapped. They only had fo get the refrain in

Enjoy their news with them
The fape put in he

ith reading, e A : g
t been engoQGd Y . ;
For okder children e ho:g 1?109 children have to do 18 search fof * ‘_ phonics |
®  + gpy" books O€ helpful. pimdas threatening and gers them 10 *. * locating words on the text; f
®  objects hiddeninhe b !+ how to use punctuation; ‘
® o that books can be fun.
® Giade 5 (G above) became very *  make mistakes for your children to find.
® ¢ pboys in Grace v the text wWas
* The same grOUD o = wve up where
-
e
e

and keep the beal going:
parts of the story.




Teaching beginner writers using phrases rather than individual
words, is powerful. For example

“} am 2 ......" immediately gives these words meaning.

“LooK at the...."

You can repeat the phrases using different contexts until the children con use them
without help

“I am a girl / boy. | go to school now.”
J “l am a red / blue balloon. | am flying vp in the sky."

B /o “l am going to the school library today.”

At first you may leave your example on display fo remind your children how to go about
their writing and help them gain confidence. To gain independence the example
needs 1o be taken away as soon as children show a willingness to fry new things by
themselves.

12



Some more ideas to try—you are only limited by your own imagination

*

-
L

Q)

N o
* Go outside the classroom and: W NS
»  Blow some simple soap and water bubbles \t{, SN,
* Collect qutumn leaves to write about LI

* Look at all the shapes in the clouds.
Write in lofs of different ways:
party invitations
shopping lists
leam a new game, then write up the rules of how to play it
simple poems.

Create a scenario. Get an older child or Mom fo dress up in some unusual clothes, As you are reading a story to the children
the person comes in, creeps around the room and finally steals the book you are reading. The children wiite a description of the
robber and It is published on a “Wanted Poster” and displayed around the school.

Find an interesting picture. Write the "what happened before” part of the story together as a class. Then the children go away
and write their own ending.

Children love riddles and jokes. Have a class book of riddles and jokes in the library that children can add to.

Wirite about what happens in the zoo at night. Wnen all the people have gone home, what do the animals get up 10? Do you
think they have a party and talk about all the funny people they saw that day? (Or what do your toys get up to at night?)

Read the children the first part of a story. Stop at an exciting part and get the children to wiite their own ending,
What am | pictures? Cover a big picture of an animal with plain paper. Cut out just small squares in this which

show a part of the animal only. Can the children guess what animal is hiding before you lift the page to check
thelr answers?

READ TO CHILDREN EVERY DAY




T Soaw

SugiMan
who waS
* The class friend: Children enjoy the magical and unexplained, What 4
would happen if your Teddy Bear, Snake, Class Giant, Fairy started writing Ve(Y Q“k"\t?
messages to the class? What wouid they think if the GIANT wanted fo 7 yeS-f'e(‘bay
learn with them but his printing was poor and his spelling awful?
The idea is that here is someone worse than the slowest leamer in the class
EVeWOne can help with advice 10lmprovehtsw0rk 5 p
He can help by giving praise 1o the slow chiid. | wiSh |
The teacher could write this with her less dominant hand to make the wiiting A :
shaky and spell in a funny way. y CGU‘b (l""e
WORDS ARE READ! lixe Jjo
PRINT LOOKED AT! Davip

CORRECTIONS MADE!
LETTERS WRITTEN!
Thanks to Harry Hood for this idea - Central Otago Education Centre, NZ

An easy phonics game to play with your children

Choose 3 children to come to the board. Wite 3 different sounds on the board and get a child fo stand, one under each letter.
Check that they know what lefter they are standing under then get them fo tumn around and face the class. The teacher or the chil-
dren call out a word starting with one of the letters. The child under that lefter has fo spin around. If comrect they stay and the game

continues. If they are wrong they change places with another child. Children have to listen and concentrate for this activity and use
their phonetic knowledge. It has proved very popular.

You con make the game harder for older children by using blends, diagraphs (th, sh, or wh efc), medial or end sounds.
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Low Cost Ideas

« Cereal or wine boxes cut down can make atfractive storage boxes for your class library.

«  Chopsticks make fun pointers for children to take and use to read charts, posters, chil-
dren’s stories etc on the walls around the room when they have finished their work. A
pright ribbon fied on the end can make them even more attractive.

* Small squares of cardboard and prestik can replace magnetic leffers for children fo
practise making and breokmg words.

olelk

7 o

pu‘.” _av“'.“

Magic / disappearing wiiting
can be fun - Children write
using paint brushes or their
fingers, and water,

< .
Lowa lAS'Hﬂa ('l Aoualn racipe
; | ewp lour
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° ° & L ‘}RASpowS wrram of tartar

fall a cup salt
| tablzspoon oil

° ° T ood colowrina
Ogg o Shir ’foa,z.hr and Loor( ouRr &

wadium heat watil the doush
Leavss the side of the pot. Cool




